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PLO: Israel 
stalling talks 


CAIRO t^Agendes) — The 
Palestine liomticm Oigazrisa* 
* tion (PLO) and Israd resumed 
pCfM talks Monday, but the 
chief Palestmian duegate ac- 
cused Israel of stalling as a 
tactic to put ' pressure on 
Palestinians in the negotia- 
tions. 

; Nabil Shaath told repoiters 
that Israeli negotiators did not 
seem committed to meeting a 
deadline of Pec. 13 for Israeli 


The date was set in the PLO- 
Israel accord signed in Septem- 
ber, whidi calls for tmmne the 
^ two areas over to Palesoiian 
control 8$ a test for a fan peace 
later between Palestinians and 
' Israelis. 

Until now, however, Israel’s 

• concern over ensuriu security 
~y — especially for Jew& settlexs 

— has cdlided with die PLO’s 
hope for a broad witiidrawal to 
diow Patestinians the talks 
have real meaning. 

As the Dec. 13 deadline 
approaches, the neeotiators 
seem to disagree bom . on de- 
tails of the withdrawal and the 
urgency :of begmning it on 
schedule. 

’There are several Israeli 
attenqits to ease off their com- 
nutment to' implement tiie 
date*... as a way to_put press- 
4HC on the Plalestiiiians,’' 
Shaath T(^ repcvteis. 
cused .'Iscael of conqdicatiiig 
the talks. 

Dr.f Shaath and other 
Palestinians say the deadline is 
important to prevent the peace 
talks from being overwhelmed 
by violence on the ground and 
to keep . from holding up 
Israel’s sraarate peace talks 
with Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

In Israel, Prime Minister 
Yithzak Rabin said Mon^ 
that his government is. working 
towards the deadline, but 
I added it was more important to 
' come im with a good plan than 

• be tiea to a ^ledfic dare. 

“First of all from oiir point 
of view, security isimpenamt,” 

: Mr. Raltin a parliamen- 
tary committee. “Therefore, it 
is pre^able' to reach a dear 
agreement so tiiat during im- 
^mentatios we mU bmre as 
Ottle misunderstandings as 
possible.” 

*T hope we will manage to 

• keq? tQ the deadline, ^ it 
, woiwbje better to delay imple- 
mentation of the agreement of 
Sept. 13 for two or three weeks 
and avoid oiisunderstandiiigs, ” 

: hetoUfoeddtoceandformgn 
affflin t committee. 


’There are diffia ilties and 
(fifferenoes of opuuon with the 
Paleninians,” Mr. Rabin said. 
“However, the negotiations 
are continuing in Cauo and El 
Arish and Paris.” 

Mr. Rabin said there was no 
question of Israel making an y 
^tures. 

“We have to readi a^ee- 
ments with our (negotiating) 
partners whidi will cover main- 
ly the freeing of prisoners. 

“On the otiter hmid we want 
to obtain information about 
on three missiire soldiers from 
the battie of Sultan Yaacub 
(Lebanon in 19^1 and the 
other (missing soldiers),” Mr. 
RaUn smd in a qieecb broad- 
cast ^ radio. 

Id Copenhagen, PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat' insisted 
that the Dec. 13 date for l^el 
to, start withdrawing troops 
fr'om the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho was sacr^ and must be 
respected. 

Mr. Arafot, speakmg at a 
news conference at the end of a 
Nordic aid-raising tour, said: 
“Rabin sa^ it is not a saci^ 
date. But it is a sacred date. 
Tb^ must respect it.” 

“tliere will be complete 
ccMifrision if the date is not 
reflected. Ihe credibili^ of 
the Israeli j^venunent will be 
damaged. Everybody, will ask: 
’Are they serious or not*?*' Mr. 
Arafat said. He refused to 
elaborate on the consequ- 
ences. 

Mr. Arafat also urged the 
United Nations to help imple- 
ment the autonomy oeal and 
boost the chances for peace, in 
a message carried by the 
Palestinian news agency 
WAFA. 

hfr. Arafat stressed the 
U.N.’s responsibility for the 
development and reconstruc- 
tion of the occupied territories 
in the message, addressed to 
the U.N. committee on the 
exercise of the inalienable 
i^ts of the Palestinian people 

In ^fonday’s Israel-PLO 
negotiations, sub-committees 
were working in Cairo and the 
E^tian resort of £1 Arish on 
security issues and the turning 
over of day-to-day a^irs to 
the Palestmans. 

The meetings were eiqiected 
to continue through the week, 
Init neither Dr. Shaath nor 
diief Israeli negotiator Major 
Geoer^ Amoon Shahak has 
yet joined the discusaons. 

Dr. Shaath stud that Israel 
on Monday helped solve one 
main obstacle by presenting a 
pkm to be negotiated for me 
release of its about 10,000 
Palestinian prisoners. 



Lower House Speaker Taber A1 Masri Monday 
presents to His Majesty Kidg Hussein the 


Parliament welcomes 
moves towards peace 

King voices pride in democracy, urges 
interaction among all branches 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ParUament 
on Sunday backed His Majesty 
King Hussein's efforts to make 
peace with Israel and pledg^ 
to live up to the expectations of 
the Jordanian {^ople who 
elected them. 

The backing was contained 
in a constitution^ mandated 
response tO KIm Hussein’s 
SpeecAi from the Throne Tues- 
day at the opening session of 
the 12th Pamament. 

“We hi^y appreciate Your 
Majesty’s repeatcMi calls for a 
just and comprehensive peace 
that cannot be achieved trefore 
the Palestinian land returns to 
its owners,” said the Parlia- 
ment statement presented to 
the King at a meetiire Monday. 

King Hussein Nfonday ex- 
pressed satisfaction over the 
accomplishments of the Jorda- 
nian democratic march de- 
scribing the process as a bles- 
sed tree that is gronring and 
yielding fruit. 

“The tree of democracy 
promises a bright future with 
the help of God and through 
our wiU and ability to over- 
come all challenges and diffi- 
culties in this critical and diffi- 
cult stage in the Arab Nation's 
history, ’ King Hussein said in 
an address to the speakers and 
members of the Senate and the 
Lower House of Parliament 
after hearing theii ^lies to his 
Speech firom the Throne. 

The King, who hosted a 
lunch at the Raghadan Palace 
following the delivery by the 
speakers of Parliament of their 


replies to the Speech from the 
Throne, noted mat the “demo- 
cratic march in Jordan repre- 
sented the fruit of the work of 
all citizens who shouldered re- 
sponsibilities and have clear 
vision and resolve to carr>' out 
their du^ in the best possible 
manner Ip. jierve the nation and 
the comi^ generations.*' 

“In this country, the haven 
of Muhajireen and Ansar (mig- 
rants and snppoiters) of va- 
rious orijgiiu. the land of the 
free Jord^ans, we feel confi- 
dent of our potentials and, 
with the help of God, are 
determined to make this coun- 
try a model for the Arab Na- 
tion at large and a beacon 
giving light and hope for others 
m this worid,” lung Hussein 
said. 

The King praised the Jorda- 
nian people's response to his 
call to partidpate in the Nov. 8 
elections — “a response of 
which one can feel proud and 
one that can bolster confidence 
in the inevitability of arriving 
at our goals and objectives.*' 

He said the responre man- 
ifested people's awareness and 
and said they placed 
higher national interest above 
all other considerations. 

King Hussein congratulated 
the speakers and members of 
the two Houses on their elec- 
tion and urged ^em to cooper- 
ate* with the judicial and execu- 
tive branches of government 
with “absolute conldmice and 
free of any selfishness and 
avoid negative aspects of the 


firom the previous stage.' 


He stressed that higher 
national interests should re- 
main the main objectives of all 
actions taken by the three 
brandies. 

The King said that working 
with awareness and faithful- 
ness to “constnict an edifice 
that can withstand all storms 
remains the basis for tins coun- 
try, which deserves a better 
feture in return for the big 
saa^ces it has offered and the 
responsibility it has shoul- 
dered." 

“I am proud to be a Hashe- 
mite Arab Muslim affiliated to 
this Ai^ country, which I 
hope would serve as a torch 
iUuminating our worid with 
hope and continue the struggle 
against challenges and 
hardships to attain its goals,” 
King Hussein said. 

Pfe said be wanted to have 
more meetings with tiie two 
Houses so that they would be 
informed of tiie events and 
shoulder their responsibilities. 

The lunch was attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Abdol Salam A1 Majali, Rmai 
Cfourt C^ef Sharif Zeid Bea 
Shaker, the King’s advisors 
and Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad, the King's military 
secretary. 

Earlier, King Hnssein met 
formally with the speakers and 
members of the two Honses 
and listened to the replies to 

(Continned on page 10) 


MajalVs quest for confidence vote based on Speech fromThr one 

Constitutionally correct, but democratically flawed 


Bk Ncmeen Murad 
Joidn Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN *~ The govem- 
nept «f Prime Minister 
Ah^d SBlam Maiali is “con- 


'stitacieaally correct” in 

a gcnvniment poli- 
cv sfafeneot* but analyst be- 
neve ‘ that the premier’s 
cbobt GOBtravened the sjtirit 
of Joidan’s quest for demo- 
•cr^. 

' Ag^yM-and observers in- 
. tervlewed by the Jordan 
limM believe that Dr. Majali 
purposely chose in the House 
seaSoa Saturday to invoke 
-the.oonstfoitioiui precedent 
of Stime Ivfininer Sharif 
Bin Shaker asked for 
ui hjg govcrnfflcnt 
bngd QD'a ^peeoi from the 
Tfoone ‘in 1991 — and 
.igBbred jmother precetot 
inthy iraiw Prime Minister 
Tafaer Mlsri — who chose to 


Tafaer Mlsri — who chose to 
pKM tis goyemiDent for a 
caafiaeade vote even though 
he 'wM'iionstitstionally sot 
ntetet?(D do so, 

Thursday asked 
vQ^of cmifidence from 
— of Parlia- 

haas of the 
the Throne 
estyfCingHus- 
kt the opening 
die I2th Mia- 
_ iratey. Hie Con- 
solidates' That the 


government has to seek the 
confidence of the House 
within 30 days after Parlia- 
ment convenes. Dr. Majali 
dt^ Artide 54 of the Con- 
stitution to prove that he has 
the right to use the Speech 
firom tee Throne as his gov- 
ernment policy statement. 

Article 54-3 of the constitu- 
tion states: *_’Evew newly 
formed Council of Afinisteis 
shall, within one month of its 
fbnnation, in cases where the 
Cham ber of Deputies is in 
session, place oefore the 
Qiambm of Deputies a state- 
ment of policy and request a 
’ vote of confidence on the 
ba^ oi the statement. If the 
ChambCT of Depud^ is not 
in session at tne time, or 
i ffpnris dissolved, the Sprech 
feom the Throne shaD be 
considered to be a statement 
of policy for the purpose of 
• this arfide.” 

Dr. Majali, in his debate 
with ParUament deputies 
over this issue, Saturday, said 
that according to the Con- 
stitution it is a "must" for the 
government to use the 
Speech from the Throne. Dr. 
Majali rited the example^ 
Sharif Zeid. who m 1991 
sought the opinion of the 
Hi&r Council for the Inter- 
prSation of the Constitution 
which niled that be bad to 
use the Speech from the 
ITirone as a policy statement 


because his government was 
formed while the House was 
in recess. 

While Dr. Nfejali under- 
standing of the Higher Coun- 
cil for the Interpretation is 
correct.offidais within Sharif 
Zeid’s government sa}( that 
they viewed the coun^ rul- 
ing as an option to use the 
.^>eecb bat could have given a 
government statement had 
mey felt a political need. 

Acrording to senior offi- 
d^ in Shanf Zeid's govern- 
ment the Constitution ’‘helps 
a prime minis ter who is look- 
ing for the option of using the 
Speech fr^ the Throne but 
it is not binding. 

Critics of Dr. Majali are 
not doubting the consdni- 
timiality of & decision, but 
say that bis government’s dis- 
soiring of the 11th ParUa- 
ment and amending of the 
.Election Law to a one-per- 
son, one-vote formula agmnst 
the advice of most political 
parties, do not compare to 
Sharif Zeid’s record. 

Sharif Zeid government, 
unlike Majali’s, analysts say, 
was pra^w for “conducting 
the elections in a fair 
and democratic manner.” 

They recall that Sherif 
Zeid's first government in 
19^ had seen its role limited 
to overseeine the Kingdom’s 
transition to democratisation, 
a mandate that most obser- 


vers believe, it fuUfilled to 
the letter and ’‘with the high- 
est sense of democracy.' 

Even more, the analysts 
say that Sharif Zeid's goveni- 
ment — .when it adopted the 
1991 SpcMh from the Throne 
as its ]^licy statement — was 
not lacking in parliamentary 
representation and included 
at least.l0 deputies among its 
ranks. 

A source close to Sharif 
Zeid government having de- 
cided to use the Speech irom 
the Throne, that government 
made sure the text of the 
spee^ included the ''future 
programmes” ,of the govern- 
ment in detail and not only 
past adiievements. 

Unlike Sharff Zeid, Dr. 
Majali is seen by bis critics to 
be “hiding behind His Majes- 
ty’s popularity to escape cri- 
ticism about his government’s 
practices.” 

“This is a government that 
dissolved Parliament, 
amended the Election Law to 
a controversial system, car- 
ried eMons that were not 
hailed is the most democratic 
in the country's history and 
then decided to use the 
Speech tom the Throne," 
one well-placed offidal said. 

If Dr. Majali’s commit- 
ment to democracy was to be 
measured against the steps 
taken by former Prime Minis- 
ter Taher Masri. "then Dr. 


Majali would have to answer 
to foe House, democratically 
speaking if not constitu- 
tionally. 

Mr. Masri, who now holds 
the post of speaker of the 
Lower House, asked for the 
confidence of the House dur- 
ing an extraordinary session 
when the was oblige by the 
Constitution to do so- 

Mr. Masri .presented the 
House with a ^vernment 
policy statement and' 
obt^ed tiie House confi- 
dence. However, two months 
later SO deputies simed a 
petition asking for nis res- 
ignation, while the House 
was not in session. Mr. Masri 
resigned in. the fall of 1991 
before the House's ordinary 
session. One ^constitutional 
expert said ffiat the ori^al 
1952 Constitution required 
prime ministers who oversee 
elections to resign ator the 
results were armounced. 

“The 1952 constitution 
represents the democratic eta 
of our political fife and all 
amendments that were intro- 
duced after that year were 
introduced during an era of 
martial law era, a former 
official said. 

If Dr. Majali was in- 
terested in the spirit rather 
than the letter of the Con- 
stitution. he should have 
taken this point into account, 
critics contend. 


Fateh activists launch new 
armed struggle in Gaza 


House’s reply to to the Nov, 23 Speech &*mn die 
Throne (Petra photo) 


KHAN YUNIS, occupied 
Gaza Strip (Agencies) — 
Activists tom xasser Arafat’s 
Fateh movement announced 
Monday they were resuming 
an “intensive" aimed stiiude 
in Gaza after Israel kmM 
another of their number. 

Fateh’s armed wing, the 
Hawks, released a statement 
mobili^g all fighters and de- 
claring a “resumption of inten- 
sive military action” against 
Israeli targets. 

Mr. Arafat, chai pnan of the 
Palestine liberation Orpnisa- 
tion (^O) ordered a ceasefire 
follow ing die signing of the 
Sept. 13 autonomy accord and 
his Hawks bad observed it, but 
the IsraeUs have continued to 
pursue many of tiiem and st^ 
ped up the manhnnt at the 
weekend. 

“We are announciiig this be- 
cause Israel has broken the 
am^ement and as revenge for 
Ahmad Abu Rish,” a masked 
militant told a press confer- 
ence. 

Abu Rish, one of about 30 
Fateh men vrii o turned himself 
in to the Israelis and was taken 
off the wanted list, was killed 
along with a l^tander Sunday 
night. 

He was the second Hawk 
member killed by Israel since 
the autonomy d^. 

Two other filters, vdio are 
wanted for kiHiiiig a settler, 
came to his house in Khan 
Yanis refugee camp chased by 
IsraeU iiuforcoyex troops, 
Pdesfioedan somrira smd. 

The two mana^d to escape, 
but Abu Rish died in the 
shootout 

’Today we have already car- 
ried out three attacks aga^ 
Israeli targets in Khan Yuois,” 
the mask^ man said. 

Palesthuan sources reported 
that three Hawks attacked 
troops on the edp of the KTian 
Yums military base. No in- 
juries were reported in an ex- 
change of fire, the first time 
Hawks had attacked soldiers 
since the autonomy .deal. 

’‘We will carry on with our 
armed attacks against Israeli 
soldiers until the ocaqMition is 
finished in the Gaza Strip,” the 
actirist vowed. 

Ten of the 50 armed Hawks 


Hawks leader held 


THE bead of the Fateh Hawks 
was captured late Monday dur- 
ing a pitched battle with the 
Israeli army in the Gaza Strip’s 
Rafah refugee camp, a Fateh 
official told AFP. Tayssir 
Mansur Bordeineh, 24, who 
was wanted by authorities 
since March 1992, became the 
Fateh Hawks’ leader after the 
release of Hisbam Judah on 
Oct. 29. Three other members 
of the movement were arrested 
with Mr. Bordeineh, hoars af- 
ter the Hawks announced 
Monday they were resuming 
an “intensive” armed struggle 
in Gaza. 


who have not been amnestied 
attended the Khan Yunis press 
conference follomng the burial 
of Abu Rish at which 
thousands of Palestinians tom 
all factions called for revenge. 

The Hawks’ aimoaiiceineat 
came as Israel and the PLO 
resumed talks in Egypt in a bid 
to reach agreement on imitie- 
meotatioD of the autonomy 
deal before a Dec. 13 deac^e 
(see separate story). 

In Gaza dty, Fateh leaders 
distanced themselves from the 
call to arms. 

“The Israelis are not com- 
mitted to the agreement be- 
cause they are stiS buntmg and 
killin g Paiestimans,'* said Diab 
A1 L(A, a mraobM'itf Fateh's 
“fa^ committee” on the Gaza 
Stnp. 

Mr. Lob described the kill- 
ing as an “incident” and aifoed 
thm Fateh Hawks should still 
obey orders. 

“They are part of Fateh and 
they are committed to the 
strategy for the peace process 
decided by the leadership in 
Tunis,’’ he said. 

Snfiyan Abu Zaydeh, 
another senior Fateh member, 
called on Israel to £611^ die 
agreement but said the Israelis 
had informed Fateh that the 
killing of Abu lUsh was unin- 
tentional. 

He added that Tonis would 
decide what to do about the 
escalation in the Gaza Strip. 


Widespread clashes erupted 
between Palestinians and 
Israeli soldiers in Gaza’s Rafah 
refugee camp Monday, Palesti- 
nians said. 

At least one Palestinian was 
seriously wounded by gunshots 
in his chest, Palestinians said. 
Israel Television said three sol- 
diers were lightly wounded. 

Palestmian sources said resi- 
dents of the camp tom various 
political factions — supporters 
and opponents of the Israel- 
PLO peace accord — threw 
firebombs at Israeli soldiers 
who sought out wanted Palesti- 
nian activists. 

Witnesses in the camp said 
they heard the noise of what 
tiiey believed were anti-tank 
mi^es. Palestintens smd reli- 
gious leaders called on mosque 
loudspeakers for residents to 
join the fighters against the 
army in the streets. 

Palestinians marched 
through Khan Yunis canying 
the body of Abu Rish wrapped 
in a Palestinian flag shoutine 
*’No puce vrith the enemy. ’ 

' Soldiers who approached the 
cemetery came under a hail of 
stones and withdrew after 
cmening fire and wounding one 
^estinian, the army s^ed 
off the town and camp where 
tensions ran high as youths 
burnt tyres and blocked roads. 

Fateh and the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas, whose 
military chief on the Gaza Scrip 
was gunned down last Wednes- 
day sparking violent clashes, 
both called a three-day protest 
strike in Khan Yunis. 

The strike call closed shops 
and business tfarou^out the 
West Bank and Gaza Gty 
where soldiers shot and 
wounded two teenagers, cor- 
re^ndents said. 

tliB death came after the 
arrest of 32 Fateh members or 
supporters in recent days, at 
least two of whom had already 
been taken off the list oi 
wanted Palestinians, in the big- 
gest crackdown on Fateh since 
the si gning of the agreemenL 
Most had been released by 
Monday, military sources said ‘ 

Twen^-six Palestmians have 
been killed by Israeli bullets 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Tripartite economic working 
group meets today in U.S. 


By P.V. VivekaittUid 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hie second ses- 
sion of the joint Jordanian- 
American-Israeli working 
group opens m Washington 
today, with the main focus on 
an agreement on Jordanian 
supervision of the banking 
and moneta^ affairs of the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

P lanning ^Gnistry Under- 
secretary Safwan Touqan 
and Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Deputy Governor 
Mchm Marto are represent- 
ing Jordan in the meeting, 
tiie second session of the tn- 
paitite working groim ndneb 
was set Dp in eany October. 

The group met in Pam in 
November on tiie frfoges of a 
donors conference on laddie 
East peace. It was attended 
by Mmister of State for Prime 
^finistry Affairs Jawad A1 
Anani and Israeli Foreign 
Ministiy Under-Secreta^ 
Uri Savir and chaired by U.S. 
Middle East coordinator De- 
nnis Ross. 

The Washington' meeting, 
expected to be diaired by a 
senior U.S. State Depart- 
ment official, will look at 
various projects proposed at 
a bilateim level as well as at 
the multilateral level during 
the two-year-old Middle East 
peace process. 

But prospects are not 
bright for any imm ediate 
materialisatioD of any project 
outside the coutext of the 
need to maintain the peace 
process, officials said. 

“Jordan mil be taking it 
easy on any venture wmeb 
coiud be construed as a step 
towards normalisatioa of re- 
lations at this stage,” said a 
senior offidal. 

“True we have signed an 


i^nda for peace negotia- 
doiis and have held meetings 
since then, but it does not 
mean that thines have been 
worked out or that we are on 
the verge of joint projects in 
an atmosphere of normal re- 
lations,” added the offidal. 
who preferred anonymity. 

If anything, said the offi- 
dal, the Jordanian-Israeli 
track of negotiations on a 
peace agreement could prove 
more complex than all other 
tracks in the peace process 
because of the “very coin- 
plexi^ of the issues iii- 
volvea.” 

“It is not at all relevant to 
suggest, as we have Seen in 
some media reports, that the 
Jordanian-Israeli track of 
negotiations is the easiest,” 
the official added. 

To a large extent, the prop- 
osed agre^ent on Pmesti- 
fiian banking and monetary 
affeirs in the interim five-year 
period envisaged under the 
israeli-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) is more 
complementara to tiie auton- 
omy accord than a separate 
Jordanian-Israeli "ae.al,” 
offidals say. 

The finalisation of the 
banking agreement, howev- 
er, binges on the ratification 
of a dr^ accord on economic 
relations between Jordan and 
tiie PLO since tiiat document 
stipulates the Palestinian 
acceptance of Jordanian su- 
pervision of commercial 
banks and continued circula- 
tion of the Jor danian dinar in 
the oco^ied lands. 

Despite expert advise, 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat is holding (Hit against en- 
dorsement ol the draft agree- 
ment boinng to secure I^aeli 
permissiop to set up his own 
centra] bank and currency, 
PLO sources said. 


“The agreement has been 
with Mr. Arafat since earlv 
October,” said one PLO 
source. '’Nothing has been 
done about it al^ugh most 
P^estinian economic advis- 
ers have affirmed font any 
separation with Jordw in 
monetary and bankiiig affeiis 
at this point will not be in the 
interests of the Palestmians 
and Jordanians.” 

Yousef Sayegh, the Palesti- 
nian economist who led the 
Palestinian delegation to 
multilateral talks on regional 
economic cooperation and 
architect of a Palestinian en> 
nomic development plan, 
smd in a recent interview that 
“it wDl be catastrophic" for 
both the Palestinians and Jor- 
dan if the PLO set up a 
Palestinian central bank and 
issued a Palestinian currency. 

During Israel-PLO econo- 
mic talks in Paris tb^ month, 
Palestinian negotiators press- 
ed the IsraeUs for-apprbval of 
a Palestmian centra bank, 
but the Israelis did not 
budge, diplomats said. 

“A central bank is a defi- 
nite symbol of independ- 
ence,” said a European di- 
plomat. “The Israebs under- 
stand Arafat’s quest for a 
Palestmian central bank as a 
means to send a message to 
the Paiestimans that mde- 
pendence is round the cor- 
ner. But they are not w illin p 
to accept such a symbol.” 

Apart tom the political 
symbolism, it is not simply 
practical for the Palestinians 
to have their own central 
bank and currency, econom- 
ists say, noting that the 
Palestinians will not be able 
to provide a sound base for a 
currency and maintain thg 
support needed to mai ntajp 
its value. 




die East News 


conomic independence toughens Syria 


Algeria 


By ClarUse Lucas 
Agence France Presse 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Tension 
is mounting among Algeria's 
expatriate community as the 
Wednesday deadline given by 
Islamic fundamentafists for 
foreigners to leave the country 


DAMASCUS — Syria's tough 
stance in peace negotiations 
with Israel is partly due to its 
relative economic and financial 
independence from the West, 
according to Western dipio* 
mats here. 


approaches. 
Most Frei 


Most French and European 
families living here have 
already left the country while 
husbands and fathers have 
taken up residence in hotels 
under government protection, 
well informed sources said. 

They said of the 8.000 
French nationals who moved 
to the country in recent years^ 
a “good third” have left and 
others have moved into more 
secure neighbourhoods where 
they are "less vulnerable to 
attacks. 

Earlier this month the kid- 
nappers of three French 
nationals who were later re- 
leased gave foreigners one 
month to leave the country or 
face “sudden death.” 


For many years a privileged 
Middle East pamter of the 
former Soviet Union. Syria 
boasts a debt of only ^.5 
billion to international finan- 
cial institutions and western 
states — half of Jordan's exter- 
nal debt. 


Jordan, also involved in the 
peace talks with Israel, has a 
ITOpulation about one-third the 
size of Syria's: Four million 
compared with 13 million. 


Syria also owes the former 
Soviet Union $12 billion, one 
Western economist said. 

Since the 1991 Gulf war. 
Syria — which joined the U.S.- 
led coalition that ousted Iraq 
from Kuwait after a seven- 
month occupation — has re- 
ceived about SI billion from 
Western countries and some 
$1.5 billion from pro-Western 
Arab states. 

Western sources here said 
the amounts were, however, 
too small to put pressure on 
Damascus. 

While the United States 
might try to link a settlement 
of Jordan's debt to progress in 
the Israeli-Jordanian negotia- 
tions. “Such pressures are 
more difficult with Syria,” a 
Western economist said. 

“The Jordanians want to res- 


chedule their debt with the 
Paris Oub (of western lending 
nations!, hke E^pt after the 
Gulf war. but they are being 
kept waiting,” he said, adding 
that SvTia Fad more room for 
manoeuvre. . , 

Syria, moreover, is relatively 
healthy financially, and 
“striv'es’ to maintain its fierce 
independence at all levels." he 
said. 

Syria has almost achieved 
self^ufficiency in food in the 
past few years, a rarity in the 
region. 

tJniike the Israeli-Jordanian 
talks, negotiations between 
Israel and Syria within the 
framework of the Madrid 


peace conference in October 
1991 have reached an impasse. 

After doing its utmost to 
escape the "International 


Moneiarv Fund's grip. Damas- 
cus may'still have to struggle 
with the payment of arrears on 
its debts. 

Western countries acknow- 
ledae that SjTia prefers to use 
its foreign currency resen'es to 
develop its investrneots. rather 
than pay back its Western cre- 
ditors. 

In May 1991. S>Tia passed a 
law. knoV-n as law 10. to ease 
investment restrictions and 
offer Iwth Syrians and fore- 
igners maximum freedom, 
notably in the handling of 
foreign currency. 

The legislation, aimed at in- 
vigorating many state-control- 
led industries and creating pri- 
vate sector projects and joint 
ventures, aJro exempts inves- 
tors from paving uup^rt duties 
for the first five'to seven years. 


Peace ship 
scuttled 


off coast 


of Israel 


ASHDOD (R) — Israeli peace 
activist Abie Nathan scuttled 
the MV Peace on Sunday, 
more than 20 years after he 
be^n using the 1940s vintage 


ship as a platform to call for an 
end to the Middle East con- 
flict. 

“It doesn't want to ,s*nk. 
Whv does it take so long?” Mr. 
Nathan asked as he bobbed 
alongside the battered old ship 
in a smaller boat off the south- 
ern coast of Israel. 

Mr. Nathan had closed the 
“Voice of Peace” radio station 
on Oct. 1 after the signing in 
September of the Isracli-Pmes- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) accord. 

His threat to scuttle the ship 
at that time was diverted by an 
offer from a few Israeli officials 
to work towards turning the 
ship into a museum on efforts 
to achieve Middle East peace. 

Asked about the museum 
proposal on Sunday as he pi- 
loted the MV peace out to sea 
one last time nom the port of 
Ashdod, the flamboyant 
Nathan waved his hand dismis- 
sively and said: “They're worth 
nothing. They weren't se- 
rious.” 

Mr. Nathan brought the 570- 
tonne freighter around and his 
two-man crew opened valves 
allowing seawater to trickle 
into its hold at 11 a.m. when 
two final sea-telephone offers 
to buy the ship oid not meet 
Mr. Nathan's conditions. 

Mr. Nathan, who had served 
as a fighter pilot British 
forces m Wond War II, said] 
he was laying bis peace ^p to 
rest for lack of money as much 
as for the spark of peace now 
kindled ini . the Middle East. 

The crusty 66-year-oId clam- 
bered off the mV peace with 
its wheel and power control. 
The radio equipment bad been 
removed weelis ago. 

Seven hours later and well 
past nightfall the sb4> which 
had broadcast popular music 
and hopes for peace was still 
slowly settling into the sea. Mr. 
Nathan and a police boat stood 
watch. 

Israel Radio said the 
Mediteixanean. claimed the 
MV Peace at 7:30 p.m. 

Mr. Nathan b^an a one- 
man campaign for Middle East 


Returning Britons say Turks persecuting Kurds 


The kidnappers said they be- 
»nsed to the Armed Islamic 


longed to the Armed Islamic 
Group (AIG) and their leader 
was identified as Abu Menem. 

The group warned Algerian 
authorities that the “tyrant” 
would “pay dearly for its mis- 
deeds." '^e warning apparent- 
ly referred to a government 
crackdown against fun- 
damentalists who have waged a 
rebellion since the army moved 
in to scrap the second round of 
general elections the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was 
poised to win in January 1992. 

Although there have been 
no attacks against foreigners 
since the ultimatum was 
issued, foreign embassies here 
have taken the threat seriously 
and worry that the Wednesday 
deadKne may bring renewed 
trouble. 

Their concern has mounted 
as the AIC and the FIS have 
refused to negotiate with au- 
thorities who have hinted in 
recent days that they would be 
ready to meet representatives 
of the outlawed FIS to reach a 
settlement to the conflict. 

In a communique dated 
Nov. 20 the AIG stressed that 
it was up to those fighting “in 
the trenches” to deade on the 
country's future and warned 
that Islamic leaders living in 
exile would suffer worst 
death” if they negc^ted with 
the govermueDt. 

Foreign difriomats here also 
fear that fundamentafists may 
retaliate in response to a Nov. 
9 oationwide French govein- 
ment crackdown against sus- 
pected Algjerian extremists. 

Meanwhile, as the clock 
ticks towards Wednesday, 
security measures have been 
beefed up throughout the 
.Algerian capital with fore- 
igners restricting their outings 
and staying in" close contact 
i\ith each other. 

Restaurants and nightclubs 


LONDON (Agencies) — Nine 
British trade unionists briefly 
detained in southeast Turkey 
returned home Sunday accus- 
ing the Turkish authorities of 
persecuting the region's Kur- 
dish community. 

The nine said they were held 
by military officials Friday with 
another British unionist, a 
French national and a Dane. 
The group bad travelled to the 
Kurdish village of Birik to in- 
vestigate reports that the milit- 
ary and police were torching it 
and murdering villagers. 

“Immediately we got there 
we could see that the houses 
were still burning. There was 
just delation,” Sarah Dally 
of the health workers’ union 
(Unison) told a news confer- 
ence at London's Heathrow 
airport. 

“We all got out and started 
taking photographs when a 
Kurdish woman started 


“marched us out of the village 
and into a field. We thought 
we were going to be shot.^’ 

The group "was held over- 
night at an army station in a 
nei^bouring village and the 
following morning they were 
driven to a police station in 
die proviacial centre of Diyarba- 
kir, she said. There they were 
interrogated before being 
allowed to contact tbeir consu- 
lates. 

Twenty-seven hours after 
they were first held they were 
given back tbeir passports and 
told they could leave. 

No one was immediately 
available at the Turkish embas- 
sy for comment. 

Since 19S4 the southeast has 
been the scene of intense fight- 
ing between government forces 
and guerrillas of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), which is 


the National Union of Mine- 
workers. said the group has 
brought back evidence to 
prove their claims. “We have 
pictures and everything else to 
back it up.” 

Wiping away tears she said, 
“these people are under such 
stress and such pressure every 
day. They are followed and 
watched as we were. We man- 
aged to get out — we were ok 
— but they have to live with it 
every single day of their lives.” 


Turkey reports drug link 
Turkish Interior Mirrister 
Nahit Mentese said Sunday 
chat security forces had scored 


major successes against Kur- 
dish rebel drug-smuggling ot>- 


dish rebel drug-smuggling op- 
erations. 


fighting for self-rule in the re- 
gion. Ten thousand oeonle 


screaming ’gp away, the sol- 
diers will shoot you. You'll be 


muzdered'.” 

Ms. Dally said a group of 
soldiers surrounded them and 


gion. Ten thousand people 
have died in the fitting. 

The group had gone to Tur- 
key to stucty the conflict. 

Another member of the re- 
turning party, Brenda Nixon of 


He said in a written state- 
ment that police had seized 
1,054 kilogrammes of heroin, 
2,884 kilogrammes of mor- 
phine base and 23,679 kilog- 
rammes of hashish from PKK 
traffickers this year. 

“This terrori^ organisation 
gets financial revenues from 


smuggling drugs abroad, as ii 
does in 'furkey," Mr. Mentese 
said. 

“Our government has been 
struggling to make Europe 
proclaim the PKK illegal since 
the establishment of tlie orga- 
nisation." 

Germanv on Friday became 
the first European cbuntn* to 
ban the PKK. following a 
crackdowm on PKK militants in 
France. 

Mr. Mentese said securirv 
forces had killed 126 PKJv 
guerrillas and captured 76 in 
southeast Turkev in the last 15 
days. 

In the latest violence, eight 
PKK fighters were killed in 
clashes 'Saturday in the Kulp 
region of Diyar'bakir province 
and one was killed near Gene, 
in Bingoi province, according 
to the" emergency rule gov- 
ernor's office" in Diyarbakir. 

More than 10.300 people 
have been killed in Turkey 
since the PKK began its armed 


stiu^le for an independent 
Kurdish state in the southeast 


Kurdish state in the southeast 
in 1984. 


Woman takes helm of Kuwait University 


By Winiam MacLean 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — - The woman at 
the helm of Kuwait University 
wante to train her students to 
survive in a more difficult post- 
Gulf war world. 

Faj^ A1 Kharafi, the rector' 
of Kuwait University, is the 
first woman in the Gulf and 
^bably the entire Arab 
Worid to bead a university. 
She is a firm befiever in merit 
as the only criterion for 
advancemenL 

“What I would most like my 
g^uates to be is indqzendent, 


career as a professor of che- 
mistry. 

She wants to improve 
academic standards and make 
the youth of the wealthy, oU- 
es^iting emirate increasingly 
self-reliant. 

Kuwaitis say their ability to 
remodel tbeir education sys- 
tem wOl be crucial to any 


attempt to diversify the eco- 
nomy away from almost total 


usually popular among fore- 
igners nave been deserted 
while the government and 
embassies have issued 
emei^ncy phone oumbeis. 


people who truly learnt what 
they studied and did not just 
study to get a certificate,” she 
said in an interview. 

“Life is Ktting more and 
more difficult, and the most 
important thing is to learn 
properly, so one can survive in 
soaefy. whether this be in 
Kuwait or outside." 

Ms. Kharafi took over the 
emirate's only universify in 
July following a distinguished 


nomy away from almost total 
reUance on oU and on foreign 
workers. 

Kuwait is placing a strong 
emphasis ou the need for 
education and training foUow- 
iog the Gulf war deletion of 
once-massive financi^ reserves 
and the expulrion or flight of 
hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians seen as disloyal. 

The absence of many of the 
people rriio ran the economy 
day-to-day has encouraged the 
id^ that Kuwaitis must learn 
new skills and do such jobs 
themselves. 

Students long virtuallv 
guaranteed a government job 
must now graj^le with the idea 


of competing on merit for em- 
ployment. 

Ms. Kharafi, in her 40s and 
wearing an Islamic headscarf 
(bejab), is the latest in a long 
line of women who have been 
appointed to senior positions 
in Kuwaiti society. 

“Women are taking their 
places, good and high "places, 
in society,” Ms. Kharafi said. 

“But we should not look to 
the sex, male or female, but 
the qualifications. The person 
is a person, mde or female.” 

Ms. Kharafi, educated at 
Egypt's Ein Shams University, 
said her priority was to im- 
prove teaching standards and 
practices. 

Her next goal — to instil 
habits of independent thought 
and initiative among students 
used to traditional rote-learn- 
ing — , could not be achieved 
without a similar reform of the 
school system. 

“Independent life needs a 
type of independent student,” 
she said. “But this type of 
independent thinking should 


start from the beginning and 
should exist when they leave 
primary school.” 

“Many of the students we 
repeive warn us to.lqed know- 
ledge to them," Ms. Kharafi 
said. 

“Instead, these students 
should learn an independent 
education by going to the lib- 
raries where they must depend 
on themselves and study for 
themselves.” 

“There is now a basic in- 


man campaign for Middle East 


peace in 1966 vriieo he flew 
private christened “Shalom 
(peace) One" to Egypt at the 


stinct in every Kuwaiti that 


they have to educate their chil- 


(peace) One" to Egypt at the 
heij^t of tensions between that 
country and Israel. Egypt and 
Israel signed a peace treaty in 
1979. 


dren, that the primary invest- 
ment is education," Kasha A1 


ment is education," Rasha A1 
Sabah, the undersecretary of 
the Ministry for Higher Educa- 
tion, said ID a separate inter- 
view. 

The government backs a 
more practical approach to 
education. Minister of Educa- 
tion and Higher Education 
Ahmad A1 Rnbei last month 
complained of “trying down 
the minds of children with cur- 


In March 1973 Mr. Nathan 
anchored the freighter in inter- 
national waters just outside 
Israel's jurisdiction and began 
nmning the “Voice of Peace." 


ricula that rely on memorising 
and repetition.’' 


Mr. Nathan was jailed three 
times by Israeli authorities for 
meeting PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafot before the Jewish 
state lifted its ban against pri- 
vate cjtizens' contacts with the 
PLO in January of this year. 

Egypt is still the only Arab 
state ibnnally at peace with 
Israel. 


Ramallah vies with Jerusalem as Palestinian economic capital 


By Helene Darne 

Agence France Presse 
RAMALLAH. occupied West 
Bank — The occupied West 
Bank town of Ramallah is 
starting to complete with Jeru- 
salem as the economic capital 
for Palestinians keen to benefit 
from the outbreak of peace in 
the region. 

Yaqub Abu Hadwan, owner 
of a car-rental agency, has de- 
cided to open a new showroom 
in Ramallah rather than ex- 
pand his operation in Jeru- 
salem. the traditional Palesti- 
nian economic hub. 

Numerous Palestinian 
businessmen have made simi- 
lar choices. 


In a sign of the times, adver- 
tisements for new shops and 
businesses in Ramallah have 
started flooding the pages of 
East Jerusalem's two mam 
dailies, A1 Quds and AI Nahar. 

The Ramallah boom began 
eight months ago when Israel 
se^d off the occupied terri- 
tories, bairing most west Bank 
Palestinians from entering East 
Jerusalem. . 

“Local taxes here are 40 per 
cent lower than in Jerusalem, 
where I would never have been 
able to buy such a large plot 
siace there is no more space in 
Jerusalem.” Mr. Hadwan said, 
showing off his brand new gar- 
age sheltering 50 cars. 


“I barely have room'to park 
20 in Jeni^em,” he added. 

However, Mr. Hadwan has- 
tens to explain that the Palesti- 


nians are not planning to pull 
out of Jerusalem. "Itl impossi- 
ble for Palestinians to torget 
Jerusalem, as it's our real 


capital. 

Helmi Dalia. head of a fac- 
tory making cardboard boxes 
which opei^ flve weeks ago. 


said the sealing off of the terri- 
tories pushed him into settling 


in Ramallah. 


here," he said. 

Saadi Hassun. director of 
the Ramallah Chamber of 
Commerce, told AFP that in 
recent weeks several banks had 
started up and nine others had 
submitted requests for building 
permits. 

. Two insurance firms and 
four cement plants bad also 
been established, while several 
shops were being built, he 
added. 

Mr. Hassun said that cooi- 


although the chamber did not 
have exact figures because 


many companies had not reg- 
istered wiui it. 


‘Residents of the occupied 
»t Bank cannot eo to Jeru- 


West Bank cannot go to Jeru- 
salem, but we can employ resi- 
dents from East Jerusalem, 
who have no problem coming 


ired with the period prior to 
:pt.. 13, when toe PL(>Israeli 


accord on limited autonomv 
forihe Palestinians was signed, 
there had “definitely been an 
economic explosion," 


istered with it. 

However, many industrial- 
ists are still waiting to see iJf the 
political situation stabilises be- 
fore they venture to invest, he 
explained. 

Mr. Hassun said the town of 
Nablus further north had also 
seen certain industrial and 
commercial development, but 
it was less evident than in 
Ramallah. which benefited 
from its proximity to Jeru- 
salem. 

The influx of entrepreneurs 
has caused land prices to rock- 
et Ramallah. witn-l.OOO square 


metres today costing S800,(X)0, 
according to a real estate 
agent. 

Some 60,(XX) people live in 
Ramallah and the twin town of 
AI Birefa, but Ramallah also draws 
about 200,000 Palestinian 
workers each day from toe 
surrounding areas. 

According to Mussa Kfaa- 
mis, production supervisor at 
the Silvania chocolate factory. 
Mr. Ramallah also has the 
advantage of good weather. 

“It’s never too hot and that's 
why the founder, Antoine Gar- 
abit, decided to open his plant 
here 43 years ago,” he said, 
referring, to the oldest choco- 
late factory in the West Bank. 
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Somali refugees die in watere off Yemen 

SANAA (AP) — Five Somalis jumped inio the water and di^ 
after a dhow carrying 150 refugees fleeing war and hunger m 
their country was refosed entry to Yemen. A spokewnan w 
the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees on StuKiay 
confirmed the &aths which occurred Wednesday, but 
not discuss the circumstances. The ^kesman s«o the diww 
docked later Wednesday at Sheikh &yeed. on the 
coast of Yemen, where the rest of the refugees disembaraea. 
Other sources told the Assisted ftess that toe 
first refused entry at Aden, then at Djtboutt.^and agm n^ 
bdore beoa ^Imed to ucfaoi at Shtfldt w 

five jumped off when the ship w-as off Aden the second time, 
hooins to swim atoore. UNnCR officials oould not explain 




months as many as 1,000 refugees were adimixed foto the 
country. Yemen is the only country on the ArabianProinsula 
wbidi has signed an agreement with the Umtrt Nanons 
10 wow the li^gees into the country. On arrival, 
they are placed in the care, of UNHCR. 


Mauritanian police grab gunman 


NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Mauritanian $#*^3 

gunman shouting “^lahu Aklrar” at indcjwiKte nfe 
celebrations shortly before IMme Minirfcr Sm Mo h y w wr 
Ould Boubacar amv^, eyewitnesses said Sunday. S wiw^riwu o . 
employees told Reuters a man in traditional 
the radio building 'on Saturday evening where 
Boubacar and other ministers were due 10 attetto a 
marking the 33rd anniversary of independence rrom^M^ 
“The man ask^ if the prime minister had arnvw and . 

was told DO he went away. He came »tcr arW^tt 
became suspicious,” a radio staffer told Reuters.^wneitpyi^ 
approached the man he gave the Islamic cr^ *** 
from hfe gown and shoe one lawman 
overpowered him, eyewimesscs .said, adding toat p^e to 
not we and the gunman was arrested unharmed. Mauntiinatt 
an Islamic reptmlic but the government has fauen out ^to 
h^iiners and recently expelled several^ Ateenffl'f^. 
damentab'sts studying at Nouakchott's Koranic school, roo^ 
said toeir wounded colleague was out of danger after surgety 
to remove a bullet. When Mr. Ould Boubacar arrived later the 
festivities continued as planned. 


Rebels say Iran attacked their camp in Iraq 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Revolutionary Guards attac ked a 
ramp in Iraq of the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq oppositiM nonp. 
with mortars Sunday, wounding at least one Mujahedm 
member, tbe opporition gioop said. Iraq-based Mojutedm WMOt 
Massoud Rajavi, in a statement issued after the attack 00 ste 
Ashraf camp 75 kilometres from the bor^t with (ran, said 
that the group vrould respond inside Iranian territoxy..“Tte. 
Revolutionary Guards crossed into Iraqi tenitoty to laundt 
this mortar attack,” a Mujahedeen spokesman told Reuters tfy 
telephone. “One person was reported wounded." .'Iranian 
planes killed one Mujahedeen member and wounded a dozen 
m an attack on a cmnp inside Iraq in April 1992. A- similar 
attack on Ashraf camp and a base nearer to the IranTO.bwder 


on May 25 caused material danu^ onW. One Mujahedeen 
member was killed and one wounded in Bagdad on Oct. 6 in 


member was killed and one wounded tn Bagdad on Oct. a m 
an attack blamed by the group on Iran. There was no 
imme^ate comment from Tehran on the latest attack on 
Ashraf camp. Ihe Mujahedeen spokesman said a morttr 
bearing Iranian markings was found near the scene of the 
latest incident. 


Rabin urged to condition prisoner releases x 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Relatives of six missing soldiers joined Ify 
a right-wing leader called on the government Sunday to avoid 
releasing F^estinian prisoners until Israel received inforina- 
tion about its lost men. Tbeir news conference came amid 
mounting pressures from Palestinians for Israel to free 
thousands of prisoners as a condition for caning out the Sept. 
13 autonomy accord. “It is not out of any iKtaness of li«art twit 
we are asking that the Palestinian prisoners not be released at 
this time,” said Yona Baumel, father of Zachary Baumd, 
disappeared during a 1982 tank battle in eastern Lebanon. 
“We want the Palestinian families along with our feinities to 


pressure the Palestinian leadership to release this inftmna- 
tion," of his son’s whereabouts, Baumel said. Of its six 


missing soldiers, Israel is reasonably certain toat one, air 
navigator Ron Arad, is alive and in Iranian bands. Arad was 
shot down during a 1986 bombing mission in Lebancm. Israel 


was informed two years ago during negotiations for toe release ' 
of Western hostages held^in Lebanon, that two other imsshu 
men, Yosef Fink and Rahamim Alsheikb, captured in 198dl 
had died. But their bodies were never recovered. The cases of 
tbe other three induding Baumel, Yehuda Katz and Zvi 
Feldman, who disappeared 11 years ago, have been shrouded 
in mystery. 


Israel to cut length of militaiy service 


JAFP) — 'The army’s Qnef-of-Staff, General 
^ud Barak, has proposed to cut toe leng th of ndlicaiy service 


frro three years dm to 32 months, Israeli officials ^d. Hie 
reduc^ for men serving in the army could start from 1995, 
G®n. Barak told a cabinet meeting, A milhaty source said 
meanwfatle that service for women would be cut from 22 to 21 


months as from January 1. The cuts axe part of toe army’s 
modennsabon plans arid based on an assessment that the 
threat from Arab conventional arms has fallen, Israeli militarv 

■mmnipnratrtr 7 aa» .... • • ' 


Israeli daily Hadashot shuts down 


TOL AVIV (AW) — The left-wing Israeli tabloid newspaper 
Hadashw ^ dose down on Tuesday for economic 
toe wWishets armotinced. Hadadshot (meaning news' in 

Hebrew!, whl^h etmnalv o 


^ ^uiVAUillK news ID 

™prewj, which singly backed toe Palestinian antoriomv 
tfeaJ, was lauded in 1982 but never made a profit from a 
of about 30,000. Publisher Amos Sfaol^ said^ 
of the 50 jmirnahsts wtU be taken at his other daily, Haaretz. 
tot most of tto total 400 employees will be made redund^. 

5? TS ne^«papers in Israel, seven in 

one ra En^ md one in Arabic. Two Pafestinian 
dailies are published m East Jerusalem. 
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King Confers medal on Awn Khasawneh 


\ . 


-k 


•AMMAN (Petra) — His 

r.’*- Majesty King.HiBseiD Monday 
. ccnuiened Jordan's -Itednend- 

' - ence Medal of tibe First Order 
, on Ambassador Awn AI Kha- 
i. V sawncbi tbe' legal achisor of 
, His Royal Hi^ess Crown 
! Prince Hassao m appredatioD 
. . of his services aM dj^ng- 
lushed performance at the 
national a^d 'international 
levels. 

Elected i' member of the 
• Comndssion on Piwen- 
tkm of DisoHmination and Pro- 
tectioh' of Minorities in 1984, 
Mr. Kbasa^eb -was eleaed 
diree times' to the. commissioB 
and elected diairman of the 
conunissiob last August. 

He was appointed by the 


Human Rights Commission as 
specif rapporteur on' forcible 
population transfer. 

In 1986, Mr. Khasawneh was 
elected a member of the UJV. 
International Law Commis- 
sion; he was re-elected in 1992. 
Tnis IS a prestigious commis- 
pon of experts in intemationai 
law charged with the codifica- 
tion and j>rogresave develops 
ment of intemadonal law. 

This year, Mr. Khasawneh 
was elected chair man of the 
Commission, on Culture by the 
Biannual General Conference 
ci UNESCO (the United Na- 
tions Educational, Sndal and 
Qiltural Organisation) at its 
meeting in Paris last October. 





Awn AI Khasawneh 



ipinir^ 


YWMA CHARITY BAZAAR: Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath AI Hassan Mon- 
day t^M9U a charity hanar at flie Sports 
Chy orslmised by the Young Women’s 
Muslim 7 Association’s (YWMA) Special 
Education Coifoe. Ihe Princess rievi^ an 
array cf prodncts ran^h^ from hand- 
icrafts, embroideries, ki^ear and wood- 
works made by the centre’s children. 
Acqnrdh^ to the centre’s director, Kha- 


d|jeh Sir^, the proceeds of the bazaar will 
bwefit the centre’s activities. The Spedal 
Educatim Centre provides firee vocational 
tr aining to 160 UKD and women students 
saffinring from mfld mental disabilities and 
provides them with transportation, said 
Mrs. Sirej. Among those present at the 
opening ceremony was MiiUster of Social 
Development Mohammad AI Sqonr and 
Mn. Anne Joan M^afi (Petra photo) 


tciesii? 
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14 -year-old boy is missing 

Fatbm suspects teacher involyement 


‘ Rana Hussrfgj 
Sp^ to the Jordan Thaes 

AMMAN — Police and fami- 
ly members are looldng for a 
l4-year-old boy missiiig tince 
Monday Nov. 22 in what 
Bjifpcars to be the first re- 
ported case of its kind in 
several months. 

' Ra’ed, the second son of 
Mouhdi Hourazri, a merdiant 
who iHves in Jabal AI Hashe- 
mi Al Shamab, left home and 
did liot return Monday even- 
ing ^er a fomOy argument, 
iris fjrther said. 

Tte family notified all 
police stations and hospitals 
m Amman and also friacra an 
adveftisment in local news- 
papers with a iriioto of the 
boy. 

“My son is very sensitive, 
but I did not th^ that he 
would leave the house for 
just an argument,'* Mr. 
Ifourani told the Jordan 
Times. 

FbBowing the app^rance 
of the adwrtianent in Sun- 
day's* newspaper, the family 
reciered several calls from 
individuals uho claimed th^ 
had seen tbe younster but (fid 
not indicate where or when, 
Mr. Hourani said. , 

Tbe Troubled father said 
he suspeettd that-., his sou's 



Ra’ed M. Hourani 

school, Kuteibah Ibn Mus- 
lim, and one of its teachers 
were responsible of his son's 
disappemnnee. 

“One of the school's 
teachers knew I was a trader 
and convinced my son to sim 
a bill of credit worth JD 
and in return my son would 
buy and sell merchanefise for 
the teacher,” the father said. 

The father told the Jordan 
Times be believed his son is 
afraid to return home be- 
cause someone might hurt 
him. 

‘T feel my. son does not 
want to renirri home because 
he knows he is in trouble with 


whomever he was dealing 
with, and he thinks 1 am 
angry at him.” Mr. Hourani 
said. 

He added that he had no 
knowledge of what his son 
could be involved in, or what 
he sold or bought, because 
the boy would not confess to 
it. 

The father told the Jordan 
Times that he contacted 
school officials to complain 
about the teacher but they 
onfy voiced their displeasure’ 
at the incident. 

Mr. Hourani said he was 
not going to complain to the 
hfimstry of Eduration until 
his SOD was found and the boy 
can explain what really hap- 
pened. 

“It is a shame that a 
teacher who is supposed to 
direct students and educate 
them would take advantage 
of them because they are 
young,” said Mr. Hourani. 

A police official contacted 
by tbe Jordan Times at Al 
Hashenri Police Station con- 
finined the misang .^persons 
c^. 

“We received a complaint 
about a missing boy on Nov. 
23.” The officii said. But he 
maintained that police re- 
ceived DO complaint against a 
teacher. 


Visiting Population Institute team 
studies Jordan’s development policies 


ft 




AMMAN' |J.T.) — A delega- 
tion from' the Washington- 
based PoralatiOD Institute (PI) 
Mon^ 'inet with Jordanian 
officials and ei^rts to obtain 
more otformation about Jor- 
dan's portion and develop- 
ment poBcies. 

Former Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber briefed the 
28-meaaber delegation during a 
meetiw (»r^hised by Noor Al 
Hussem Fb^dation (NHF) on 
the political and economic 
situation- in ' tin Kingdom. 

Taweer Abdul Jaber. for- 
mer bead of-fbe Economic and 
SodaL Commission for West- 
ern Asia (CSCWA). spoke to 
tbe delegitjon about the 
populkiion policy tbe Kingdom 


has adopted, referriiw to the 
improved literacy an(T mortal- 
ity rates that they have led to. 

The delegation, whidi is on 
a 10-day “family planning 
study tour,” ahead of the In- 
ternationa Conference on 
Population and Developmrat 
uhich will be held in Cairo 
next year, later visited the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
and was briefed by its presi- 
dent, In'am Mufti, on the 
foundation’s d^lopment pro- 
jects and philosophy. 

Mis. Mufti told the delega- 
tion during a slide presentauon 
of NHFs projects, that the 
foundation, established in 
1985, seeks to introduce in- 
novative and dynamic inte- 


grated communiw develop- 
ment models in the areas of 
family and communiW de- 
velopment, women, children, 
culture and heritage 

The delegation, which also 
visit^ NHFs Trade and De- 
sign Centre, will meet with 
officials at the Population Stu- 
dies Department and the Cen- 
ter for Strategic Studies at the 
•University or Jordan before 
eo(fine its visit on Dec. 3. 

PI President Werner Fomos 
said the delegation chose Jor- 
dan for its family planning tour 
because of the country's “en- 
lightened” population and de- 
velopment policies “which 
could be copied by other coun- 
tries in the region.” 


Jordan to attend 10-day symposium 


AMMAN iPetra) — Jordan 
> will take in a- 10-day sym-^ 

“bfic spendiM and 
;$mnmg in Cairo 
ay). 

- ■ will discuss 



iating the impact 
-■'“ning public 
_ social gap!> 
— .j, oMisequcn^ 

' resumflg the- wylication 
of Tbfr -ebitofflic ^justinent 


{i^mihe sym- 

representatives 



of Syria, Egypt, Sudan, Pal^ 
tine, in addition to toe World 
Bank and the European Com- 
munity (EC). 

The Cairo symposium is 
organised bv the World Bank 
Economic De\'elopmenl In«j- 
tute in cooperation with toe 
Egyptian Social Developnneni 
Fund and the EC. 

Arab diemists to meet in 
Amman 

Jordan will also take part in 
(he threc-day meeting of toe 


Higher Council of Arab Chem- 
ists F^eration, which will be 
held in Amman Wednesdasy. 

Participants will discuss pub- 
lishing or a unified glossary of 
chemical terms, the issuance of 
a mcial chemical director', 
and means of de\'eIoping the 
chemistry curricula in toe Arab 
World. 

Taking part in the meetings 
will be r^resentatives of- 
Algeria. Tunisia, Egypt, 
Sudan, Yemen. Bahrain. Ir^, 
Palestine and Jordan. 


Kingdom reaffirms stand on PLO-Israel accord 
on day of solidarity with Palestinian people 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of State 
for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Jawad Al Anani Monday re^- 
fiimed Jordan's position vis-a- 
vis the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO)-Israel 
agr^ment, but cautioned that 
political, social, economic and 
psychological difficulties ne- 
cessitate the utmost level of 
coordination in order to be 
overcome. 

At a meeting held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC), 
at which a message from the 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafot was read. Dr. Anani 
pointed to the important role 
Jordan can play to achieve 
peace, because of the “special 
relationship between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian peo- 
ples.” 

He said at the conference, 
organised by the Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) on 
the occasion of the Interna- 
tional Day of Soliclarity with 
toe Palestinian People, that 
Jordan’s role is not solely offi- 
cial, it also inclucies the parti- 
cipatioa of private Jordmuan 
coiporatioDs which will play a 
fundamental part in construc- 
tion, investment, industiy and 
funding in the P^estinian en- 
tity. 

' 'The binding relationship 


between the Jordanian and 
Palestinian peoples makes us 
look at toe peatx process as a 
joint march between Jordanian 
institutions and Pedestinian in- 
stitutions ... and joint Palesti- 
nian-Jordanian institutions ...” 
Dr. Anani said. 

The minister, however, 
I^ted out that the declara- 
tion of principles signed on 
Sept. D did not offer solutions 
to all disputable issues, espe- 
cialW concerning Jerusalem. 

“Whfle we here in Jordan 
offer full support for our 
Palestinian brethren in their 
efforts to build up the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
establish tbe Palestinian entity 
that is reflective of the Palesti- 
nian identity, we also attribute 
an unlimited importance to 
Jerusalem and we look to Jeru- 
salem as toe city of peace that 
is open for (people) of all 
rel^ons and administered by 
religious tolerance,” Dr. Ana- 
ni said. 

In the message sent by tbe 
Palestinian president ana read 
by ESCWA Task Force Head 
Sami Sunna, Mr. Arafot stres- 
sed that the success of the 
PLO-Israel agreement de- 
pends first “on (be intention 
and care of both parties to 
implement its articles faithfriUy 
... and also on the will of the 
international community to 
provide the necessary and 
needed support for its suc- 



Left to right. Minister of State for PrinM 
Ministry Afiteirs Jawad AI Anani, Econo- 
mic and Sodal Conmiission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) Exeentive Seerrtary Sabah 
BaKiajly and Palestinian Ambassador to 

by all social forces.of our peo- 


Jordan Al Tayeb Abdui Rahim attend a 
meeting to mark the internadonal day of 
solidarity with the Palestinian people (Petra • 
photo) 


cess. 

Mr. Arafat called on the 
international community to 
offer politick, economic and 
mord assistance. "We express 
our thanks to the donor coun- 
tries which have pledged us 
$2.2 billion in aid ... (but the 
needs require) greater 
amounts than what has been 
pledged, exceeding $12 billion 
until the end of tbe century.” 
he said. 

“We want to build a modern 
and open society based on jus- 
tice, social cooperation and 
free economics; a society 
founded on democraqr, politic- 
al pluralism and participation 


pie... a society based on good 
neighbourlfaess, and tolerance 
and love in confoimi^ with the 
history, culture, civilisation 
and tradition of our people in 
their land, Palestine,” added 
Mr. Arafat. 

ESCWA Executive Seciet- 
a^ Sabah Bakjaji expressed in 
his opening sp^h “ESCWA's 
readiness to provide all the 
services it can to the Palesti- 
nian people and their grass- 
roots and official institutions 
under autonomous rule, in 
compliance with its mandate to 
strengthen cooperation among 
the countries of the region and 


to support regional economic 
and social development, as 
stipulated ^ the Economic 
and Social Council.'' 

Dr. Bakjaji pledged that ' 
“ESCWA will spare no effort ' 
in providing technical assist- 
ance for economic and social 
development in Palestine and 
for the Palestinians." 

“I hope this d.'iy will be the ' 
last of its kind ancl that it will 
become instead tbe day of ; 
assessing cooperation with the ' 
Palestinian people, for their ! 
development, progress and 
welfare under an independent 
administration,'' he said hope- 
fully. 


UNDP to help in applying government’s decentralisation policy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Interior 
hfinister Salameh Hammad 
Monday with the re- 

sident representative of tbe 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), Othman 
Hashem, cooperation in the 
application of the dec^tralisa- 
oon policy in Jordan's gov- 
ernorates. 

Mr. Hashem said the UNDP 
was committed to prmiding 
assistance to Jordan in this 
regard Iw applying the policy 
in one of the gdvernorates as a 
first step. 

In bis meeting over the past 
two months. Prime Minister 
Abdul_ Salam AJ MajaU has 
been advocating tbe decentra- 
lisation pro^amme, noting 
that it would reduce pressure 
on tbe central government in 
Amman and save the dtizens 
time and effort. 

Upon unveiling tbe King- 
dom s 1994 fiscal budget Satur- 
day, Finance Minis ter Sami 
Gammoh said that the budget 
envisaged allocations on a gov- 
eraorate-by-govemorate basis 


in order to advance toe govern- 
ment's policy of decentralisa- 
tion. 

According to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the 
UNDP is expected to send a 
team of three decentralisation 
spedalists to tour Jordanian 
rovernorates and discuss with 
local officials prospect of ap- 
plying the policy and its legm, 
administrative and financial 
dimensions. 

The tour will be followed by 
farther (fiscusstons on the pan 
of the UNDP team with the 
centra] government, in order 
to define areas where tbe 
UNDP can offer assistance, 
according to Petra. 

Minister Hammad was 

J noted by Petra as saying that 
ordan will be ready to cooper- 
ate with tbe UNDP in matters 
related to parliamentary elec- 
tions around the worid and in 
conformity wito a U.N.-spon- 
sored programme related to 
elections, as weQ as in the field 
of local government. 
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Minister of Interior Saiameh Hammad 
(right) Monday discusses coc^>erati(Mi in 
aj^iyiiig the government’s decentralisation 


ptdicy with United Nations Development 
Pre^mnme Resident Representative Oth- 
man Hashem (Petra photo) 


Minister voices Jordan’s conunitment to goals 
of International Social Security Association 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
Minister Khuled Al Ghzawi 
Monday said that Jordan wa.s 
totally committed to the princi- 
ples and goals of the Interna- 
tional Social Security- Associa- 
tion (ISSA) which alms to 
promote varioas types of ser- 
vices to all members of society. 

In line with*these principles. 
Jordan believes that there can 
he no freedom without justice 
and no justice without social 
security, said the minister in an 
opening address to the I.'ih 
regional training c»>urse on so- 
cial security in 'Asia and the 
Pacific. 

He said Jordan was commit- 
ted to political pluralism and 
freedom, which are essential 
tools in en.suring Justice and 
social security. 

Voicing the Kingdoms call 
for further cooperation at the 
pan-Arab, regional and inter- 
national levels, the minister 
said Jordan has enacted and 
applied laws in the fields of 
education, health and si>cial 
security resulting in a popula- 
tion where onc-ihird or the 
citizens are students, and hos- 
pitals and medical serv'Ices are 


vastly upgraded and rivulizing 
standards of some advanced 
nations. 

In addition, great strides 
have been made m the area of 
social security, providing priv 
teciion and welfare lo the 
country's workforce, said Mr. 
Ghzavvi. 

Mohammad Saleh A I 
Hourani. the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC) Director 
General also addressed the ses- 
sion and outlined the corpora- 
tion’s seivices to Jordanian 
citizens and its development 
since its inception in 

Jordanians and foreign 
nationals are treated equally 
by the Social Security Corpora- 
tion Law, Mr. Hourani ex- 
plained. adding that non- 
Jordanians covered by the SSC 
now range between 2U to .32 
per cent'of the Itltl.tKKI indi- 
viduals under the SSC 
umbrella. 

He said tens of thousands of 
non-Jordanian workers be- 
nefiting from SSC c<tverage in- 
clude 'nationals of Egypt. 
Syria. Korea. Finland. Indiu. 
China. Sri Lanka, in addition 



Minirter of Labour Khaled Al Ghzawi 
(centre) Monday attends the opening ses- 


sion of the 13th regional training course on 
social security in Asia and Pacific 


to fewer . individuals from 
Euix>pe. Africa and the .Amer- 
icas. 

Organised by the ISSA re- 
gional office for .Asia and the 
Pacific, in ciH^pcnition with the 
SSC. the 12-day meeting L 
expect-, J to discuss topics re- 
lated to the concept, principles 
and goals of social security us 
well as social securitv funding. 


investments and management.' 

Delegates from India. In- 
donesia. Iran. Korea. 
Malaysia. Nepal, the Philip- 
pines. Bahrain and Jordan tak- 
ing part in the meeting uill 
each submit a working 'paper 
outlining their respective c»>un- 
tries' experienoes in social 
security applications. 

.Specialists from Jordan. Au- 


stralia and ISS.A will deli\er 
lectures at the meeting. 

Heads oi diplomatic mis- 
sions were am«)ng the guois 
attending the opening session 
of the meeting held at the 
Amman Chamber of lndiisir\. 

Representatives of labour 
unions, trade and indusirv 
chambers and researchers are 
attendiiiii the sessions. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are maifnled from 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify tbe listed time 
and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

^ Evhihitif^ n entitled “Palestine Huoiigfaout 
History’* at the Univeraty of Jordan. 
it Exhibition of han dicrafts at the University 
of Anunan, 

it Art exhibition by artist Farghali Abdel 
Hanfty. at the Balka* Art Gallery in Ai 
Fuheis (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m,) (Tel. 
720902). 

Exhibition of ceramics by Iraqi artist 
Seham Saoudi at .Alia Art Gallery (9:00- 
13:30 and 15:00-18:00) (Tel. 639303). 

it Photographic exhibition on the intifada at 
Abdni Hameed Shoman Foundation (8:00 
a.m.4:00 p.m.). 

it Exhibition of potten' by H aa m Al Zu'bi at 
tbe Jordan Cr^* Centre (Al Aydi) — 
Jabal .Amman, Second Circle (9:(M)-13:00 
and 15rfM)-18:00). 


it Exhibitkm of litbographs by a niunber ef 
artists at the French Cultural Centre. 

it Art exhibition by artist Hammmid Shnnt- 
out at Baladoa Art Gallery (Gardens 
Street). 

•fr- Art exhibitimi by Iraqi artist Rakan Dab- 
doob at Orfali Art Gallery (Td. 826932). 

it ExhilntfOD of- recent paintings by artist 
Anunar Khammash at Darat Al F^na of 
the Abdui Hameed Shoman Foundation in 
Jabal Lnweibdeh. Also showings the 
permaoent exhibition (Satnrd^-Tliursday 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

it Charity bazaar by the Young Womra’s 
Mnsllm Association (YWAiA) at the 
Sports City in Amman. 

POETRY RECITAL 

it Poetry recital by physiciaD-poets Dr. Sura 
Snb'nl 'Alsh, Dr. Ibrahim Al Khatib, and 
Dr. Omar Haidar at the Arab Chib for 
Cultnre and Art at 7:00 p.aL 


15 Sudanese engmeers start 
seminar at VTC institute 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group 
of 15 Sudanese engineers in- 
volved in vocational training 
programnmes in their country 
Sunday began a 10-day training 
seminar in Jordan, oreanised 
for them by the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) in cooperation with 
tbe Vocational Training Cor- 
poration (VTC). 

The engineers are vocational 
training supervisors and in- 
structors themselves. 

According to Samih Jaber, 
director of the VTC Instructors 
Training Institute, the 
Sudanese engineers uill re- 
ceive, theoretical and practical 
tiauiing related to integrated 
training programmes, evalua- 
tion of su(^ programmes and 
appreciating trainees perform- 
ances. 

The Sudanese participants 
will also be expend to design 
vocational training program- 


mes and design worl^hops; 
their training will take place at 
several VTC? centres in Jordan, 
according to Mr. Jaber. 

He said the training seminar 
ws proposed by the UNDP in 
coordination with the Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation 
(ILO). 

Noting that the insiiiute 
was estaoiished in 1982 in 
order to provide training to 
Jordanians. Mr. Jaber said that 
arrangements were made later 
to absorb instructors from 
other Arab states. 

He said that instructors from 
Bahrain, Yemen and Morocco 
benefitted from the institute's 
programmes. 

, So far, Mr. Jaber added, the 

uistitute has pro\ided training 
to 3,000 instructors and super- 
™rs representing 44 firms 
from Jordan and other Arab 
co"ntries. 
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The significance of Dec. 13 

THE PALESTINE Liberation Organisation <PLO)- 
Innel accord, s^ed at the White House lak 
September, appears to be on the brink of unravell- 
ing over Isiwli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
government’s new stance that the date set for the 
impknuntation of the deal is not so “sacred,” 
Israeli Health Minister Chaim Ramon went as for as 
Sijing that the Dec. 13 deadline is nowhere fonnd 
in the Ten Commandments, in an effort to belittle 
flie dkapnie. 

Tbe two bask issues that still divide the PLO and 
Israel are the size of the Jericho territory that 
Israeli soldiers must withdraw firom and control 
over border crossings with Jordan and Egypt. For 
the Palestinians, the date for enforcing the Gaza- 
Jericho First agreement is extremely critical. It was 
no 9asy task for the PLO leadership to sell the deal 
to hs people in the first place. The organisation has 
also encountered violent opposition from various 
Palestinian foctions because it has signed the deal. 

If Mr. Rabin reneges on fliis modest pact with 
PLO Qiainnan Yasser AraCat, tbe antagonists of 
tbe peace process would appear to be vindicated and 
tiielr hands stieng th cncd among the Palestinian 
coBSfitaencies, ndliidiBg; tiiose vHio chose to mve the 
accord die benefit of the doobt. Now the groups that 
fought and are stfll fightii% die Sept. 13 accord have 
all the jnstification to tefl their opponents ‘T told 
yon 90.” 

Symbolically, the deadfine for putting in place the 
Paleslmian-lsraeli i^eement on interim seif-rale 
for the Palestinians in Gaza and Jericho is not just a 
date on the calendar. It is alltmns test of Israeli 
seriooaiess to withdraw from even a few kflometres 
ni Palestinian territory and give the moderate 
Palestinians a glimmer of hope about the prospects 
for pe^ in the Middle East. If the Israeli side keeps 
on insisting that the agreed upon Dedaration of 
Princ^es with the PLO means only the redeploy- 
ment of Israeli armed forces around Jericho and 
Gaza at a time when the wording of the initial 
accord spedficafly ca^ for withdrawal, any agree- 
ment with Tel Aviv within the framework of the 
Declaration of Principles is not worth the paper on 
which it Is written. 

Hus whole exerdse between the PLO and the 
Rabin government also brings into question the 
agnif i caiife rf any nndcfaiifd dead wiih the Israelis. 
One wonder s why the exte nt of Israeli withdrawal 
from the Gaza Stari^ and Jericho area was not 
spelled out in the first place. Snrcly it mu st have 
crossed the minds of the two parties timt such a 
significant piece of **detafl” goes toto the heart of 
the matter, and leaving it out hanging in thin air is 
an irresponsible negotiating tactic. TIds episode also 
vtodicates the Syrian concerns about tiu nithsAte 
Israeli intentions. Damasens insists that even an 
initial OT interim peace agreement most be iron-dad 
to details to avoid the pitfells of the Gaza-Jeridw 
first deal. Henceforth, all the Arab parties should 
aim to pin down their Israeli connterparts on every 
sm^e detafl. 

ARABIC PRESS COHUHEIfTARlES 

AL DU5TOUR daily said Monday that the military mentality is 
stOl dominati ng the mind of Greoera] Rabin, lAo heads in 
toael a government bent on perpetuatii^ occiqxition of Arab 
land. Mr. Rabin is rifling with poUtical matters with a ndlitaiy 
thinking and ts bent on depriving the Palestinians of their 
legitimate riglits, dspite the deal with the PLO smned on 
Sept. 13, saidAe paper. Mr. Rabin has recently manifested an 
attamant poatioD regar^i^ the redeployment of Israeli forces 
in Gaza Jeridio and his sending of tnxm to miell the 
resistance in tiie two areas, in total defiance of tbe Palestinian 
people's fedii^ and national aqrirations, it added. Observers 
Believe tlht by so doing, Mr. Rabin U tnwg to distort tbe 
PLO-Israeli deal so as to go back on Israers commitments to 
withdraw forces from the two areas as a first stq> towards 
granting the Palestinians autonomy rule, the paper continued, 
w. Rabin gave this impression to the world in bis annonnoe- 
ment that the implementation of the Gaza-Jericbo first 0 [>tion 
would be delayed for sometime, according to the paper. It said 
that by so doing, Mr. Rabin has given the world another 
impression that whatever Israel agrees upon wiA tbe Arabs 
c^d also be subject to delay and procrastmatk m and tb^ 
Israel respects no deals and does not honour any commit- 
ments. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra*i daily expressed apprehension of 
the peace formula which is being vehiculatra in the Arab 
World by the U.S.-Isr^li alliance. Fahd Al Fanek said that we 
bad assumed that peace would be accompanied by a degree of 
economic progress that would palliate toe bitterness acram- 
panying the compromise with Israel. Contrary to expectations, 
the real estate and the finandai and commerdal markets are 
slowing down, obviously as a result of the accelerating peace 
proc^, especially following reports about a PLO-Isra^ deal, 
tbe signing of the Jordanian-to^Ii common agenda and tbe 
formation of a tripartite Jordanian-Israeli-American Econo* 
mic Committee, the writer said. Jordanian ofiidals, be said, 
are puzzled to find that instead of the promised “economic 
progr^," the Kingdom is fadng economic recession, xriiich 
the prime minister has interpreted the phenomenon as being 
the ^ult of a state of wmt-and-see situation following the 
political d^elopments and tbe deals signed in the past few 
mont^ with Isi^l. The writer said that Jordanians are now 
apprel'ensive of the negative impact of the deals signed with 
Is^l .IS ^le are already mtnessing the adverse consequ- 
ences affecting their economy. 



The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G- Khoun 


Parliament? confidence and the Karak resthouse lunch menu 


The controversy afxiut whether or not Prime Minister Abdui 
&lam Majali should, can or must ask Parliament for a vote of 
confidence on the basis of His Majes^ King Hussein's Speech 
fnm the Throne is a legal and consticutional technicality ^at 
is pregnant with political impUcattons. Technically . the prime 
minister is ri^t, as technically he always is. because he is a 
technical man of great expenence and considerable profes- 
sionsJ depth. According to the Constitution and its recent 
interpretation, the King's speech can be considered bv ' 
Parliament as the government's policy statement. But this is 
not the real issue and both the prime minister and his 
opponents know it. 

The real issue is that some members of Parliament and many 
other people in tbe public at large are critical of tbe 
government's political conduct. The parliamentary vote of 
confidence Is an opportunity for those people to engage in 
political and intellectual battle with Prime Minister Mmali and 
his government. This is difficult if not impossible to do if the 
terms of reference of the contest are King Hussein^ speech, 
for three important reasons; 

a) it would be seen inappropriately impolite to challenge or 
to oppose policies that nave been personally articulated by 
King Hussein, in view of the King's personal popularity and 
bis official position above the fray of daily politics; 

b) the speech from tbe throne is a very broad review of 
principles that drive government policy, rather than a detailed 
set 01 programmes that will be implemented; 

c) the vote of confidence from the Parliament is not only 
about broad policy guidelines that the government will follow, 
but also about its democratic impulses and its behaviour, 
wdiether now, in recent months, or in the near future. 

The prime mui'ister and his supporters are following the 
letter or tbe law by submitting the King's speech as their policy 
programme; but they are doing damage to the spirit of the 
times and to the whole concept of democracy that is enshrined 
in the Constitution and the National Charter. 

The prime minister is in a very delicate position. He should 
find a way to reconcile, on the one hand, his clear constitution- 
al ri^t to hide behind the King's speech with, on the other 
hand, his obligations as an educated and enlightened' Jorda- 


nian and a political personality to continue Jordan's impreuive 
but inconsistent drive for genuine democracy and pluralism. 

Dr. Majali is a political personality chosen for his important 
position by the King, but he has not Been elected by thepeople 
or ratified by their representatives. He emanates from a 
political culture and a historical era that are noteworthy for 
many fine attributes, but not particularly for the vibrancy of 
their fonnal democratic practices or their politically pluralistic 
inclinations. His own government's behaviour has rased v^id 
questions about the elections, the state's information policy, 
conduct of the peace talks, and other sensitive fields that 
reflect on the nature, direction, and seriousness of our 
demoCTatisation. It is important for him personally and for the 
political progress of Jordan that these questions be dealt with 
in a politically credible manner — i.e.. in a parliamentary 
debate based on his government's visions and plans, rather 
than onU' on the King's speech. 

Therefore, the prime minister stands before a historic 
opportunity that is both personal and national in its dimen- 
sions. He can make the personal transition from a political 
personalitt' to a genuine political leader, and he can strike a 
powerful blow for the credibility of Jordan's political trans- 
formation to a system of democratic pluralism. 

He could do this, for example, by proclaiming that he will 
submits the King's speech as his government's policy program- 
me -- but he niil add to it an annex detailing the government's 
policies in more specific terms, and explaining in greater depth 
some of the decisions that his government has recently taken 
and may plan to take in the future. 

We all know that his government will win a vote of 
confidence, even if it submits the lunch menu from the Karak 
resthouse as its policy programme. The incumbency of this 
prime minister and h'fs government are not in jeop^y. Dr. 
Majali is not fiersonally the issue here; the issue is the quality 
of our political values and the credibility of our political 
system. 

It would be an act of great personal courage, national 
maghanimit)'. and political astuteness for Dr. Majali to submit 
his government to the sort of political debate that would result 
if he proWded a policy statement other than, or alongside, the 
King's Speech from the Throne. He has nothing to lose, and 


both he and the country have much to gain, by 

and grand political aci. He would be remembeaU as Pjjme 

min& ^ strengthened Jordanian 

and the parliamentary dimension of its rt'nsHtutional 

and the constitution lell him that he can 
the King's speech: his democratic sentiments 
that thifis nStenough. Also, the 
him from adding to and 
constitution is a minimally document, 
ridits and to address certain procedural cventualitvs such as 
the case of a government that was apfwmted when Rarluunent 
SSliot in ^session. To stick to the 
CoastitatioD at a moment like this is an act of 
but also of excessive political caution .md needlol n.itionaJ 
IJstlessness. This is a moment that invites vision, pa^ira^nd 
deeds that transform ordinary men into . 

Dr. Majali and his colleagues should ponder 
because they are entrusted with 

their own political fate or peraonal ^nsitivitics. i«e ^n^^ 
point of democratic pluralism is that ^5 

formulated through a perpetual process of political gwcMtiu- 
take, whose main components are votes, public ppiniom io^. 



Dr. Majali to^y is w^'ing the law, but perhaps also eviiding 

the pluralistic spirit of the day. 

Dr. Majali stands before a rare opportunity to strike a blow 
for the forces of light, to give Jordanian democrat^tipn a 
timely boost, and to earn the son of popular credibiliivjand 
politi^ respect that can only be earned m the mudpit of 
parliamentary debate and the mechanisnis of democratic 
pluralism. What is he afraid of? Why docs he chow to hi^ 
behind the King's speech when he has the .self-connitence, the 
intellect, the policy orientation, the votw. and the monuntDin 
of histoiy required to win a vote of confidence — ^ fi>r himself 
and for the Jordanian political system s capacity to keep 
progressing? 

<g) 199.^ Rami G. Khouri 


Wanted, a philosophy of free community 


By Flora Lewis 


PARIS — Electorates every- 
where are disenchanted, no 
longer convinced that the peo- 
ple in charge know how to 
make things work decently. 
After generations of passive 
compliance, voters in Italy and 
Japam have stirred themselves 
to throw the rasials out. 

In the United States, tbe 
long, slow degradation of the 
dty dimate has at last struck 
peqple as a crisis beyond tol- 
eration, more urgent than 
troubles in distant lands. The 
rates of casual murder, of chil- 
dren bom to single, often juve- 
nile mothers, of third and 
fourth generations subsisting 
on welrare and crime, have 
fractured traditional self-satis- 
faction and confidence. 

The phenomenon of a large, 
residum under-class can no 
longer be denied. They are not 
just people waiting their turn 
to be lifted on a tide of growth. 
They have been left behind by 
a sodety unable to absorb or 
lure them to accept its assump- 
tions. They form gan^ as the 
antidote to the loneliness of 
modem dty life. 

CoQcera is spreading at the 
loss of cohesion, of the West's 
sense of assurance that it is 
Miira the right way and can 
deaf with the perceived, 
mounting challenge. A spK- 
tacularly successful capitalist 
like Sir James Goldsmith 
warns about “(he trap" of fail- 
ing to maintain the equilibrium 
and harmony with nature that 
he discerns in the Mutual 
rhythms of traditional 
sodeties. i 

The western malaise, the 



signs of decadence, the fear 
that thin^ are radng out of 
'control dve apparent subst- 
ance to the arguments of those 
in power in developing coun- 
tries that the West should keep 
its vaunted values to itself. 

There are many in the world 
prepared to echo Chinese Pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin's lecture to 
President Bill Clinton in Seat- 
tle that the claim to universal 
human rights is a form of un- 
acceptable interference in their 
affairs and that the West 
should stick to what it does 
best, just doing business. 

Samuel Huntington predicts 
that the next global conflict 
will be a “clash of dvilisa- 


tions." and he provokes tre- 
mors. As there is for horror 
movies, there is always a mar- 
ket for predictions' of new 
cataclysm, identification of a 
new enemy. 

And yet the ride of western 
self-doubt is matched by a tide 
of demand in the poor coun- 
tri« for a new way of life, for 
relief from the unending cycles 
of silent suffering. It isn't only 
for material welfare. The grea’t 
appeal of fundamentalism'is its 
promise of dignity, of self- 
respect. of a morally clean 
environment in an all-embrac- 
ing community. 

Intellectuals from traditional 


societies, more and more of 
them comfortably conversant 
with both worlds, are arguing 
instead that it is democracy 
and human rights, evolved 
over centuries, which made 
possible the West's emergence 
from the ancient quagmires. 

and that they are indeed uni- 
versals available to all who 
have the courage to insist upon 
them. 

That is the theme of a two- 
part film made for French tele- 
vision's Antenne 2 from the 
book “The South Slope of 
Liberty." by Mahmoud Hus- 
sein. pseudonym for two Egyp- 
tians who work at United Na- 


tions Education, Social and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
KCO). They identily’ concern 
for the individual, r^pect for 
each person in his or her own 
right, as the essential founda- 
tion of freedom, of the hopes 
for a truly flourishing com- 
munity. 

And they recognise the terri- 
ble strain, the pain of trans- 
formation from the comforting 
and yet stifling coax)n of tradi- 
tion to personal responsibility, 
persona] initiative, self-re- 
liance. But that is what makes 
change possible and brings the 
capacity to adapt to change. 

It seems to me that there is 
not a clash but a convergence 
of awareness working here. 
There is no either/or resolution 
of the question of indiridii^ 
versus community. Man is a 
social animal and needs sup- 
port from his kind, but innova- 
tion. creativity, dvnamism 
come with opportunity for in- 
dividual effort. 

There is something to take 
from other cultures, older wavs 
of facing the travail of life and 


the indifference ot nature. But 
not at the expense'! if giring up 
the hurd-won undcMandir^ of 
liberty, the noble-burden of 
perso'nal Fcsponsilility. It ts 
the meaning of biodernity, 
although it 'still li'eds com- 
munity. J 

Accommodatind both is 
necossarilv the eomhon goal, 
and that .should be r^*ogmsed. 
The philosophy of th^ required 
synthesis has not teen adc- 
q'uutely do'do|.?ed. there is 
some of it in the enikonmen* 
talisi movement, uith its re- 
minder that wc arc o\v^ to 
..{live within liinilN aiid tSire not 
exclude all conecras bilt setf.* 
But the ultimate gooUn pro- 
tecting nuture is to mulae its 
capacity to support us as con- 
scious. self-aware humabs. 

After the "me" gencbiiun 
and the old, resikneti and 
■hierarchical "they gehera- 
tions. the prcs.surcs are to pro- 
duce an "us" generation. each 
of us. endow'ed with hianan 
rights by the fact of vulnerabil- 
ity to suftering and the ubilitv 
to think — International 
Herald Tribune. 


CSCE — focus of Europe’s 
hopes and failures 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reurer 

LONDON — Worthy and 
well-meaning, the conference 
on security and cooperation in 
.Europe (CSCE), whose fore- 
ign ministers meet in Rome 
mis week, embodies the hopes 
for a new order after the cold 
war — and the fading of those 
hopes. 

After nearly two decades as 
a forum for wronging over 
human rights between the 
communist East and the capi- 
talist West, the CSCE looked 
set to emerge as the body that 
would heal Europe's divisions 
after the fall of the ^rlin Wall 
four years ^o. 

An ambitious summit in 
Paris in 1990 launched a char- 
ter for a new Europe, foil of 
lofty ideals, adopted a treaty 
slashing the armed forces of 
European states, and set up 
offices along the continent's 
former fault lines in Prague. 
Warsaw and Vienna, 

But the new Europe turned 
out differently from the way 
the champions of the CSCE 
had imagined. 

Instead of an era of peace, 
democracy and free trade, the 
rantinent was plunged almost 
immec''ately into a cauldron of 
et lie conflicts that four de- 
caues of communism had sup- 
pressed in its eastern half. 

Tlie CSCE attempted to 
-grapple with these problems, 
settin., up conflict prevention 


mechanisms and dispute proce- 
dures. But. with a membership 
swelling to a current total of 53 
states. It found itself too cum- 
bersome. and weak to act de- 
cisively. 

"The problem of the CSCE 
is it is run by consensus, so 
everything is the lowest com- 
mon denominator." a western 
diplomat commented. “It does 
move, but slowly." 

The Yugoslav conflict, 
which e rap ted within a week of 
the CSCE's first council of 
forei|:n ministers meeting in 
Berlin In June 1991, deah an 
early blow to the organisation's 
hopes of preriding over an 
epoch of harmony and 
prosperi^. 

Out of its depth, the CSCE 
almost immediately turned the 
problem over to tKe European 
Community, and eventually to 
the United Nations and 
NATO. 

The one consolation for the 
CSCE was that the Yugoslavia 
problem also defeated those 
much more powerful and long- 
established institutions. 

The CSCE also tackled the 
conflict over Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh, a largely Armenian en- 

war has been raging since 198S. 
It set up a negotiating group 
which has been trying to 
arrange a peace conferenra in 
Minsk, Belarus. 

But the combatants have re- 
fused to come to the negotiat- 
ing table, and the CSCE can- 


not force them. 

The foreign ministers' 
annual meeting in Rome on 
Tuesday and Wednesday is 
likely to be dominated by Rus^ 
sia's bid to gain international 
backing and finance for it to 
play a peacekeeping role in the 
many conflicts racking the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

Diplomats sav the CSCE is 
unlikely to give Moscow a 
bjank cheque to intervene in 
disputes where it has stron*i 
strategic interests of its own. 
but will review c.-srh :• • •- 
merits. 

It will be a strange turn for 
an organisation which the 
Soviet Union was itself in- 
strumental in launching in 
1972. Then Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev saw it as a 
collective security pact that 
would perpetuate' communist 
control Over East Europe. 

In fact, western states turned 
It into a platform from which to 
attack communist restrictions 
on civil liberties. Tussles over 
hurnan rights dominated suc- 
cessive “review conferences'', 
two of which — in Madrid and 
Vienna — lasted three vears 
each. 

Marw historians now believe 
the CSCE and the charters it 
adopted helped to inspire the 
peoples nf Eastern Europe to 
overthrow their communist 
masters, a result quite (he re- 
verse of the one Brezhnev had 
intended. 

For some, the collapse of 


European communism in 1989 
was the high point of the 
CSCE. 

But there is general agree- 
ment in Europe that the orga- 
nisation still has its uses, even 
if its achievements can only be 
measured in small steps. ' 

Its all-embracing mem- 
bership. extending from Cana- 
da to Kyrgyzstan, may be its 
chief weakness but is also its 
main strength, supporters 
argue. 

"The CSCE has been in- 
strumental in supplying a 
forum in which everyonc'ican 
meet on equal terms. " one 
diplomat said. 

Unable to send in 
peacekeeping troops of its 
own. the CSCE has sent moni- 
tors to problem areas including 
Georgia. Macedonia. Molded 
va. Estonia and Latvia, as well 
as Serbia from where they have 
now been expelled. 

Diplomats say the situation 
has deteriorated in the trou- 
bled Serbian provinces of 
Kosovo, Sandjak and Vojvodi- 
na since the monitors were 
kicked out in retaliation for the 
rump Yugoslavia's suspension 
from the CSCE. 

The CSCE, earlier this vear. 
also persuaded Estonia to'tone 
down its citizenship law which 
was seen as discriminating 
against the force Russian 
minority there. Latvia, has 
asked the CSCE to look at its 
own similar problem. 


LETTERS 


The change within 


To tbe Edita-: 

It is plain that changes in a political system require chaoces in 
people s soaal and cultural institutions, and this invdfies a 
renily 'processes that often operate concur- 

We are undergoing a social and political revolution, a 
radical modification of our political system. This chance brines 
about conflicts ^tw«n different kinds of social instiilitiom 
and be^een indiv^uals. Change cannot come in a keaiK 
Conflicte have to be confronted und-dcafi 
with. The major ronflia arises when people or institutions are 
foced wiA ide^ alwut what is and what ought to bo and, more 
** achieve the “what ought to be", 

tensions ensue and these tenriims 
■ *”*.«»?* theinselves in and between indi\idual pconlc 
. IS happens to be the rcalitv a societv is revaltine 
against to achieve “what ought to be." The transfomtSSS 
struggle, especially a.s old habits die hani and 
ideologies are deep-rooted in our psvcholoqs' that thev 
cannot easily altered. We believe in ihimgc. L (cir thb 
iml^own and, as a consequence, there arises esmftiet in as and 
feels the frustration and the stress 
^e to his or her inner conflict, which is consequcmiv roflceicd 
te^een and among individuals. It nM until wc rewlt 

ideology, behaviour and a set of shait^ ?!n r ^ 

operate within a social sxMem's framework 

The change has lo he hnilt-in in ..ursel«s if it i„ heemo a 

Naiasha Bukhari. 

H.O. Box 364i 
Amnuin. 1 

v' f'lt'Aihi’. t-encis'fnienA*d 


reiidei^ on ;inv subject thev wisn to tackle len.^rs)i. 
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Sunset for the blue 
men of the desert? 


TRENTO, — As dnl- 
drtn. our imannation was cap- 
tured by tbe desert knights of 
the Sahara, dressed all in blue, 
armed with long swords — the 
“tabouka** —Javelins and 
leather shields, loey ride their 
eamek across the desert at 
lightning q>eed, knowing no 
home, no mmtiers, no laws, no 
masters. They are driven only 
by the hunt new pastures or 

enemies to fi^t. 

Arab conquerois named tbe 
Tooaregs ‘Those forgotten by 
God.” The Touareas cau 
themselves “free men'^ — Kel 
Tamadieck, those who speak 
tbe Tamacbeck Berber direct, 
or Kel Tamu^ust, those who 
veil their races. 

Until recentiy, the camel 
was like a boat enabling the 
Touarea to cross the sea of 
d e sert. The sky was their only 
roof and the Suara their conn- 
try. Now that countries have 
gwied independence tom col- 
onisation and tiieir tontiers 
are defined, the eastence of 
tbe Touareg is threatened by 
technological promss and 
wars, as weU as by natural 
disasters, sneh as droughts of 
biblica] proportions. 

Could we be looking at a 
“final solution"' for the 
Touareg tribes of the Sa^ua, a 
vast region of 8,600,000 squm 
kiltHDetres (fiwded up mtfaitt 
the boundaries of western 
Sahara (former Spanish 
Sahara), Morocco, Algeria, 
Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt 
(whidi contain its norths 
readies) and Mauritania, Mali, 
Chad and The ^dan 
(umiefa make the southera 
section). This k tba question 
asked by many eiqieTts since 
these tnoes took up aims in 
recent years to defend them- 
selves and their centuries — 
old existence as nomads. 

Tbe International institute 
of Anthropology in Paris and 
the Peace Forum of Trento in 
Northern Italy have just held a 
Euro-African Confess aimed 
at helping the Touareg bi^ on 
the path to freedom and digni- 
ft was* tile first meeting of 
its kind dealing with nomadic, 
shepherd pc^nuUions and their 
current, problems in the 
Sahara. ■ “ 

The president of the Kidal 
“Assakok” (the nest) Associa- 
tion, a Mali Touareg called 
Acherif Ag. Mohamed ex- 
plained in an interview that tbe 
main reason for tbe deteriora- 
tion of his ancestral way of life 
in the indqiendenoe of African 
countries. “Unwittingly or 
titfough ignorance, or both, 
tbe countries that inherited tbe 
lands of tbe Touar^ and tbe 
Moors saw nomadism u a 
potential danger to national 
unity and power.” 


By AttOjo Gaadio 


Mr. Mohamed says they 
categorised these proud, 
nomadic shepherds as rebels 
and slave-traders. Some coun- 
tries reacted to this threat by 
strict border controls, he 
added, unlike the relaxed days 
of the ooloniaiists. “More *b*n 
two miUion Touaregs were 
condemnd to life-threatening 
munotufity. As initiatives were 
taken, they were more and 
more catastrophic and strang- 
led our way of life."' 

These initiatives included 
disiuption of grazing areas by 
diill^ works, witiidrawal of 
graziim rights, forcible break- 
iqi Oz caravans because they 
were consulted iUidt, heavy 
taxes and import duties and 
low-cost rental of Touareg 
lands to oil barons. “Our feim- 
ing community has also been 
severely affected and ^lit m 
by the terrible droughts of 1973 
and 1984 and the arrival of the 
lor^, whi^ is in serious com- 
petitfon with tiie camel,’" Mr. 
Mohamed s^. 

The aimed rebellion began 
in May 1990, with tbe mas- 
sacres of Tehin Tabaraden in 
Niger. “At tbe beginning of 
the year, the l>fiamey govern- 
ment aereed with Al^ria to 


return 18,000 refugees from 
the drou^ts who were living in 
miserable conditions in border 
camps. Because they wanted to 
suppress the threat of resist- 
ance from Libyan Touareg 
. forces that had militaiy train- 
ing in the 1960s, the Nigerian 
authorities negotiated simiil- 
taneously for tbe return of 
pt^tical eales to tikeir home 
coun&y.” 

The authorities sought and 
obtained aid tom some Euro- 
pean countries for tbe resettle 
ment of the Touaregs in Niger. 
“The wholesale c^rsioo of 
international funds allocated to 
the Touaregs i^ted the rebel- 
lion against atrodous in- 
justice,” he said. 

“hfi^"s army was in a state 
of war witii the Touaregs,” Mr. 
Mohamed c^lained. “Hun- 
dreds of civilians were arrested 
and tortured on tbe pretext of 
restoring order and cmsfimg 
the so-(^ed rebels. Ironically, 
it was Niger's brot tiiat caused 
the rebellion. Inis outrage 
quiddy spread to the neigh- 
bouring country, Mali.” 

Centres exf rebeOion were 
id in difierent areas, 
population suf- 
fered ruthless imnisals at the 
bands of the Mahan army and 
sought refrige en masse in 
neighbouring Algeria and 
l^uritania,"* Mohamed said. 
“When its inhabitants fied, the 
army took over occupation of 
tbe Sahara portion that's in 
MaU.” 

In Jannaiy 1991, the central 


government of Bamako (Mali) 
began negotiating with tbe 
Touaregs because, Mr. 
Mohamed said, it realised that 
“the guerrilla movement could 
last indefinitely and that terror 
was no weapon against tte 
Touaregs. Aluria was con- 
cerned about the qrread of war 
to its own Touareg minorities 
and played a mechation role.” 

Agreements were signed be- 
tween tbe Touaregs and tbe 
Mali rovenuneut at Tamanras- 
set. 'ney provided for internal 
autonomy for the Touareg 
lands (an area as large as 
France), immediate withdraw- 
al of tbe Malian army and the 
ri^t of tbe Touares to negoti- 
ate directly with me intema- 
tional community for huma- 
nitarian aid and development 
cooperation. Four monms la- 
ter, Mali Prerident Moussa 
Traord was overthrown, tbe 
Tamanrasset agFeemeuts were 
challenged ana aimed strug^e 
resumed. 

On April 10, 1992, peace 
was restored through a 
“National Pact"’ signed ^ the 
new democratic government 
and the four mam political- 
milit^ Touareg movements. 
The Touareg accepted mea- 
sures of administra^ decen- 
tralisation vrithin the existing 
state as a substitute for tbe 
status of internal autonomy 
within a federal state, says Mr. 
Mohamed, paving tbe way for 
the return of nearly 100,000 
refugees to the north of ^li. 
“In Niger, however,"’ he 
added, ^There has bera no 
toward peace, desjrite 
Sdent Ousmane’s govern- 
ment being the first to te 
democratically elected.” 

Yet, tbe proposed fixed set- 
tlement plans are not the ideal 
solution for preserving 
Touareg culture. '‘We Touareg 
define our environment ia‘ 
terms of beauty," Mr. 
Mohamed explained. “Beauty 
is synonynmus with life. For 
us, beau^ is greenery stretch 
ing to inmiity, and rain biii^ 
this greenery. We have to sa^ 
iy ourselves by adapting and by 
taking steps to compensate for 
lack of . greener That is how 
we become noinads."" 

“Until the mid^e of the 20th 
century, the nomadic 
shqpberos of the Sahara lived 
in perfect baimony with their 
ecological milieu, he said. 
“Our way of life was not in 
conflict with nature, although 
we to move at any moment 
to pastures that were best for 
our animals. We were consum- 
ers of pastures, but we did not 
stay long enough to destroy 
them, and the droppings of tbe 
nnimals ensured the spreading 
of seeds and manure for fiitore 


seasons. The ^de was never 
destroyed.” 

“In the Sahara, a tree is 
chopped down to make a mor- 
tar or a pulley. Knowing that 
these two utensils — which are 
so necessaiy to a way of life 
and may be used by a femily 
for 10 years or so — it is 
nonsense to implicate the 
nomadic farmer m the phe- 
nomenon of desertification 
that threatens our planet.'' 

Mr. Mohamed emphasised 
that Touaregs are nomads in 
order to “survive” in a land 
Safaarans know best bow to 
manage for their existence. 
‘*We axe nomads because our 
env ir onment is noma- 
dic. The rain, the ponds, even 
the pastures, are nomadic be- 
cause they can never be found 
in the same place... We are not 
nomads for tbe sake of tourism 
or sport, but because travelfeg 
is crudd to our people, our 
animals and everything around 
us."" 

A nomadic lifestyle in the 
Sahara in the next century is 
unlikely. “The current condi- 
tions for the Touareg to return- 
to the nomadism of me past do 
not look fevourable,’* 

Dr. R6I6temii Mariko, 
Secretary General of 
Sahel Internationa] Niger” and 
author of a book on the sub- 
ject. “They are incompatible 
with modom-day life, which 
requires each sodety to be 
somewhat open toward others 
and to adapt to the sodo- 
political context of a nation.” 

“Fortbennoie, Dr. Mariko 
said, “the problems 

feeing the existence of the 
Touareg are related to the fact 
that ofoer former nomadic 
peoples — like the Fulani (also 
called tbe ^ul — a Muslim 
people disseminated through- 
out the southern Sahara) — 
earily accepted the move to- 
ward fixed settlements at the 
start of coIomsatioD."" He says 
the Fulani are more flexible 
and amenable by nature, and, 
in contrast, the Touareg are 
aggressive. 

“The Fulani, unlike the 
Tooarfeg.' benefitted from . 
educatiOhTineihca) care and aOI 
the other changes that fecth- 
tated their complete integra- 
tion into tbe Sahel re^oos in- 
habited by other ethnic com- 
.munities.’'^ Dr. Mariko is con- 
vinced that tbe protection and 
enhancement of the culture 
and identity of tbe Touareg in 
Mali, Niger, Algeria and Lfoya 
will depend on choices the 
Touareg make, enabling them 
to live peace^y and under- 
stood by a world that, althou^ 
imperfect, neverthel^ aspires 
to globd dvilisation — world 
News Link . 



Until the middle of the 20th centnry tbe nomad tribes of 
die Jahara lived a life suited to the harsh environment (tf 


the desert but the Touaregs have been seen as a threat by 
African government (WNL photo) 
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St. Petersburg unhappy about plans to bury Lenin 


By David Ljnnggren 
Reuter 

ST. PETERSBURG — 
Crowds do not flock to the 
grey marble tomb tucked away 
m a corner of St. Petersburg s 
remote Volkovricoye cemet- 
en, dominated by a statue of 
Vwfiinir Lenin^ mother. 

People prefer to visit graves 
of writers and scientists rather 
than ^>eiid time at tiie Lenin 
idot, which, also contains the 
D^es of his two sisters and a 
brother-in-law. 

But the qiBetnea surroonding the 
tomb could oe shattered b/ phns to 
remove the corpse of the 
Soviet state founder from his 
red-marble Moscow 
maust^m. 

Authorities in the capital, 
keen . to esqdiasise tbe final 
detot of commtiiiism after an 
armed revolt last month, have 
asked President Boris Yehsia 
to a decree to bury Lenin 

in Petersburg^, ^Mnch for 

decades was Known as 


in Russia's second 
city are worried that an 
attempt to inter Lenin could 
iwoveM dariies with c(»mnun- 
ists smd could also be used by 
opposition parties os a weawn 
in the nm-ap to December 


parliamentary elections. 

The affair also raises deeper 
questions over whether there is 
any point in tryir^ to bury the 
Soviet Union alone with tbe 
corpse GS its foundm'. 

Metropolitan Ioann, bead of 
the local Russian Orthodox 
Churefa, insists the body should 
be buried in Ulyancn^, tbe 
central Rusrian town where 
Lenin was born in 1870. 

Mayor Anatoly Sobchak, 
who two years ago backed die 
plan when the city voted to 
ditch the name Leningrad, is 
still kMO. 

“It’s not that important 
where he is buried. It could be 
Ulyanovsk, Moscow or St. 
^tersbuig. But the latter is 
preferable for several 
leasons,” he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“There is plenty of evidence 
that before hte deatii he asked 
to be buried next to his mother 
and sisters.” 

Latin's aged niece says be 
made no su^ request and is 
supported by arouvists who 
examined the nota taken by 
d^OTS attending the ailing 
throughout his last days. 

Sergei Tsyplayev, Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s focal representative, says 
the matter should be put to one 
side for the time bang. Boris 
Moiseyev, first deputy bead of 


Hawks relaunch struggle 

(Cbotfanied from page D 


rince 13, according to an 
AFP count. . 

Ill Assnan. ihe head of a 
PLO feetion vowed to escalate 
attacks oa Israel to avenge a 
raid on. Us- South Lebanon 
-JO. . ,, 

raid came as a rctalia- 
tioa for the escalated armed 
attades of . our fences in the 
occupM territories in the last 
few weelB,” Nayef Hawatmeh, 
head' of. the Damascus-based 
Demo q ^ Front for the 
beiation irf fodofoie (DFLP), 
tcM . 


Israeli helicopter gunships 
blasted two Palestinian euaril- 
la bases at the ‘Ain AI Hilweh 
refugee camp in South Leba- 
non on Sunday, one of them a 

DFLP bare. 

raid on our headquar- 
ters proves that the conflict 
with the occupiers and the in- 
lifatfe b still on,” Mr. Hawat- 
meh smd. 

He said the raid caused 
much dam^ but it would only 
motivate his group to st^ up 
its attacks to foil the PLO- 
Israel peace accord. 


the city council, is just as unen- 
thusiastic.' 

“I would not want this to 
happen in St. Petersburg. It 
could turn into a political act 
which would have serious con- 
sequences, like dashes be- 
tween pro- and anti-Mmxists,” 
he said. ^ 

Lenin was treated virtually 
like a human God for 70 years 
after tbe 1917 Bolshevik Re- 
volution, officially portrayed 
as a model citizen, a paragon 
of virtue. 

Although historians have 
since stripped away the veneer 
to reveal tne portrait of a ruth- 
le'ss man capable of orderii^ 
the execution of children, be is 
grill held in awe by millions. 

H ardlin e cn mmnnis t leader 
Vladiinir TyuUdn vows to bold 
a series of protests if the corpse 
is moved. 

“Every normal person 
should condemn attempts to 
settle accounts with a dead 
opponent. The battle to bury 
turn could cause further out- 
rages,” he warned, 

Yuri Belov, foc^ head of the 
Russian Communist Party, 
aign vowed to oppose tbe rebu- 
rial plan, which he described as 
“political sadism” and an 
attempt to provoke confronta- 
tion. 

“Lenin is a symbol which 
already transcends ideology. 
He is in our culture, our his- 
tory. attempt at historic 
vandalism could offend the 
older population,” he said. 
“There is no need to poison 
this part of our national con- 
sciousness.” 

If the plans m ahead they 
will undoubted^ raise strong 
protests from some older Ru^ 
sians who spent much of their 
lives under the slogan, “for 
Lenin." 

Alexander Belyakov, head 
of the Leningrad regional 
administration, said the rebu- 
rial plans .had to wail. 

“^at is destroying Ru^ 
sia?” he asked. “It can never 
look c^mly at the past. If you 
condemn the past, you con- 
demn the future. He who 
shoots history with a rifle will 


be shot by history with a 
cannon.” 

Sobchak denies the reburial 
would help erase Lenin’s mem- 
ory tom Russia. “In a civilised 
state you have to work from 
principle that you can't 
chance he said. 

^enty of my entourage ask 
me why we uteA this and say a 
new centre of communism will 
surely spring up from Lenin's 
tomb. Im not afraid of this.” 

The Kremlin said in October 
tiiat Lenin's embalmed body 
would stay in its Red Square 
mausoleum for tbe time being. 

Yeltsin aides said priority 
should be given to a dignified 
burial for me remains of Tsar 
Nicholas II , his German-born 
wife Alexandra, and their five 
chDdren, executed on Lenin's 
orders on July 17, 1918. 

The people of St. Petersborg 
themselves, who voted narrow- 
ly to change the name from 
Leningrad m 1991, show little 
interest in the affair and prefer 
to concentrate on surviving 
Russia’s economic crisis. 

Irina Martova, wheeling her 
twin grandsons throu^ the 
cemetery on a chilly winter’s 
day, stopi^ to gaze at the 


tomb. 

“It would be better if he 
were here,” she said at last. 


“All Russia's problems stem 
from tbe fact mat he has still 
not been properly buried.” 
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Swiss say yes to VAT 


ZURICH (R) - The Swiss 
voted Sunday to introduce 
value added tax (VAT) to curb 
a soaring government deficit 
and fall into line with other 
West European nations. 

' But voters came down firmly 
in the referendum against a 
ban on tobacco and alcohol 
advertising, a proposal put for- 
ward by hetuth experts but 


to ai 


opposed by the government. 
Results s' 


showed 1.338.757 
voted in favour of and only 
669.909 voted against introduc- 
ing a universal VAT on goods 
and services at the start of 1993 
to replace a more selective 
turnover tax levied nly on 
goods. 

In a surprise move, a S7.8 
per cent majority also voted to 
set the VAT rate at 6.5 per 
cent instead of the current 6.2 
per cent for turnover tax. Ab- 
out 44 per cent of the electo- 


rate went to the poll. 

'The decision of the people 


to vote for a 6.5 per cent VAT 
is extremely gratifying and an 


encouragement for (the gov- 
ernment) to continue on the 


path it has ' started," Finance 
Minister Otto Stich told a news 
ponference in Beme. 

* “Much effort is needed to 
get the federal budget back 
mto shape,” he said. 

Swiss voters had voted 
against introduction of VAT in 
uree previous referendums, in 
1977, 1979 and 1991. 

Qaude Longcbamp, 
Switzerland's leadmg pollster 
■and head of the GFS Social 
iResearcfa Institute, said the de- 
jsolate state of federal finances 
•bad helped to persuade voters 


)rove VAT. 

le government’s campaign 
was aitfed by the um'ted stand 
of all four coalition parties in 
favour of the new tax and by 
Mr. Stich’s unusually vigorous 

nampfligninp 

Tne finance minister had 
argued that the additioal 1.4 
bimon Swiss fiancs ($934 mil- 
lion) a 6.S per cent VAT would 
bring was depserately needed 
to cuzb a federal budget deficit 
expected to exceed seven bi- 
Uon Swiss francs (S4.67 biUioD) 
next year. 

He said the turnover tax, 
first introduced during World 
War n and called warenumb- 
satzsteuer in German, or 
“west” for short, was obsolete, 
penahsed business investment, 
and hampered exporters. 

Parliament and big industry 
backed VAt. seeig it as a key 
requirement to mi^ the eco- 
nomy more competitive after 
last December’s referendum 
rejectmg Swiss membership of 
tte European Economic Area 
(EEA). 

The new VAt will be much 
lower than the VAT in other 
European countries, such as 
Germany with its 15.0 per cent 
tax, France with 18.6 per cent 
and Italy with 19.0 per cent. 

Most of the Swiss business 
world welcomed the Sunday's 
vote. 

“Voters have clearly realised 
something must be done in the 
tax area for Switzerland as an 
economic centre," the Swiss 
Trade and Industry Associa- 
tion (Vorort) said m a state- 
ment. 

The Swiss Mechanical En- 


gineering Industry Association 
(\^M) said VAT represented 
a significant improvement for 
industry as the turnover tax 
hurt investment. 

But Switzerland’s hotel and 
restaurant industry, now ex- 
empt ^m the turnover tax, 
said VAT would increase its 
costs and reduce profit mar- 
gins. 

“hotels and restaurants form 
an important part of Swiss 
tourism, ndiich must not lose 
ground to fore^ competitors 
because of VAT. We reiterate 
the demand for a reduced tax 
rate for our industry,” the 
Swiss Hotels and Restaurants 
Association said. 


Results showed an over- 
whe lmine 1.518,492 against a 
ban on alcobol advertising and 


only 512.709 in favour, wh3e 
1,512,772 were against and 


518,051 for a ban on tobacco 
advertising. 

The proposal to ban such 
advertising was brou^t to a 
national vote by a group of 
doctors, pharmacists and 
nurses who collected over 
100,0()0 signatures. 


They argued that a ban 
llu ■ ■ 


would nelp reduce tobacco and 
alcohol consumption, raise 
health levels and cut the cost of 
treating illnesses caused by 
smokiitg and drinking. 

But the TOvernment ques- 
tion^ whemer tobacco and 
alcohol use would fall and said 
the economic damage to Swiss 
media and organisers of cultu- 
ral sports events from an 
advertising ban would out- 
weigh any benefits. 


World Bank warns China 
to keep reins on economy 


BEUING (R) — China's eco- 
nomy is growing too fast and it 
must keep a tight grip on 
money supply to restram infla- 
tion, a World Bank official 
warned Monday. 

“The growth in the issue of 
money is still too high,*' said 
Hwa ]^-Cheng, a senior eco- 
nomist in the bank’s Beijing 
office, in an anaiyas pifoUshed 
in the People's Daily. 

“The fall in the rate of infia- 
tion cannot be considered 
he added. 'The trade 
continues to worsen. 
At the end of September, the 
inflationary pressure remained 
venr high.” 

But Mr. Hwa inaised the 
govenunent for the retnendi- 
■lent poli^ it launched in July 
to cool the economy, saying 
had succeeded in biingiiig 
fixed-asset investment 
and preventing financial diaos. 
I Qiinese believe the 

Retrenchment {raliqr had run its 
course following a call for 
^gh. healthy . growtii” by a 
mmunist Party meeting ear- 
er this month. 

Mr. Hwa said domestic out- 
t in 1993 would grow by 
2-13 per cent compared with 
1992, adding that this was not 
appropriate for continued 
long-term growth. 

latest official figmes show 
that inflation in Qiina's 35 
major cities averaged an 
annual 21.1 per cent in Octo- 


ber, with the hidi^ level of 
31.9 per cent in Haikou, capit- 
al or Hainan province in the 
booming south. 

Mr. Hwa partly blamed in- 
flation on a sum in the money 
supply in the first half of the 
y^. Official ^wes show that 
tile amount of cash in circula- 
tion at the end of June was 54 
per cent higher than at the 
same time the previous year. 

In the first six months of 
1990, 1991 and 1992, the cen- 
tral bank recalled more money 
tiian It issued. But in the first 
half of this year it issued a net 
52.756 billion yuan ($9.1 bU- 
tion) of cash. 

Mr. Hwa said efforts to. 
tighten monetary policy over 
the past three months has not 
had sufficient impact on infla- 
tion and urgjKl the government 
to stick fo its poliCT. 

“Relaziim too early this tight 
money po^ m^ lose me 
hard-won efim of controlling 
inflation, causing inflationary 
eiqiectations to nse again,” he 
said. 


Althoi^ the government 
has not orndaUy announced an 
end to its retrendunent policy, 
the centra] bank bas started to 
relax its grip on credt in order 
to help cash-strapped state 
firms. 

A Western dqilomat said 
state firms had been severely 
hit by the credit squeeze, with 


many having to stop produc- 
tion and sead workers home. 

Dai Xianglong, vice-gov- 
ernor of the People's Baiue of 
rhina, said earlier this month 
it was not worth sacrificing the 
pace of economic growth in 
order to bring down inflation. 

Foreign and Chinese eco- 
nomists said the high level of 
inflation was Ukely to per^t 
until the end of 1994. ^ 

A Japanese economist said 
inflation in 1993 will be about 
is per cent nationwide and 
more than 20 per cent in major 
dties. The level in 1994 will be 
about die same or a little low- 
er, he said 

“If the goveriwent had per- 
sisted in its policy of controU- 
ine money issue and credit, 
inmtion- would have come 
down,” he said. “But it gave 
up after only abont four 
mouths.” 

“In early 1994, inflation will 
continue to develop and the 
Chinese economy wQl continue 
on its path of hi^ speed, high 
incomes, high consumption 
and Ugh prices,” conunented 
the Asia Pacific economic 
newspaper, published in 
Guan^mn. 

A Chinese economist said 
^tiie hi^ inflation rate was 
’caused Dy an excess printing of 
money tiw year, a construction 
boom that is pushup up prices 
for building materials and a 
Uberaiisation of prices. 


Tokyo stocks end 
at 54-week low 


TOKYO (R) — Tokyo stocks 
wrestled with despair over the 
grim economic outlook Moo- 
^y, wiA the Nikkei zver^ 
plummeting more than 1,000 
points at one stage in volatile 
trading before ending above 
the ro,0()0 mark. 

The chaos in the stock mar- 
ket pushed the dollar up 
afiainst hte yen and raznmM 
the bendimark Japanese gov- 
ernment bond to its lowest 
yield in six years. 

The l^fikkei average ended a 
hefty 647.66 points or 3.87 per 
cent lower at 16,078.71 — its 
lowest close to since Nov. 17, 
1992, when it was at 15,993.48. 

Investors were gloomy about 
the nation’s poor economic 
outlook following an onslaught 
of poor half-year corporate re- 
sults in recent weela. 

Comments from Japanese 
ministers throughout the day 
fuelled concern the govern- 
ment was not acting quickly 
enough to stem the tailsjns, 
and this pitched the maraet 
deeper into dejection. 

At one stage, the Nikkei fell 
1 ,054.4 points to 15,671.97, the 
lowest intra-day level since 
August 1992. 

Index-linked buying and 
short-oovering helped to spur a 
rebound in the afternoon. 

Analysts and tnokeis said 
Tokyo’s shaky market was still 
on a downw^ trend, aiding 
that it would not recover sub- 
stantially until the government 
came up with effective fixes to 
pull the economy out of the 
doldrums. 

Growing official alarm was 
evident Monday afternoon 
when Hideald Ktu 


minister for mtemational trade 
and industry, told reporters; 
“We are very worried about 

the pinn^. 

But Prime Minister Moiihiro 
Hosokawa told reporteis ear- 
lier in the day the govermnent 
was not planning any counter- 
measures. 

Asked if the government 

E lanned any action, Mr. Hoso- 
awa said; “No. As I told you. 
supply and demand are up to 
the market, so we will coutinue 
to monitor it." 

The prime minister's com- 
ment echoed remarks earlier 
W Finance Minister Hirohisa 
^jti, who told reporters the 
government was not compla- 
cent but must not inter\*ene. 

“(Market) outsideis should 
not get involved or comment 
on ups and downs but that does 
not mean we are just sitting 
back and relaxing... we are 
folly aware of the drastic 
moves." 

The Nikkei average has now 


shed 5,069 points or 24.0 per 
cios- 


cent ftom hs most recent 
ine high — 21,148.11 on Sept. 


On Monday, sales aimed at 
stemming losses on futures 
contracts drove the Nikkei 
down in the morning. 

Bank shares were hit by 
heavy sell orders after their 
>or results announcements on 


po( 

Thursday and Friday, weighing 
heavily on the Nikkei average 
and the broader topix in the 


kumano, vice- 


absence of active buyers. 

On the current m^et. the 
dollar finished firmer against 
the yen on interbank selling of 
yen in response to huge losses 
in the stock market. 


U.S. pledges to back 
Ethiopia’s ailing economy 


ADDIS ABARA (R) — 
Washington plans to step up 
financial support for Ethiopia, 
struggling to build a free mar- 
ket economy out of tw<f de- 
cades of failed hardline Manc- 
ism. a top U.S. diplomat bas 
said. 


Ambassador Mark Baas told 
Reuters in an interview his 
govemment'-was “extremely 
pleased” with the new liberal 
economic policies of Ethiop«a. 
one of the world's poorest 
countries. 

Mr. Baas said his country, 
which has already pumped 
some $150 million into 
Ethiopia for the 1993/94 year, 
would now shift its prionty to 
development aid from huma- 
nitarian assistance. 

Relations between Washing- 
ton and Addis Ababa sourra 
under the rule of Marxist milit- 
ary strongman Mengistu Haile 
Mariam who was overthrown 
by rebels in 1991. The United 
States cut off all aid other than 
humanitarian assistance during 
Mengistu's regime. 

The U.S. government was 
one of tile major food aid 
donors for Ethiopia during the 
gre^ famine of the 198Ck in 
which more than one million 
people are said to have died. 
Donor countries spent more 
than a billion dollars fighting 
the famine. 


“SiiKe we are pleased with 
the new economic policies of 
Ethiopia, which allow the pri- 
vate ^tor to play a major 
role, we have also shifted our 
policy from humanitarian 
assistance towards develop- 
ment assistance.” Mr. Baas 
said. 

The two governments re- 
newed cooperation, and signed 
a formal a^eemenVbn econo- 
, mic ties last week after a 17- 
year break. 

“The development assist- 
ance In the field of agriculture 
will focus on Ethiopia's farm 
production with the aim of 
making the country self suffi- 
cient in food.” he said. 

“Part of the assistance will 
.also be used to promote the 
tevel of health care . in the 
country, to improve the stan- 
dard of education and for ba- 
lance of payment support.” he 
added. 

Mr. Baas said under Mengis- 
tu the country was virtuuly 
destroyed and its economy 
bankrupted because of poor 
policies. 

“The country was virtually 
destroyed and the economy 
was is fve^ bad shape berause of 
Mengistu’s disastrous econo- 
mic policies.r be said. 

Most of Ethiopia's 50-mii- 
iiOR people are peasants with a 
~er capita income of less than 
100 a year. 


Kohl urges Germans to work 




to overcome recession 

the German Federarion of 
Commerce 


FRANKFURT (R) - Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl urged Ger- 
mans Sunday to roll up iheir 
slaves and work to overcome 
economic problems in order to 
haul the country out of the 

worst recession 'since World 
War n. 

Harking back to Bonn s 
“economic miracle" of the 
post-war years, he told a busi- 
ness conference that Germany 
should make this effort again 
and also seek new. unconven- 
tional solutions to the problem 
of unemploy'ment. 

“We need a healthy eco- 
nomy (with) secure and com- 
petitive jobs.” he said in his 
speech in the southwestern city- 
of Karlsruhe. "For this we 
must roll up our sleeves in the 
current recession and structii- 
ral crisis, just as we did with 
great success in the 1950s.” 

Mr. Kohl told the confer- 
ence organised by the German 
Chamter of Handicrafts that 
he fovoured changes in the 
labour market. 

“It is... time for uew things 
to be thought out and put into 


Moldova 
introduces 
new leu 
currency 


KISHINYOV (R) — The for- 
mer Soviet republic of Moldo- 
va introduced its new currency 
Monday, replacing temporary* 
coupons and Soviet-era rou- 
bles with its own leu. 

Moldovans have four days to 
get rid of their coupons and 
roubles. They can exchange up 
to 70,(XX) at *a rate of 1 ,CW to 
one leu. depositing the rest in a 
special bank accounts. 

The self-declared Dnesir re- 
public. a breakaway Slav- 
dominated regino in eastern 
Moldova, has said ti will refose 
’to accept the new curency. But 
another rebel region, the Tur- 
kic Gagauz district south of 
.Kishinyov, has accepted it. 

The leu was xi initially at 
3.65 lei tojhe ‘dollar, a rate set. 
by last Tuesday's coupon-dol- 
lar trading on the Moldovan 
Interbank Currency Exchange. 
Lei is tbe plural form of leu. 

Up to Dec. 2, Moldovans 
can still use their old money for 
buying food, medicine and' bus 
tickets. From then on the leu 
.will be the only legal tender in 
the country. 

A decree from President 
Mircea Snegur said foreign 
companies Vould onlv be 
allowed to use leu in Molidova 
and could obtain funds on the 
currency e.rchange. 

Moldova introduced the 
coupons last April but kept 
small-denomination Soviet 
banknotes in circulation 
well. 

The government hopes the 
introductioo of the new curren- 
cy. which has the support of 
tne International Monetary 
Fund, will help stabilise the 
economy and halt inflation, 
which has ranged between 26 
and 64 per cent a month this 
year. 
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Peanuts 


I 60T A "C AN *A." 
AN"R'ANP A''P"i 
I^NOT TOO BAD,HUH,MARCIE7 


THAT'S ‘‘carp," sir... 
IT SAYS “REPORT CARP" 


Andy Capp 
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*1 can so think and chew gum at the 
same time...if I practice!” 
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THAT SCftAMBLEO WORD GAME 
by Hand AmeW WKl Hike Argirlan 


LMscrambfe these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ofdinBry words. 


TAERF 



mmm 

mm 




PUMIO 



mwm 


□ 
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WHAT THE COASTAL 
KIN© PROCLAIMED 
70 hie SUBJECTS, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


O' X II 


X" 


(Answers tomorrow) 
UPHELD ESTATE 


Jumbles: OXIDE FABLE 

Answer Whai the crooked gambler turned caroenter 
did— HERXEDTOBLES ‘"“'Menier 


aLtion concerning the labour 
market,” he said. “Wc do not 
need utopian patent recipes. In 
their place, we need new, un- 
conventional solutions.” 

The chancellor was speakmg 
after Volkswagen A.G., 
Europe's largest carmaker, 
agreed Thursday with tbe 
country's most powrfol labour 
union on a controversial plan 
to introduce a fourday week at 


Chambers of 
(DIHT), told the newspapjsr 
*^I can sec no economy spring 
for so long as the colUpM ra 
investroents and expons re- 


the company’s German plants. 

A pa^ TTom German Eco- 
nomics Minister Guenther Re- 


xradt this weekend proposed 


sweeping changes to the coun- 
try's labour market as industry 


leaders predicted a further 
sharp rise in unemployment 
next year. 

In the poation paper made 
available to Reuters, Mr. Re- 
xrodt called for an end to what 
he termed “taboos in labour 
market politics,” in order to 
stimulate employment. 

He said a new direction was 
needed on wage policy, a 
secondary job market should 
be created with lower wages 
and greater flexibility was 
needed on working hours. 

Thejiaper was sent to lead- 
ing offals in Mr. Rexrodt’s 
Free Democratic Party, part- 
neis in Germany's ruling coali- 
tion. 


Employers’ leaders told the 
blogne iupress Sunday news- 


Cologhe . 
paper they saw no updirn for 
die weak German economy 
and they thought the jobs mar- 
ket was unlikely to improve in 
1994. 

Around 3.5 million Germans 
are now out of a job. 

Hans-Peter Stihl, head of 


mains so dramatic. 

He added: *'] do sot sec five 

million unemployed, bat four 
million are possible- 

Klaus Murmann, bead of m 
German Employers' Associa- 
tion toW the paper “The num- 
ber of unemployed 
forther in comtng n^ths. He 
aiw prodicCed a rise • to four 
million. . , 

West Germany fadiu the 
worst recession since World 
War II. In east Germany, re- 
cov’ciy has been slower diu 
expended since unifi^km in 
1990 and tnanufacturing indus- 
try in particular is soU vety 
weak. 

Employers and some poati- 
^ans haw called for labo ur la w 
reforms to help west German 
firms overcome a structural cri- 
sis marked by ovcfstaffi^ lav- 
ish benefits and long pam holi- 
days. ^ . 

Mr. Rexrodt, who fovQors 
liberalisation of labour reg^- 
tions, said in his p^r Ger^ 
many should allow tess-qu^- 
ified' workers to earn less, with 
the option of working loager 
hours. 

He said ftec coHecuve ba^ 
gaining could Only . remain a 
pillar of the German economy 
if it allowed as many people s 
possible to find work. Greater 
differentiation in wages was 
needed accordin|i to ^ r^jon, 
sector and qualification, be. 
added. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY NOVEMBER 30. 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


1995 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Today fiads considerable tension 
hi the air from individuals who 
have taken on more than they 
can handle and have just started 
to realise it. Maintain a cheerful 
at all limes. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Be receptive to making new 
allics and associates tooav or 
tonight and you also will have 
considerable energy to put in 
effect, making new challenges. 


TAURUS: (April 30 to May 20) 
Whatever discussions you wUb to 
have with your ait^hmeni or 
arrangements to be mode out 
between the two of you will be 
the right time now. ' 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Be more openroinded to sugges- 
tions and recommendations 
given to you by those outside 
associates with whom you have 
contact, join force with them. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 23 to 
July 21) Consider well how you 
can best schedule your activuies 
of a labour or d«k work dutv 
during this week and make exact 
plans to do so. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Recreational activities and en- 
joyments that appeal to yo»can 
not only, be enjoyed today but 
also plans made 'for expressing 
them in the future. 


Icnw f:iLV vtui if you keeou 
objective attitude and don’t fine 
up. 

LIBRA: (September 23 10 Octo- 
ber 22) Make sure that vtw cotr- 
municaie with and go and vish as 
many persons us poMibIc this 
week with whom vou have 
routine contact, let them know 
your wishes. 

...SCORPIO: . (Oeiubcr U to 
^tovemher 31) Think :ibouhirtat 
vou can do to get the infornatina 
from newspapers and other 
periodicals that give sage advice 
about bow' to biive greater 
nance. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Whatever you 
have in mind of 3 person^ 


expansive nature cm be put inio 
rim uKcr- 


motion quickly now wii 
miitent henefirb (lowing to you. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You arc able to get 
off alone or with a very inspired 


e^rt and eet new and improved 
views confidcniiallv from these 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Now You can thresh ou| 
with members of your family and 
household whatever joint prob- 


quiet, refieetive moments. 

AQUARIUS: (Januarv 21 to 
February 19) A wond^ui day 
for you to be out in the woria 
seeing as many friends and ac^ 
quaintanccs as arc availabk and 
you can draw bonds closer. 

PISCES: (February 20 (o March 
20) Whatever you' haw in mind 
of a public nature can be effectu- 
ated by the definite action which 
you take at this time lo mcmase 
your prestige. 


Vi.i*. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Samual K. FUagnar 


ACROSS 
T Sink or — 

5 Siondotlish 
10 Church section 

14 BuKaK) Bill's 
state 

15 Wispy white 
clouds 

16 Slagger 

17 Inoigeni 

■18 West Pointer 

19 Forbidding 

20 Tableaus 

22 Liquor 

23 "The Raven" 
poet 

26 On — With 
(equal lo) 

37 Cat. ei bmes 
28 Wandemg 
30 Adored ones 

32 Make happen 

33 StnaU Insaci 

34 Append 
37 Lettered 

aiTangemeni 

41 Mesh 

42 College cheers 

43 Xmas plant 

4J Paper nieasure 
46 Easily 
accomplishad 
•17 "Back lo 
the — ‘ 

50 Coconut Rbor 

52 Pan of A.B> 

53 Heavenly hunter 

54 Islam adneront 

56 Lively tune 

57 He sou his soul 
10 the devil 

58 Seep 

62 Miami's county 

63 Eagle s nasi 

64 Head 

65 Lean-to 

66 Type of bed 

67 Neap. I e 



M fbyiB nr»wi«i] 


DOWN 

1 Use a straw ' 
3 Court 

3 — June 

4 Red planet 

5 Receive 

willingly 

6 Climbing vine 


7 Judge's 
adnilsrution 

8 Raw mmerals 
SFiddIu 

description? 

iospeciaii2M 
vocabularies 

11 Ross — 

12 Commandeer 

13 Gantry ' 

2i Crete capital 
23 Remainder. 

aoer. 

23 Nut 

24 Papal cape 

25 Burst forth 

37 Md gp, 

29 Bat wood 
3l Esirode 

33 Equipment 

34 Otf-me-cuH 

35 f^rry s Street 45 

36 Hair bknvar 4B 

38 French cheese 47 

39 Ch«ago airport 48 

40 Fabted bird 49 
44 Reforred to St 


Yestwilay'g Pnate Sotygd; ■ 


Finnnunn 

nnnnn 

iii" 

III™ 

SSHSSrrtH^^ nnnnrr. 
nnnHBHS Gnnonnn 

nnnan nmnnrain 


Samovar 
Purify 
Creasos 
Dickens Heap 
nacrtiiea) mark 

Actor Davis 


54 Earty Uaxican 
ShDabautbl# 

57 Not many 
59 Japanasa aaair 
EOEngssnisiW ' 
Bi Potatobud ' • 
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Philippines loses $3. 2b 
in uncollected taxes 

M^ILA (R) — The Pl^ppine government loses about 90 
bilnm pesw (S3.4 billion) in potential levenues a year due to tax 
evasion and exemptions granted to industries, a study savs Tax 


eva^re awimt for 40 biltion pesos ($1.4 biilion) of the losses 
^ile ano^r^bUbon pesos (51 bUlion) is lost due to loopholes 
in the collection of value added tax imposed on eoock and 


services, according to the study published in the Manila Times 
newspaper. Another 29 billion pesos is lost due to tax exemptions 
given by the. Board of Inv^tments to investors, said the study 
prepared by the Philippine .Institute for Development Studies, a 
private thmk tank. Hie study said that if all the taxes were 
collected there would be no need for the congress to new tax 

laws being proposed by the government to raise revenues. 
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HIPDI* EAST mVSSTKBVr BMnC. 
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THE BOaBlNO BMK 

JORDMI XtmUT BAJOt 
JO W MUi 60LP MRS 
JMDM XSLMUe SAin 

auniss WMK 

JORDAR XHVBEillUl R FIHAMa EAKS 

■UT tLHU MVCTBDIRV gS IHMT R» noOStm 

MDBkR INK FOR XMVSSimr 

WLAP eLwnA znvEcnoMr rms. - 

UIXTED XRSBRMKS 

jenoM FmicB insDiuuieE 

MCT un xmOUMCB 
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Saudi Arabian imports decline 
in first half of this year 


World milk and butter 
output drops, GATT says 


m me nrst halt ot this year 
following a surge caused by the 
Golf crisis, a leading economist 
said. 

Non-oil exports by the 
world*s largest oil prwucer 
and exporter rose in the same 
]Mriod due to export promo- 
tion measures and increased 
private sector mvestments in 
industry, said Henry Azzam. 
chief economist at tlie Jeddah- 
based National Commercial 
Bank. 

His study was published in 
the bank’s latest monthly re- 
port received by Reuters 
Monday. 

”In. 1992, total imports rose 
14.7 per cent on the previous 


year’s level to 111.67 billion 
riyals ($29.8 billion) before 
dropping 12 per cent in the 
first half of the current year to 
around 60.3 billion riyals ($16 
biUion)_, Mr. Azzam said. 

Mr. Asam said non oil- 
exports rose by U per cent to 
5.8 billion riyals (SI .5 billion) 
in the first half of 1993 com- 
pared to the same period the 
previous year. 

He did not give figures for 
the first half of 1992, but said 
that total non-oil exports for 
the year stood at 12.5 billion 
riyals (S3.3 billion). 

“In the past^ years export 
of non-petrochemically mann- 
factured goods increased sub- 
stantially. in response partly to 


the vanous export promotion 
measures as well as the huge- 
private sector mvestments in 
mdustiy," he said. 

Mr. Azzam said Saudi ex- 
porters and importers were 
seeking new forms of trade 
finance, including e;q)ort credit 
guarantees, Islamic financing 
schemes and other counter- 
trade arrangements while fore- 
ign suppliers to the kingdom 
are beginning ot provide 
financing deals to help main- 
tain their market share. 

“In the absence of a national 
export finance institution, 
Saadi companies have become 
big users of export credit and 
guarantee facilities offered by 
the regional development 
organisations,’’ he added. 


GENEVA (Rl — World pro- 
duciion of milk and hutier is 
expected to fall by one to tuo 
per cent in 199.3. continuing a 
downward trend since (he start 
of the decade, ihe G.ATT in- 
icmaiional trade watchdog rc- 
p)orted Monday. 

In an annuiii survey of the 
imernational market for dairy 
products, it said that ut the 
same time production of whole 
milk powder was growing and 
global output of cheese was 
boosted bv continued growth 
in demand. 

The report, produced by 
GATT for the 16-member In- 
ternational Dairy .Arrange- 
ment (ID.A). said the ovenili 
drop in milk output was due to 
economic upheaval in former 


communist countries and to 
government efforts to reduce 
surpluses in Europe and 
Canada. 

The ID.A. now in its 14th 
year of operniion, includes all 
European Community (EC) 
members and most other dairy 
producers bui not the United 
States. It aims to achieve grea- 
ter and freer world dairy trade 
under stable market condi- 
tions. 

In 1992. the report said, tot- 
al world milk production was 
estimated at .5]8 million ton- 
nes, two per cent below the 
level for 19*M. Of this, cow’s 
milk output declined by three 
per cent to 455 million tonnes. 

Butter and butter oil produc- 
tion dropped by 3.5 per cent to 


7.(15 million tonnes in 1992. 
.Against a backgn.mnd of de- 
clming demand, it was ex-' 
pccte3 to drop by a further two 
per cent this year to 6.89 
million tonnes. 

GATT, the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trader 

said milk production hud in- 
cretised in .Australia, whose 
19S\3 output wn.s expected to be 
the highest since 1972. in New 
Zealand, likely to beat its 1992 
record in 1995. and in the 
United States. 

The rcpvHi said milk produc-: 
lion was also on the rise iff 
dovelopim: countries — parti- 
cuUirly Inilia. China and some 
l.atin .American states — . 
against a background of grow- 
ing consumption levels- 


MEES sees possibility of big oil price drop 


Otbmr CHiveHde*. 
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NICOSIA (R) — Hie Middle 
East Economic Survey 
(MEES) said Monday that 
OPEC was facing a sig^cant 
and gterhaps long-term drop in 
03 prices mat could hurt mem- 
bers. 

It said that even the most 
optimistic analysts were not 
very hopefd tiiat prices would 
improve significantly in the 

T^P ^jai^r was that the 
I^Kiniidi has been fluctuat- 
■pni a band of $15-$20 per 
banel for benchmark Brent 
crude over the past few years 
may ndw move down to a 
lower band of perhaps SlO-SlS, 
the newsletter commented. 

“Hie effect erf snch a de- 


velopment on the finances of 
the OrcC producers would 
obviously be catastrophic,’’ 
MEES said. 

The authoritative newsletter 
said that at last week's OPEC 
talks, Saudi Arabian Oil Minis- 
ter Hisham Na^r was under- 
stood to have opposed any 
pro-rata production cuts from 
Its quota of eight million bar- 
rels per day (b/d). 

“By keeping the present 
24.52 million b/d production 
ceiling and component quotas 
unchanged in defiance of 
heavy market pressure for a 
tangle reductioa in supply. 
OPEC is running a serious risk 
of a si^ificant and perhaps 
long-lasting deterioration m 


prices, even from the already 
depressed levels prevailing be- 
fore the conference began,” 
MEES said. 

It said ministers were “hop- 
ing ag^st hope" that the ini- 
tiu price fall will be short-lived 
as winter demand rises. 

“However, even the most 
optimistic are not ver]/ hopeful 
about any marked improv’e-. 
meat in prices over the coming 
months,’’ it added. 

MEES said the sanguine 
view of the o3 markets held by 
such leading OPEC figures as 
Venezuelan Energy Minister. 
-Alirio Parra — who believes 
prices soon will recover after 
an initial drop — was not 
shared by most oil industry 


analysts. 

It said the price pessimists 
fear that there is really no 
ttisceroible floor under the 
price slide. 

“They point out that the 
market seems to be consistent- 
ly testing lower and lower price 
levels in an effort to establish a 
floor in the form of an effective 
. reaction hv OPEC on the supp- 
ly side w’hen the price pain 
becomes intolerable” — a 
reaction which MEES pointed 
out was not forthcoming last 
week. 

It said OPEC's critics point 
to a return b>' OPEC to market 
share rather than price and say 
OPEC seemed to be suffering 
from a loss of direction apd 


inabilitv' “to face up to unpalat- 
able realities.” It said they 
point to the appeal to those 
outside OPEC when OPEC 
itself needs to play the residual 
supplier. 

It noted that the unusually 
late date of March 25 for the 
next ministerial meeting was 


set to avoid conflict with the 
Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan and the Iranian new 
year. 

“But it may well prove 
necessar>' to hold an extraor- 
dinarv meeting earlier than 
•that if (he market gets out of 
hand once again,” it said. • 


INDIAN CULTURAL GATHERING 

On Friday. Dec. 3 at the premises of Ihe Embassy of 
India. Functions begin at 1 1 :30 a m 

Cultural programmes and games begin at 12:00 
noon sharp 

Alt Indians are welcome 
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MOUM6. ABl FREIGH1 
F OWW A nO Bt e . OOOft-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVAHONS. 





AMIN KAMARASONS 

604676 6Q4696 ^ 
S?l^S,P.O.B0K 7806 


Vsrltable Cuisine Frenpaise 
' Live.EntertsinmenS ■ 

685746 

Shmessani 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abidoun 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


riu‘ Inn IMnce to be.. 






PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENEC CHINESE' CUISINE 
Eleoant - 

Cokxful 

Moderate 


^ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongollari Barbequ^ 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open d3iiy 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight . 


One visit will make yoQ 
a steady , we believe!!! 


- ifftMlI Oftiil 

■ ta» 

\ Authentic 

, '% Ctiin» dishes, 

S ?<) homallgieNie- 

' gional cuisine 

s)^ ot ChffiB. 

^ - FMwed b* ov 


y l:i Orinu::! I'-hiiJ in 1 nwr, 

KESTAVRANT6C GaSDEN 


■ Chinese, Thai, PhlUipIno, Indonislan & 

Malaysian spe^lfties 

• Five branches all over the world and now one 
in Amman. 

- Live Band 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 



Hours:]3Nopn 13 Midnifilu 
”T' dav^ a week 


46 Buhturi Screei 2 od cirde , JUul Anunao Opposite French Loaf Tel 653482 


: iXilNDON exchange RATES 


LONDON fRi Following are the buying and selling rates for 

on the London Foreign Exchange and bulhon marlcets Monoay. 

U-S^i^^costs 1.3®« g^SnS' 

};9WM Dutch fiuildeB 

hSOOfi/lO 

.... ^ 7 V>7 Belgian francs 

S91TO/29 Fre**** 

■ ?;»VS7 1 ItaUanlire 

• • IMISCS Japanese yen 

g40^ Swedish crowns 

■ • • • = 7 4410^0 Norwegian crowns 

^ AwSts Danish crowns 


One stMliBg-' . 

^le cnaee of gold' 


1,3323/33 

1,7150/60 

1.9240/50 

hSODOaO 

36.23/27 

5.9179/29 

1695.6/7.1 

109.13C3 
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7.4410/10 

^.7875/75 

$1.4788«8 ^ 

$376.40/376.90 
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Special Executive Luncheon» . 

Take away service 
available 

open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Ptiiladalphla Hotel 
ibwaids 3itl tilde 


Tel 659519 


[ j 

V INN y 

Pe^tauranL & Tapas 

Jebd .\mman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 5061 


iOTnTiTITTT^ 


Profeoiona! Quality in 
1 Hoar Service' 

Develop. your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pboto 
sbm 30% brgmr 

* Free eatargm^ 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Simeisani - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Ptone: 6040tt 
Swefieh tel; 823891 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR • RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIAUSTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77.4 TLX : 23023 PAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


The Latest 
" MUST " 
in Amman 


5ZEEHWAN BARBEN5 
EHINESE RESTAURANT 
lypU Otatn IM 



OpcM im- juea &(B- M(%e 


mco aiway is available 

Sha Al-Arab Street 
Urn Utenah Commeietai Centre 

fflcc lasted iVwtgsLeved 


The first 8 belt 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istCircie JaOal Amman, near 
Ahhyy^ G<rts Schoc^ 

Take away Is avaOeMe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midni^r 

TeL63S968 


•mta^ 

WW Fft llflOTil 



Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

A — Also __ 
Take-Away Seivice 





niK OFTHETOWN 




Opw iWdly Fran 8S0 PJi fe 340 AJI 
bnptlun^ Fiw 4J» PJI to3S0 AJI 
TUaatfay Cleeed 

Td:6SS211 Fax:6!7779 
Midifle East Hotel - Shmwtafii 


Daily Lunch 



For the best 
for your i 

MONEY... I 

i 
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Parole 

-Jc-un - Ii-rdan 5uptn?:jrV,ci lil Df. 

Td; 824677 




IIAItOTEL 


Amman • Td. 668193 
P.O.B 0 X 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 OAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatrialeaaiid 

Bushieasinen 
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EC ministers pressure warring 
parties to end Yugoslav war 


GENEVA (Agencies) — EC wwife . 
rers met with the leaders of ail 
the waning parlies in former 
Yugosla\ia here Monday in a 
bid to rekindle peace e'fforts. 
but a Bosnian Serb re^i^I to 
consider any new territorial 
concessions in Bosnia left little 
room for optimism. 

: Belgian Foreign Minister 
Willy Goes opened the meet- 
ing with an appeal to bellige- 
rents to reconsider a peace 
plan worked out in September 
under which Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina would be partitioned into 
autonomous Croat, Seit) and 
Muslim minisiates. 

None of the flayers e;^ress- 
ed any degree of 'optimism at 
the outset of the conference, 
the Rrst meeting of all warring 
parties since tHe mostly-Mus- 
(im Bosnian parliament re- 
jected the September plan to 
end the 2Q-month-old war. 

In rejecting the plan, the 
parliament demanded the Bos- 
nian Serbs hand over addition- 
al territory. Their position was 
mken up last week by the EC, 
which said international sanc- 
tions against Serbia could be 
biased if the Bosnian Serbs 
were to agree to some territo- 
nal concessions. 

But Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic rejected the 
initiative Sunday. 

EC negotiator Lord Owen 
warned last week that huma- 
nitarian aid could be cut off to 
the former Yugoslavia this 
spring if the warring parties 
could not reach a peace agree- 
ment, a threat related Moo- 
day by French Foreign Minis- 
^ Alain Juppe. 

' In an interview with the 
French business daily Les 
Echos, Juppe said U.N. troops 
mi^t also be pulled out 


BRUSSELS (R) — Greece has 
upset its EC partners nnth pub- 
lic attacks over links with 
Macedonia and diploniats said 
Monday the row could deal a 
serious blow to the 12-nation 
bloc's attempts to broker peace 
in former Yi^oslavia. 

Just weeks before Athens 
takes over the European Com- 
munity (EC) presidency for six 
months, Gre ece has stmuied 
its paitners by acaeang tihem 
of ^ottii^ seoecly to establish 
(fiplomatic relations widi die 
fonner Yugoslav republic. 

EC diplamts deny any snefa 
intention but said me Greek 
attacks bad oonfinned nvrries 
among European partners ab- 
out tin country's new Socialist 
government, in place since 
October. 

The return to power of 
veteran Socialist leader 
Andreas Papandreou, who 
railed against NATO ^ the 
immunity when be was last 
in power duri^ the 1980s, had 
raised fears in Brussels that 
Athens would take a hardline 
stance on sensitive issues. 

“This has just confirmed our 
worst fears," said one diplo- 
mat, who asked not to be 
identified. **By making these 
kind of attacks in public and 
with such strong lanmage, 
Athens makes it very diffi^t 
tjo find solutions." 

; Greece's minister in charge 
of EC relations, Theodore 
Pangalos, Sunday accused 
tpommunity partners of plot- 
ting. Last week, he angered 
Bonn by saying Germany was 
7a giant with bestial force and 
a child's brain." 

'> Athens has campaigned 
dgainst international recogni- 
tion of Macedonia, diar gm g 
Aat the Balkan nation's use M 
me name implied terTitoiial 
ambitions against Greece's 
dwn northern province of 
Macedonia. 

• EC attempts to broker peace 
m formeT Yugoslavia are cur- 
rently at a liighly sensitive 
Stage. 

’> Foreign ministers of the Eur- 
opean Union — as the EC is 
DOW known when taking joint 
action on foreign policy under 
^e terms of the Maastricht 
Treaty — were meeting in 
Gentya Monday with the war- 
rii^ parties. 

Their aim is to win guaran- 
tees for the safe passage of. 
humanitarian aid this winter in 
Bosnia and nudge the Serbs, 
Croats and Musfims closer to- 
wards an end to the war. 

But diplomats in Brussels 
said Yugmiav leaders such as 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic would be able to 
exploit EC differences over 
issues such as Macedonia to 
their advantage. 

"This could be a serious 
blow to our efforts. We cannot 
afford to lose unity' and credi- 
bility," said one aiftomat. 


Mr. Claes, whose govern- 
ment holds the revolving EC 
presidency, told the confer- 
ence Monday that the EC w^ 
prepared to offer economic 
assistance and guarantees to 
uphold a peace deal. 

And. while not explicitly re- 
peating these threats to cut off 
aid. he also warned that the 
international community 
would not understand the wi- 
ring parties' “failure to seize 
upon the chance being offered 
to the parties to put an end to 
the tragedy." 

Lord Owen also said here 
Monday that he would make 
both “threats and promises" in 
the bid to get a compromise 
peace agreement worked out. 

Lord Owen said he would 
"try and tell (the warring par- 
ties), what everybody but an 
idiot could tell, that this is a 
negotiable solution on offer 
here and there is no need to go 
on fighting." 

U.N. mediator Thorvald 
Stoltenberg said in a message 
to the conference that the peo- 
ple of Bosnia fared another 
winter of war simply because 
of disagreement over “a small 
percent^ of territory." 

liie EC ministers held a 
plenary session with the war- 
ring parties — including the 
presidents of Serbia, Mon- 
tenegro, Croatia and Bosnia 
and the leaders of the Bosnian 
Serbs and Croats — before a 
series of bilaterals in which key 
EC players were to take on 
some of the warring parties 
individually. 

Observers from the United 
States, Russia and Turkey 
were also attending. 

The latest plan fr^ the EC, 
in line with proposals first put 
forward by France and Ger- 


many, calls for the gradual 
lifting of international sanc- 
tions against the rump Yums- 
lavia in exchange for further 
territorial concessions by the 
Bosnian Serbs. 

The EC also wants further 
pledges from the warring par- 
ties not to interfere with huma- 
nitarian convoys and an under- 
lain^ by Croatia and Serbs in 
Croatia not to escalate their 
dispute over the Serb-held re- 
gion of Krajina. 

"The situation in Bosnia is 
so tragic and the possibilities of 
disaster this wnoter so strong 
that we felt that we bad to 
make a renewed effort" to 
rekindle the peace process, 
British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said on arriving 
here. 

Mr. Hurd said he did not 
know if there were ^ater 
chanres of peace now. out the 
EC “had to try" to end the. 
war. 

Spanish Foreim Minister 
Javier Solanas said, “We hope 
to give a new impulse from the 
humanitarian point of view and 
also from the political point of 
view.” 

Bosnia's Muslim Prerident 
Aliia Izetbegovic, for his part, 
said before leaving Sarajevo 
Sunday he would call on, the 
U.N. to use force if necessary 
-to get humanitarian aid 
through enemy lines. 

MeanwhUe, one person was 
.lolled in the southern Bosnian 
city of Mostar by a Muslim 
artilleiy attack, Croatian radio 
reportM Mon^y. 

Ilie state radio said Sun- 
day’s attack stopped when 
Bt^ian Croat artillery opened 
fire on Muslim positions in the 
dty. 

The Bosnian capital 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Top mafia bosses go on trial in Italy 

PALERMO (R) — Rfteen of the mafia’s bige^ naifies, 
including allered boss of bosses Salvatore 'Toto^iUina, went 
on trial Monday in a hearii^ many le^ observers see as a 
Slowdown between the Italian state and Cosa Nostra. Ibe 
outcome could determine wbetiier the reasserts itself 

after (he setbacks of the past year or wbetiier its days are 
numbered as a violent, ardiaK fraternity protected by a 
oornqit state, they say. “This will be the n^ht of the long 
knives," comment^ LTJiiita newsp^)er. The heavily-fbrtifiea 
cooitroom in Palermo’s Uedatde^ Prison, whose rows of 
cages have hdd some of the world’s most dan^rmis defen- 
da^, was packed fnr ppeniitg statements. But ahhoud the 
atmomhere resemUed tiiac (>f a niass trial of suspected Mafias 
in 1986 ---for which die court was built — only Fiina and three 
other defendants chose to be present. O^is, like Michele 
Gzeco, named by informants as the former head of the mafia’s 
Cupola or inner code of top bosses, exercised their right to 
stay away. 

Shevardnadze wants election soon 

TBILISI (R) — Georgian leader Eduard Shevardnadre said 
Moneby haniline conservatives in parliament were trying to 
block tiie Tkanscancasian republic's progress tow ar ds deno- 
craty and indicated he would seek any sections. “There is a 
group of reactionary deputies in die partian^t, who are 
mteiested in destabifis^ the political atnatkm in this country 
and bloddite the creation of a democratic state in Georgia," 
Mr. Shevarmiadze smd in a raefio address. “The time is ripe fOT 
fr^ partiameotay elections, rriudi would show a g^oine 
baiannw of the political forces in the country,” be added. Mr. 
Shevardnadze, a former Soviet fbrri^ minister, was called to 
rule Georgia last year after the naHnnalist ftesidefit Zviad 
Gamsaldinn&a was onsted in a militaiy revolt. He moved to 
consolidate his powers in September,. when amid a wave of 
economic tnnnou, a rebellion Inr hfr. Gamsakhnrdia's siq^r- 
teis amd a sqiaralist mutiiiy in Abkbaaa, be infrodneed a state 
of emergency tfaroo^iont Georgia. Mr. Shevardnadze said in 
Mondaj^s ra^ adifaess his own ^rty, the Geoq^aa Crtizois* 
Uniem, had gocxl rfianrps m panianientaty eledons, should 
they be called and it could become tiie leading political force in 
the oonntiy. 

Angolan peace talks enter final lap 

LUSAKA (R) — Talks to end Angola's dWl war entered a 
critiimi stage Monday with negotiators trying to int^ute rebel 
and government armies and wrap oiscusaons ty week's 
end. ^'They are on the final lap home and evecytiiing succeeds 
or fails tlu week,” a (fipfomatic source tokl Reuters. The 
sources said negotiators, now in their third week of talks, had 
virtually efosed debate cm a ceasefire to end the world's 
bloodiest war, UHing more than 1,000 peoide a day. But they 
said U.N. envoy Alionne Bioudin Be]^, who has imposed a 
news blackout on the talks, has not announced when me truce 
would take effect. The negotiators from Angda's government 
and its UNTTA rebel foes made no comment as mey silently 
entered Lusaka’s Molungushi Conference Centre, venue of 
the meeting, shortly after 10 a.m. (0^ CMl^. Diplomatic 
sources monitotiim the slow-moving talks in Zambians capital 
Lusaka said Mr. Beye wanted the meeting to end this week. 

Honduras opposition heads for victory 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (R) — Opposition Liberal Party 
candidate Carlos Roberto Reina ^speared for victory 
Monday ^ returns showed hhn building a big lead in 
Honduras national elections. Aocordizm to the National 
Elecuons Tribunal, Mr. Reiiia led ruling National Party 
^(Mate Oswald Ramos 54.1 per cent to 42.03 per cent with 
617,775 votes — about one-third of the total ballots cast 
Sunday— counted. “We have won the battle,’* Mr. Reina told 

X ters in the Honduran capital. Mr. Ramos not 
ally conceded, but incumbent President Rafael Callejas 
said that it looked like his National Party was for 

defeat. “Today the people have jjven their verdict' and they 
have given it in favour of Carlos Itoberto Reina,” he said in a 
press conference. “Coomtulations to the Liberal Party and to 
(the) president-elect," Callejas said. 

37 killed in Indian truck crash 

NEW DELHI (R) — At least 37 Hindu pilgriim were killed 
and more than 30 injured when a truck m which thty were 
travelling pluiued off a bridge in western India, domestic news 
ageodes said Monday, the crash Sunday night near Khopoli, 
about 70 kilometres east of Bombay, killed 25 people on the 
spot, the agendas said. Twelve died later in hospital. ’The 
worshippers were on their way home from a pilgrimage to a 
temple near Pune. 


Sarajevo was without electric- 
ity overnight after a pylon was 
believed to have been dam- 
aged in fighting or as a result of 
sabotage. 

Sarajevo Radio said an 
attempt would be made to res- 
tore TOwer later Monday. 

Fluting between Bosnian 
Serbs and Muslims held up a 
U.N. relief convoy to the Mus- 
lim-held northern Bosnian 
town of Tuzla Monday,and 
heavy snowfalls halted two 
further convoys, U.N. officials 
said. 

"One 26-truck convoy vrith 
240 tonnes of aid for luzla is 
stalled in no man's land be- 
tween Caparde and i>^esija 
because or local fighting," Pe- 
ter Kessler, ^kesman ror the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), told 
Reuters in Za^b. 

More than 30 cm (12 indies) 
of snow has fellen in central 
Croatia and northern Bosnia 
overnight, creating further 
problems for the distribution 
of aid, Mr. Kessler said. 

"We have had to postpone 
two convoy for Velika Kladu7 
sa and Jajee due to heavy 
snow, and the weather may 
really hamper more of our 
movements in the next 24 
hours," Mr. Kessler said. 

He said it was "a good sign" 
one convoy with winter mate- 
rial had reached the Muslim 
endave of Srebrenica Saturday 
after a delay of almost one day. 
He said a further convoy of 
nine trucks, including one with 
shoes, was on its way Monday. 

“But the real test will come 
Thursday, when we phn to biii^ 
in building materials for 35U 

g refabricated housing units to 
rebrenica,” Kessler said. 


Hindu 
party fails 
in Indian 
state polls 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's main Hindu party 
conceded Monday that it 
had lost rontrof of the 
legislature of India's most 
populous state in a serious 
setback to its ambitions of 
emerging as a national 
dternative. 

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJF, Indian Peo- 
ple's Party) announced 
that it would sit in the 
opposition in Uttar 
Ftadesh after failing to 
win a majority in the 425- 
member state legislature. 

A two-party combine 
led by the Sodalist Party 
was narrowly ahead of the 
EGndu revivalists and 
staked its claim to govern 
Uttar Pradesh, a crawling 
northern state of 140 mil- 
lion, with help from 
friendly jsarties. 

The loss of Uttar 
Pradesh, where Hindu ex- 
tremists razed the Babri 
Mosque in December, was 
the biggest for the party in 
this * month's staggered 
state elections. Tne BJP 
had vowed to surpass its 
1^1 tally of 221 seats. 

'*We have lost arithmeti- 
cally,” BJP ^kesman M. 
Venkiah Naidu said here, 
as trends indicated a hung, 
legislature in the state. “So ' 
we have decided to sit in 
die opposition.” 

The BJP trounced Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimba 
Rao's Congr^ (I). Party 
in New DmhL 


Secret 
papers to 
vindicate 
U.K.-IRA 
contact 


LONDON (R) — Secret pap- 
ers on contacts between the 
British government and the 
IRA win prove London was 
not in negotiations with guer- 
rillas. the government said 
Monday. 

The documents, detailing 
almost a year of exchanges 
between the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) leadership and 
the British goremment. would 
“make it clear we stand by our 
public principles in private.'’ 
said a senior government offi- 
cial. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major's drive for peace in 
Northern Ireland has been put 
in jeopardy by disclosures of 
contacts with the IRA — guer- 
rillas dedicated to overtfoow- 
ing more than 500 years of 
Bntish rule in Northern Ire- 
land. 

Hardline Protestants com- 
mitted to union with Brilian 
have called for Mr. Major and 
Northern Ireland Secretary Sir 
Patrick Mayhew to resign, 
alleging they misled parliament 
and the country over saying 
they would not talk to "terror- 
ists." 

IRA propagandists also say 
Britain is lying. 

But government officials 
said the papers, to be released 
alongside a statement to parlia- 
ment by Sir Patrick, would 
show there was no question of 
either man having to resign. 

The 30 to 40 pages of piapers 
would show "that we were not 
in negotiations about the subst- 
ance of the future of Northern 
Ireland." the senior official 
said. The contacts were just 
that, not negotiations or talks 
in any way, he added. 

They would show the IRA 
approached the government on 
Feb. 22 with what appeared to 
be a genuine offer of peace, 
saying "the conflin is over" 
and seeking further advice. 

Among the papers was what 
amounted to an apologv or at 
least an expression^ of “sad- 
ness" from the IRAT’t^ days 
after a bombing in the north- 
ern English town of Warring- 
ton on March 20 which killed 
two young boys and injured 56 
other p^ple. 

Officials gave a flavour of 
the papers to reinforce the 
public position of Mr. Major 



Sinn Fein Presid^t Gerry Adams speaks at a press conference 
at Conway Mill in Belfast, Norths Ireland (AFP photo) 


and Sir Patrick that it would 
have been irresponsible and 
unforgivable not to respond to 
a possible peace overture to 
end the 25-year-old Northern 
Ireland conflict. 

The Conservative govern- 
ment has repeatedly said it will 
not talk to or negotiate with 
the IRA until it renounces 
* violence. 

Unionist leaders leaked de- 
tails of the dealings with the 
IRA. Republicans in turn 
joined their enemies in accus- 
ing both Sir Patrick and Mr. 
Major of lying about the level 
fo talks. 

"They lied and lied and lied 
and then their lies caught up on 
them." hardline Protesiaiit 
Democratic Unionist Party 
leader Ian Paisley told the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio. 

On the other side of the 
conflict Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the IRA, sought to add 
to Mr. Major's discomfort. 

“It is clear that Mr. Mayhew 
tells lies. It is clear that Mr. 
Major tells lies. I don't need to 

E reduce evidence of that, you 
ave it." Sinn Fein leader Ger- 
ry Adams told the BBC. 

At issue will be not so much 
the morality of contacts with 


the IRA but whether Mr. Ma- 
jor and Sir Patrick misled par- 
liament. There is no doubt that 
outside parliament Sir Patrick 
and spokesmen for Mr. Major 
had denied “contacts" with the 
IRA. 

But to mislead parliament is 
a more serious matter which in 
the past has led to ministerial 
resignations — among the 
most celebrated that ot War 
Minister John Profumo in 
1963. 

Government officials said 
they believed Mr. Major and 
Sir Patrick had chosen their 
words carefully. 

The crisis over Northern Ire- 
land has engulfed Mr. Major 
just when he was working on a 
Joint programme for peace 
with Irish Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds. 

British officials said it was 
still TOSsible Mr. Major ^d 
Mr. Rejmolds could hold* an 
Anglo-Irish summit on Dec. 3. 
although there remained diffi- 
culties drafting a communique. 

The two men have said tney 
see the best chance for peace in 
years in the province, spurred 
on by a spate of sectarian 
killing in October on both 
sides of the Protestant-Catho- 
lic divide. 


CSCE struggles to adapt after cold war 


ROME (Agencies) — The 
conference on security and 
cooperation in Eun^ (CS^) 
will press this week its efforts 
to adapt to an era free of 
sopeipower rivalry but fraught 
with ziational and etfazuc ten- 
sions. 

A child of the cold war, the 
CSCE began with 35 countries 
in 1972 and three years later 
adopted the landmark Helsinld 
Flnu Act with guaraotees of 
human rights embraced by a 
KoeratioD of Communist disi- 
dents. 

Hie CSCE, wtucb will hold a 
ministerial meeting here Tues- 
day and Wednesday, now 
counts 53 members from East- 
ern and Western European, 
the fonner Soviet republics, 
the United States and Canada. 

The former Yugoslav Re- 
publics of BosnU'^erzegovi- 
na, C^tia and Slovenia par- 
ticulate but the membership of 
S^ia and Montenegro, wnidi 
mate up the rump Yi^oslavia, 
was suspended in 1992.- Mace- 
donia is an observer. 

Since the collapse of com- 


munism four years ago the 
CSCE has sought to transform 
itself into an active agent for 
peacekeeping and conflict 
management on the crisis-ri^ 
den continent. 

But it has been held back by 
its failure to end 2-16 years of 
bloodshed in the former 
Yugo^via as well as a system 
of dedsion by consensus which 
many diplomats say mak es the 
eSCE unwieldy. 

The November 1990 s ummi t 
in Paris marited a watershed 
for the CSCE, featurine the 
signing of an accord by ^^TO 
and its Warsaw Pact rivals to 
limit conventional arms in 
Europe. 

It also created new bodies 
such as the Council of Foreign 
Nfinisters based in I^gue, a 
Centre for Cooffict Prevention 
based in Vienna and an Office 
of Democratic Institutions and 
Human Rights headquartered 
in Warsaw. 

The July 1992 summit in 
Helsinki Mded the post of 
High Commissioner for 


National Minorities and a 
Forum for Security Coopera- 
tion. A Court of ^ndliation 
and Arbitration was created 
five months later. 

The CSCE no enforce- 
ment aim of its own but hopes 
to cal) on groups such as the 
NATO, the European Com- 
munity and die Western Euro- 
Pfran Union defence group of 
EC states. 

More controveisial is the 
question of whether and to 
what extent it can use the 
Moscow-led Confederation of 
Independent States (CIS) to 
police conflicts in the former 
Soviet Union. 

The CSCE has already sent 
several observer missions to 
the former Yugoslavia, the 
Caucasus and other regioos of 
the old Soviet Union. 

Russia is hoping the Rome 
conference Tuesday will give 
its blessmg to the idea of 
cow sending troops to maintain 
the peace in the former Soviet ' 
empire rocked by numerous 
locm conflicts. 


Hong Kong parties back Patten on mini reform bill 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong's leading political parties 
gave their backing Monday for 
&>vemor Chris ratten to pu^ 
ahead with a partial democracy 
bill, setting the stage for a new 
rift with Beijing. 

Pro-business conservatives 
and pro-democracy liberals 
both said they would support 
Mr. Patten if he introduced 
part of his democratic reform 
bill in the colonial legislature 
after seven months of fruitless 
Sino-Britisb negotiations. 

China and Bntain foiled last 
week to agree even on sup- 
posedly less contentious issues 
at make-or-break talks. 

Speculation is rife that Mr. 
Patten will now present a bill 
based on the “simple issues." 
such as lowering the voting 
age, and leave the door open 
for further talks on key parts of 
his plan to widen democracy 
before the colony returns to 
China in 1997. 

The pro-business Liberal 
Party, and pro-democracy 
groups the United Democrats' 
and Meeting Point, which 
account for 32 members in the 
60-seat legislatuFe, said with 
varying degrees of enthusiasm 


that they would back such a 
move. 

Government officials say 
that Mr. Patten has not yet 
made up his mind what to do 
after the 17tb round of talks in 
Beijing, which he described as 
sad and disappointing. But one 
British source said a partial bill 
was One possible option. 

Apart from cutting the vot- 
ing age to 18 from 2], the 
Bntish interpretation of the 
simple issues b allowing each 
geographical constituency to 
elect one legblator. rather than 
two at present, and the scrap- 
ping or a system of govern- 
ment-appointed local council- 
lors. 

“We’ve got absolutely no 
problems with 18 and indeed 
the voting age in China is 18." 
said Ronald Arculli, vice chair- 
man of the Libei^ Partv. 

Mr. Arculli also noted' that 
the legislature had already 
approved single-seat consti- 
tuencies. "We've already had 
that debate so I think it will go 
through the Legblative Coun- 
dl quite quickly and we would 
suprort it as well." 

Tne United Democrats, who 
have long suspected Mr. Pat- 


ten will eventually cave in to 
Chinese pressure, w'as less en- 
thusiastic about a partial bill. 

“[ would urge the adminis- 
tration to table (introduce) the 
oridnal bill of the governor’s 
parage as soon as possible for 
legislation." Vice Chairman 
Yeung Sum told RTHK Radio. 

Mr. Panen's original bill, 
published last March but never 
introduced, effectively allows 
Hong Kong people to elect 
directly or indirectly the 
majority of their legblaiure in 
1.995. 

But Mr. Yeung nevertheless 
said his party would support a 
partial bill with reservations. 
"If the bill was split we would 
still vote yes to it. But we 
would criticise the administra- 
tion." he said. “Whv not table 
the whole package? (Not doing 


cabinet, the Executiv’e Coun- 
dl, Tu^ay and is expected to 
i^eal his plans to legislators 
Thursday. 

Hong Kong b considering a 
speaal unit to organise 1994 
Md 1W5 elections, following 
the failure by Britain and Chi- 
na to agree on a formal for the 
^Ils^ government sources iiaid 

Preparing for elections is a 
i^k norrnmiy handled by the 
Oly and New Territories 
Administration, which carries 
out a host of government poli- 
cies at the grassroots level. 

government source 
Mid. Inercssomucbworkio 
be done that it would he too 
much of a burden on the ex- 
isting department." 

No such electoral office is 
envisioned in the 1984 S\n*> 


so) would delay the whole pro- . British treaty on returnino 
ce« of legislation." Hong Kong to China TnTw^ 


Swazi ministry 
turns away women 
in trousers 

MBABANE {K) 
land’s Foreign MuusiiJ' is lin- 
ing away trousers-wearing 
women, saving that ttey mtot 
change into skirts if ttey vmi 
Offiah to attend to them. The 
ministry's mneip^ 

Phflcinon Dlamim confirmw 
Monday that receptionw« 
were enforieng a trouser DOT 
but declined to give rcosons. 

French firemen 
cook up world’s 
longest sausage 

VALENCE, France (AiJ) •— 
Bremen in the ^ southcMt 
French town of Samt-Ju^-^’ 
Qaix cooked up a treat Sundty 
by rnal ring the worid s tetecst 
blood sausage to raise ninds to 
finish building their fire st^ 
tion. At 596?8 metres (1,969 
feet) long, the firemen m Hw 
previous world record or 5o/.4 
metres (1,938 feet) set by a 
Belgian-made sau^S?:. Thty 
iisedsome 600 hires 
pints) of blood from abbatoirc 
across the area, and cooked 
and sold the whole saus^m 
two hours at 35 francs ($6) a 
metre! 

UAE ZOO gets 
7 bears from 
Holland 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Hol- 
land has gjvcn seven bears to 
Dubai Zoo in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the official 
Emirates News Agency 
(WAM) reported. The bears 
from Amsterdam Zoo, 
wei^iing more than three ton- 
nes in total, were transported 
the same day from Frankftui 
aboard Emirates Airlines. 
Dubai has the seamd lar^t 
zoo in the Gulf after Al'Ain, 
also in the UAE. 

Moon-watchers 
gaze at lunar 
eclipse 

NEW YORK (AP) — Earth’s 
shadow draped slowly across 
*the moon early Monday to the 
delight of moon-watchers gaz- 
ing at the continent's most 
widely visible lunar eclipse in 
■IL'.years. “It’s spectacular, It’s 
wild. It's beautiful. EspepiaHy 
the setting — on a clear night 
against the tall buildings," said 
Tom Proffitt of Cincinnati as 
he watched the moon dis- ' 
above Rockefeller Pla 
za in New York City jusi be- 
fore 12:30 a.m. ^ (05.V) 
GMT). “1 thought it was a light 
on top of a skyscrapper, it was 
so clearly defined." said 
Christopher Paduano of Stam- 
ford, Connecticut. ".And to see 
it change so fast." The moon 
also shone brilliantly across tte 
south, southwest and centrad 
midwest in clear, sometimes 
cold, skies before it was co- 
vered by a shadow with a red 
to copper finish. Clou^ 
ecUpsed the eclipse in Chic^. 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis and 
Salt Lake Gty. Los Angeles 
had a view, tmt the sky was 
overcast elsewhere along mudi 
of the west coast, disappoint- 
ing viewers in Frandsoo 
and Seattle. The moon began 
entering the earth's shadow at 
10:27 p.m. EST Sunday (0327 
GMT Monday), and wu total- 
ly eclipsed from 1:02 a.m. EST 
until 1:50 aju. 
£ST (0650 GMT) Monday. In 
Los Angeles, more than 1,500 


Even introducing a partial 
bill may provoke a Chinese 
walkout of the talks, which 
began last April amid high 
hopes of a deal. Hong Kong 
would then face a rocky nin-up 
to the handover. 

Mr. Patten is due to discuss 
strategy with his colonial 


or in the Basic Law, (Alina's 
mini-consiitution for the terri- 
3fter the takeover. 

Sino-Briiish talks on 
arrangeinents for 1994 district 
boardand 1995 legislative elec- 
lions broke off in Beijine 
with no date set for a 
further round. 


watchers gathered at 
Griffith Park Observatory to 
strains of "blue moon'* and 
p^er appropriate tunes. 
Through a telescope, there is 
a very definite red in the 
deepest shadow of the 
said astronomer John 
Mosely. "On the outside part it 
IS a bluish, pearly white. Subtle 
but beautirul." 

Police uncover 
hotmezuzahs 
packed with porn 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The rcK- 
©ous vmtmgs were hot, but 
the lading material was hot- 
Two men who ulleeedly 
pOKd as rabbis to peddle 
stolen mezuzahs in Israel’s 
north were exposed when 
police found the traditional 
Jewish doorpost blessings in 
their car — pocked together 
Wth pronography. a meztwah. 
« a blesang from the Biblical 
Bopfc of Deuteronomy in- 
^ parchment 
scfoM. rolled inside a Occora- 
ttve casing and placed on a 
doorpost. It is required at the 
«itrante to each room in rdi- 
*>o««holds. PoUce knew 
fiwy had iheir men when toev 
fhelr hriefirases. 
ijiere were dozens. of mezu-* 

SS of the brief- 

case and hardttre pom maca- 
zinw on the other,” said 

Yehuda Cdtieh, 

■ northern 

**“*'** tracked 

Stv? '"''‘I. n.«iz«h 
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2nd round of Jordan Basketball 
Championship games begins today 

Bv a Jordan 'nnwe ai > . _ • 


By 8 Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The much awa- 
ited second round of the first 
division baskecbali cham- 
pionship b^ns Tuesday after 
a long halt one to the national 
team^s participation in the 
Asian Basketball Cham- 
pionship in Jakarta. Indonesia. 

Newcomers AI Ashnfieh 
take on titlebolders AI Ahli 
n4iile AI Watani play AI 
Jazireh on -the first day of the 
final round which ends on Dec. 
29. 

The first round had been 
concluded on Aug. 18 when 
Ae coontry’s all time rivals met 
in the finm match in which AI 
Ahli scored a 70*60 win over 
AI Orthodox!. 

Ai Ahli, most of whose play- 
ers represented die nadonai 
team in Jakarta, might miM the 
efforts of key guard Naser 
Bushnaq. Bushnaq also missed 
the uadonal team’s ' matrhrs 
due to an aggravated anH*> 
injury. 


AI Orthodoxi seem to be in 
d form, e^iecially after de- 
feating two top Lebanese 
twms in AI Hfloneh’s Cham- 
monship now under way in 
Beirut. They might take 
advantatt of Bushnaq*s abs- 
ence as he was instrumental in 
helping AI Ahli win the title in 
19S^ and 1992. 

Third-placed AI Jazireh is 
seem well on their way to 
capturing tte countiy’s basket- 
ball titles in the near fiiture. 
They won both under-14 and 
under 16 titles and sn atc hed 
the women’s title away from A] 
Orthodox!. 


In the first division, their 
wins over AI Jalil and AI Hus- 
sein have given them an almo st 
sure shot at thiiti ^ace behind 
the top all-time rivals. 

AI Jalil are in fbartfa place 
after defeating AI Hussein 100- 
AI Hussein fell back to 
sixth place after losing 80*78 to 
AJ watani in double overtime. 

The two newcomers, AI 
Ashrafieh and AI Wifaq seen 
destined to be relegated unless 
they score some wins in the 
upcoming matches. 

Only one team, Homent- 
men, will be promoted to the 
first division in 19^. 


Standings 


Team 


W 

L 

SF 

• SA 

Ahli 


7 


668 

333 

Orthodoxi 

0 

6 

1 

675 

452 

Jadrdi 


5 

2 

593 

516 

Jsifl 


4 

3 

587 

464 

Watani 


■ 3 

4 

467 

530 

Hnsselo 


2 

5 

502 

541 

Ashrafieh 


1 

6 

347 

' 669 

Wifoq 


— 

7 

299 

633 


Pts 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 



RAC to hold Rallytour 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The final event of 1993, a Rallytonr 
organised by the Royal Automobile Qub (RAC), will be held 
on Dec. 17, aocordixm to a RAC press release issi^ here. The 
first car will start at 9:30 am. and the route, as always, will be 
on puUic roads with no excessive speeds required. Each car is 
allowed to hold as many passengers as it is licenced to, and the 
Rallytour is a real test of sldU for botii driver and narigator; 
the press release said. The Rallytour will be seen on a secret 
route and tiie road be ^ven to eadi competitor at the start of 
the race. This popular race is expected to attract maiw 
competitors, ancf registration wiU r emain open until Etec. 15. 

Zamalek steal cup final draw 

KUMASI, Ghana (AFP) — Egyptians Zamalek took the 
upper band in the African Champions Cup final here Sunday 
ar^ esctmiim with, a goalless first-leg draw against Ghanaians 
Asante Kotwo. Kotoko, in front of 6O,OO0 Ians, missed a 
series of chances, with striker Joe Okyere tiie chief culprit. 
The Ghanaians are bidding to win the trojAy for the &rd 
time. The second leg takes place in Cairo in two weeks. 

Pakistan win squash team title 


i^RACHI (AFP) — Pakistan woo the World Team Sooash 

Lnstralia ii 

Martin and Zarak Khan defeated !^odney Eyles, tc{ 


Championship, 
hte three-m 


a decisive 2-0 lead over Anstraiia in 
here Monday. Jahangir Khan beat Brett 

wrtiie 

world title for Pakistan after six years. Jansher ')Chan and 
Rodney Martin were to play in the third matdi. 

Lillehammer volunteers Stay In bed 

3LSO (R) — In a snub to organisers of the Lillehammer 
' Afinter Olympics, almost half the volunteers due to take part 
in a dress-reheard of the opening ceremow Sunday chose 
instead to sleep in after a night on the town. Only about 1 ,200 
of the 2,^ volunteers meant to take part in a march to the 
ski-iumpii» stadium, where the t^eaing ceremony will be held 
on Feb. 12, turned up in temperatures of minus 16 degrees 
Celsius. Many of the volunteers had. been out in Lillehammer 
until the early hours and chose to stay in bed. Organisers said 
they did not believe the low tuniout meant volunteers mi^t 
. , be .similarly unentbusiastic during the games. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

L 1493 klAM SvwcM me 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Ais South. \’ulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦86 'Q98642 QJ3 662 

Partner opens the bidding with tn-u 
no trump. What do yuu respond? 
A.— 'Hiis w a textbook bolding. 
Vou «rant tu pia.v R.iRie in hearis, no 
more. The way to tell partner that is 
to jump to fou'. hearts. To bid three 
hearts first and then four hearts 
shows mild slaoi interest. For those 
wiio use transfer bids, that would be 
nvn belter, since the strong hand 
would drfbre. 

Q.2— As ' South, vulnerable, you 

hekd: 

♦643 6 763 «.AKJ766 

The bidding has priweeded: 

North Bast South West 
1 ' Pas6 ? 

What du xtHi bid now? 

A.-.-YUU have a hajid with u good 
minor suit wbwh. theoretically. i'< 
tnu wTak for a iwii-overmw re- 
sponse. The'way lo show ch.’ll is to 
hid two dubs duw. followed by re- 
bidding rhibs as cheaply ns possible 
at >‘nur next turn. 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, yini 
iMld: 

♦Q105 '6 QJ5 4K109542 
'The bidding bM* proceeded: 

North South Went 

1 . ' Pnas ? 

What do >tNi bid now? 

A.*m-Vmi have more ih.in oitiiugh 
to r«!^Kmd. but thib time yuur six- 
cardmmnrianoiorsuriicicnt quali- 
ty to allow you lu bid two clubs und 
then the suit. Ynur onb' oP' 
tiiin is . In -ivspi>nd •me no irumr. 
decile your ttnbalanred band. 
Q.4~Aa South, \ulncrablc. you 
hukb 

6A69. qKQ74 Q63 


7’he biddiDg has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 « Pass 2 * Pass 

e 

What action do you take? 

A.— This hand is going nowhere 
om»site a partner who has shown 
6-9 points, so pass. To bid two no 
trump now wmld invite game and 
show a hand of some 18 points. 
Don't be concerned about the ade- 
quac>‘ uf the trjmp suit— partner 
raised knowing you might have only 
three dubs! 

Q.5>-Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

♦76532 'KJ3 92 *A63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Soalh West 

14 I r . ? ^ 

What do ytAi bid now. 

A,— Obviously, the choice lies be- 
tween one spade and one no trump. 
.Although hdf.vour values lie an the 
enemy suit, if wu don’t bid spades 
now you will never be able to con- 
vince partner you hold a five-card 
suit. Bid one spade. 

Q,6_.As South, vulnerable, you 

743 K985 4AJ74 

The bidding has proceeded 
North East Sooth West 

1 Poes ? 

Whal do vou re^nd? 

A.— It >MU play five-card xnajots, a 
niise tu two hearts » easy, if not. a 
balanced hand and weak three-card 
xuppi'n might tip the decision to 
une no mimp. However, with a low 
diHibleino in spades, that’s ao imat- 
tjartivc proposition. We would 
raise t«> two hearts, regardess of 
svstem. 


Dutch 
pair clinch 
world 
doubles 
tennis title 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The Dutch pair of Jacco 
Eltingh and Paul Haarhuis 
took the World Doubles 
Chanraionship crown and 
$225, (H)0 prizemoney when 
ions 
rk 



The result ' means that the 
Dutchu^ end the year with 
six titles, one more than Au- 
stralian pair who suffered their 
first defeat in eighteen finals 
tosether.^ 


e key to tbe second Dutch 
success over the Australians 
this week was their strength at 
critical moments. 

“We communicated really 
wellon (he big' points.^ 
Haarhuis explained after- 
wards. “We told each other to 
relax, take time, don't rush tbe 
service and we won them.” 

The first set went with serve 
all the way to the tie-break 
although Woodfbrde, who 
started slowly, came under se- 
vere pressure u the fifth game. 

In the tie-break Eltinm and 
Woodbridge were both ^ken 
early before Woodforde drop- 
ped his second serve and 
allowed Eltingh to secure it 
7-4. 

The second set saw Haarhuis 
and Woodbridge broken in 
successive games and Eltin^ 
was taken to three deaces 
fore holding his serve. The set 
a gain went to a tie-break and 
Woodbridge blew a 
chance to win it, the Dutch 
were two sets im. 

The third set bin^ on one 
break of serve in the seventh 
game when Woodbridge, 
whose record run of 21 succes- 
ave tournament wins came to 
an end, succumbed to some 
brilliant returns by Haarhuis. 

A^r the match Woodforde 
praised the two Dutchmen. 

“Today they were better 
than us,^ be said. 


French 

Football 

Federation 

president 

resigns 

PARIS (AFP) — French soc- 
cer underwent new bloodlei- 
ling over its World Cup failure 
Monday when Jean Fournet- 
Fayard resigned as president of 
the French Football Federa- 
tion. 

Fournet-Fayard was the 
latest to pay the price for 
France not reaching next 
year's finals in America — the 
last straw for fans and players 
after a tumultuous and scan- 
dal-ridden year. 

■ He quit at a special meeting 
of the French Football Federa- 
tion (FFF) council in Paris four 
days after Gerard Houllier res- 
igned as n ational coach. 

An FFF statement said the 
council unanimously expressed 
support for Fournet-Fayard. 
but that he insisted on standing 
down "in the face of the media 
lynching of which he has been 
the target." 

Jacques George., vice-presi- 
dent of the International Foot- 
ball Federation, inll take over 
as temporarx' head of the 
until new elections in Febru- 
arv'. But the French soccer 
establishment is now ' lootong 
for a new national coach ahd 
chief administrator capable of 
setting underway a soccer re- 
volution before France hosts 
the World Cup finals in 1^8. 

Pressure for change has been 
mounting since two humiliat- 
ing home defeats in the final 
qualifying games — against 
Israel and Bulgaria — saw the 
French fall out of conteniion- 
for USA ’94. 

Michel Platini, former 
national team captain and 
coach, described the 3-2 defeat 
by Israel at the Parc Des 
Princes in October as “the 
worst result in French soccer 
history." Platini is now the 
person wanted by many mana- 
gers as the national coach. But 
he insists he wants to remain in 
charge of plans for the 1998 
finals. 

Since Houllier resigned, 
amidst claims of a plot against 
him. attoitkn has turned to 
Fournet-Favard a 61-vear-old 
■former pro^essioiia l pfa yer. 

He took oyer as FIT prersi- 
deni in 1984 after France won 
the European Championship. 
They went on to reach the 
World Cup semifinals in I9S6 
but the French game has since 
been hit by financial scandal 
and a series of disappoint- 
ments. 

France failed to reach the 
1990 World Cup finals and 
Fournel-Fayard's resignation 
was demanded after the 
Furiani Stadium disaster in 
May 1992. Fifteen people were 
killed and 2.UU0 injured when a 
temporary stand collapsed. 

His comments such us ’’it 
was ribt me who tightened the 
bote" brought embarrass- 
ment to the ^deration. 

France's reputation was also 
badly damaged by scandals 
that ' culminated with accusa- 
tions of match-fixing ,'igainst 
Olymptque Marseille this year. 

Four players and a Marseille 
official still face criminal 
charges of corruption after the 
official. Jeun*Pierre Bernes, 
was .said to have offered money 
to three Valenciennes playere 
to ease up in a league match 
lust May. 


Gullit shows his worth 


PARIS (AFP) — Ruud Gul- 
•lit's two goals, which helped 
Sampdoria draw levd of points 
with Italian laUetOf^ws Par- 




rmer 


a telling message to his 
team. 

Parma and Gullit's old club 
AC Milan could only fight out 
a goalless draw, allowing the 
Dutchman to take full advan- 


‘’fn, 


ingland’s David Platt also 
notched up a goal in Samp- 
doria’s 3-] defeat of Cre- 
monese. Then Gullit set^ a 
67th minute goal and an 8Sth 
minute penalty as he continues 
to prove Milan were wrong to 
release him. 

All three teams have 19 
points, but Parma remain top 
and Sampdoria are second on 
goal difference. 

A Guiseppe Signori hat-trick 
plus another goal by Diego 
Fuser helped Lazio bounce 
back from elimination in the 
UEFA Cup and last week's 
defeat by Torino, to crush 
Genoa 4-0. 

And Napoli's Urug^an in- 
ternational Daniel Fonseca 
also hit three goals to put 
Napoli on their way to a 5-0 
trouncing of Reggiana. 

Eintracht Frankfurt were 
left with a slender one point 
lead in the German diam- 
pionship after Borussia Moen- 
chengladbach inflicted their 
third consecutive defeat. 

'Hie 3-0 loss by Klaus Topp- 
moeller’s side, struggling with- 
out injured striker Anthony 
Yeboah, is their third ofiatch 
without a win. 

Yeboah's replacement Rad- 
milo MihaMovic has not 
scored, and Toppmoeller pre- 



Anderson opened the scor- 
ing and set up williani Prunier 
in one of his two goals. 

In Spain. Barcelona got back 
to winning ways as they snatch- 
ed top spot with a 4-2 xvin at 

Real Valiecano, 

The punishment of coach 
Johann Cruyff and week be^ 
fore, when 'he fined bis side 
after losing to bottom-club 
Lerida. appeared! to do the 
trick. 

Two goals from both Guil- 
lermo Amor and Dutdiman 
Ronald Koeman — one from 
the spot — earned them the 


ferred Jan Furtok and Nigerian 

i^i 

Sweden’s Martin Dahlin 


gen; 

Auguestine Okocha up front. 


scored two first-half goals as 
Moenchengladbach conde- 
mned Frankfurt to only their 
second home defeat. Martin- 
Max completed the punish- 
ment with naif an hour to go to 


7 


crowt 

Werder Bremen got their 
first point in four matches with 
a goalless draw at VFB Stutt- 
gart. 


Rand GalKt 

Paris Saint Germain striker 
George Weah scored the only 
goal against lO-man St. Etien- 
ne as they doubled their lead 
on top of the French first divi- 
sion to four points. 

PSG could also thank Lens 
striker Roger BoH for extent- 
ingtheir lead, his winner at 
home preventing rivals Bor- 
deaux from pocketing any 
points. 

St. Etienne keeper Josephe- 
Antoine Bell had a great match 
against a dominated Paris tide, 
and his efforts nearly sneaked 
a point. But David Ginola, 
Paul Le Guen. Vincent Guerin 
and Brazilian Valdo went for- 
ward in Waves in the last half- 
hour. and PSG deserved ric- 
lo^. 

St. Etienne's Stephane San- 
tini was sent off in the dying 
seconds. 

Weah had had a quiet game 
untilthe 84th minute, when he 


had a goal disallowed for a foul 
by Xaxrier Gravelaine. But the 
veteran Liberian forward made 
up for the disappointment with 
a f^ post heaaer f^m a cross 
by Guerin. 

Weah's seventh goal of the 
season coincided with an im- 
pressive 14-match unbeaten 
run for PSG, who last lost on 
A^. 15 at Marseille. 

Koger Boll, older brother of 
international Basile. scored in 
the 37tb minute in the only 
goal of the match against 
second-placed Bordeaux. 

Oman Biyik, whose goal en- 
abled Cameroon to beat 
Argentina in tbe last World 
Cup. beaded onto the cross- 
bar, and Roger hit home the 
rebound. 

Marseille, with ^i^at help 
from their new signing Da Sil- 
va Anderson, went up to 
fourth place ivith a 3-0 victory 
at Martigues. 


points, though Hugo Sanchez 
replied twice for Valiecano. 

No doubt Cruyff will have 
no gripes with their showing on 
a weekend when the top of the - 
table was blown apart. 

Six clubs were level on six- 
teen points, but now only De- 
portivo La Coruna and Barce- 
lona have 18 points. A 64th 
minute penally by Miroslav 
Djukic gave Deportivo the win 
at Atledoo Madrid. 

Draws by Athletic Bilbao 
and Valencia and losses by 
Sevilla and Real Madrid, have 
put space between them and 
the leaders. 

Benfica went two points 
clear at the top of the Portu- 
guese Championship as they 
beat Belenenses 3-0, goals by 
Joao Pino. Carlos Mozer and 
Paneira earned them the 
points. 

Bouvista's 2-1 loss to Gil 
Vicente meant they slipped 
two points adrift of ihe table- 
to^r.<i. 

Feyernoord kept their nose.s 
ahead of Ajax Amsterdam as 
both had emphatic victories in 
the Dutch Championships. 

Ajax's Finnish international 
Jari Litmanen scored twice and 
Marc Ox'ermars and Ronald 
De Boer added the others in a 
4-0 thrashing of go ahead 
eagles. Feyernoord won 3-1 at 
PSV Eindhoven xx'iih two goals 
from Gaston Taument and ' 
another from Regi Blinker. 

Defending champions'' 
Anderlecht stretched their lead 
in the Belgian championships.- 
lo four points clear with a 3-r 
victoiy at Ostende. 


China’s athletics coach: Do not expect records 


MANILA (R) — China, rapid- 
ly becoming a major athletics 
power thanks mainly fo its elite 
women distance runners, is 
certain to top the medals haul 
at this week's Asian Cham- 


But Ma Junren. (he Chinese, 
women's controversial coach 
and the man behind their spec- 
tacular world record achieve- 
ments over 1.500. 3,000 and 
10,000 metres this year, said 
his athletes were tired and 
were unlikely to set any world 
records at the meeting. 

He has brought along six of 
the “Ma family army,*'''includ- 
ing superstars Wang Junxia 
and Qu Yunxia. but said his 
team were exhausted after 
^ctacular runs at the World 
Championships in Stuttgart in 
August and China's National 
games in September. 

Five of his athletes also took 
part in last month's World Cup 
marathon event in Spain where 
Wang, only 20. confirmed she is 
the most versatile woman dis- 
tance ever by leading her com- 
patriots to the top four places. 

Ma said: “1 have sent them 
here because 1 want friends in 
Asian countries to see my 
athletes, bin they are very tired 
after so many events and I do 
not expect them to set new 
records in the long and middle 


distance events at these cham- 
piODships.’' 

(^na^'.wHich'has dominated 
the Asian Athletics Cham- 
pionships since 1983 and top- 
ped the medals table with 2A 
golds in 1991. has sent its 
strongest ever team with nearly 
50 athletes competing in the 


five-day event which starts 
Tuesday. 

Chinese officials stressed the 
importance of the 10th biennial 
duunpionships as a showcase 
for the region's athletes in the 
run-up to next year's Athletics 
World Cup in Britain and the 
Asian Games in Hiroshima. 
Japan. 

China and Japan have 
spearheaded the growing 
{upularity of athletics in Asia 
and though the world ranki:^ 
are dominated by the U.^. 
Africa and Europe, the lucra- 
tive Grand Prix circuit might 
be extended to Asia if The 
growth continues. 

The championships have 
attracted more than 1,000 
athletes from 40 countries, 
embracing the Middle East 
and. for the first time, six 
former Soviet republics. 

World champion hammer 
Thrower Andrei Abduvaliyev 
is in the Tajikistan team while 
pole vaulter Grigoriy Yevor- 
ov. world ranked with a best of 


5.90 metres, will be apearing in 
. Kazakhstan's colours. 

Also competing will be 
Qatar's world founh-ranked 
1.500 metre runner Moham- 
mad Suleiman, who is hoping 
to better his personal best dr 
three minutes 33.29 seconds. 

Two finals, the women's dis- 
cus and men's 3.000 metres 
steeplechase, will highlight the 
first day's events with (Nina's 
world-ranked Cao Qi looking a 
certain gold after a throw of 
66.08 metres this year. 

Drug testing at the cham- 
pionships will be strict, accord- 
ing to championship officials. 
Urine samples of all gold med- 
al winners would be sent to an 
Australian laboratorv for test- 
ing. Results would be available 
within ,a few d^’s. 

ADegatiofis of drug taking 
have dogged Ma and his 
women athletes but have been 
vigorously denied and the run- 
ners have successfully passed 
all dope tests. 

They have put their records 
down to a rigorous, high-alti- 
tude marathon-style training 
regime, supplemented witfi 
traditional Loinese tonics, in- 
cluding turtle essence and 
caterpAlar fungus. 

Wang, who destroyed the- 
world 10.000 and 3.00d metres 
records in October, said earlier 


this month she und the other 
women runners had been veiy^ 
hurt by the accusations. 

World athletics chief Primo 
Nebiolo reiterated here earlier 
comments that he had no' 
doubts the Chinese were clean.' 

“I rnisi them and 1 am con- 
vinced they will be the surprise 
of the future," he told repor- 
ters. “These great results do, 
not surprise ine." 

Meanwhile, the Chinese 
coach is set to launch a prog-; 
ramme for male athletes. 

Ma said Monday prepara-'. 
tions were well under way for a' 
men's training centre in his. 
Liaoning province. a 

“We are preparing to set up' 
an athletic training centre, 
which will be located near my 
home town in Liaoning pro-'' 
vince." he said. 

Ma said he had invited*, 
another leading coach, Liu Qi,*' 
to partner him in the proiea to 
tram men middle and long 
distance runners. 

"We have also employed six. 
other coaches to work with me.* 
so we will make joint efforts to 
train top athletes." he added.'. 
But Ma did not set a time 
frame for similar male success.' 
s^ng that it took him nearly' 
24 years to bring the women 
runners up to world class from' 
earlv years. 


FIRST FLOOR FOR RENT 


A brand new, complete floor of 325 sq.m, consisting of 3 
bedrooms sitting room, office room and accessories is now 
available for rent in a quiet residential area. 

Sweifieh. Telephone available. 

For information, please call at 823855 all day. 


^ FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT -it 

A new deluxe flat in Al-Rabia area near Chinese 
Embassy. 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 2 balconies, wide 
view. Super quality furniture, central heating, phone & 
lift are available. 

For more information, call 699715 any day. 


POSITION AVAILABLE FOR: 

Foreign journalist and editor 

Mother tongue must be English and experience is 
needed. 

For more information call: 697101/697102 


(FOR THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTEDI 

We own a magnificent collection of old and new coins 
and banknotes from Jordan and all over the world, 
most of which are for sale. 

You are welcome to visit us at our office in 
Amman - Abdali, Jerusalem Jewel Centre, 1st 
floor, No.: 501, tel.: 623725, P.O.Box: 7334. 


FOR SALE 

Peugeot 305 - Duty Unpaid 

Model: 1990 colour: beige in an excellent condition; 
was used by a lady diplomat. 

Please phone number: 823100 (for two days) 

Price: JD 4,000 


WANTED FOR RENT 
An independent villa or floor 

An international organisation is looking for an irKiependent 
villa or a floor, with an area of 200-250 square metres, to use 
as an office. The villa or floor should have a telephone and be 
located in one of the following areas: Shmeisani, Jabal 
Amman. Jabal Luweibdeh, Sweifieh, Umm Utheina. 
Please call tel. 641154 on Tuesday and Wednesday 
Nov. 30 and Dee. 1st between 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. or 
between 2ti)0 and 4:00 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment in Abdoun area, consisting of three 
bedrooms (one can be used as an office), dining room, salon, 
kitchen (fully equipped with dishwasher, dryer, washing 
machine and various household appliances) and maid's 
room. 

Telephone, television and video available vrith central 
antenna. 

The apartment is in a first class building located in the fourth 
floor with breathtaking view. 

24 hour doorman is available. 

Rent JD 10,000 non-negotiable. 

Interested, please cfill 826669 
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Cmena 


Tel.: 634J44 

whilADWJPHIA 


JURASSIC FARK 

Shw: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CIdmbs 


Tel.: 6T7420 


CONCORD <1* 

Mel Gibson — in 
FOREVER YOUNG 

SbowK. 12:30. 3:30. 6:12. &30. lOJO 

CONCORD *2’ 

THE FUGlTiVE 

Shows: 12:30. 3J0, 6:15, 8:30. lO-JO 


Cmema 


Tel.: 699238 


MADONNA 

IN 

BODY OF EVIDENCE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5. 6J0. 8J0. 10:30 
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Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI miRfhttri Theatre 


NaWI & Hlshaiifs ™-= “SiSSI 

AHLAN THBATRB 



presents a pi^ entitied; 

AI ilm Umm 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa. Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan AI ^eer. Fuad Shcxnali 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold ail day 


The political comeay ' 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis svsllsble 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mubarak approves 11 death sentences 


CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni Mubaxak Monday approved 
death sentences for 11 extremists convicted by militaiy courts 
for belongine to ille^ groups trying to overthrow the 
govemment. Twenty imitants have already been hanged this 
year for using violence to topple Mr. Mubarak’s secular 
regime and replace it with Islamic rule. Nineteen others, 
mduding the 11. are still on death row. Sentence in military 
courts have to be ^proved by the president, after which 
defendants have 14 (by$ to app^ for presidential clemency. 


Russia, Kuwait sign defence accord 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia and Kuwait signed a biJateral 
defence agreement here Monday as a Kuwaiti delegation 
began a viat to Russia focussing on prospects for bilateral 
mihtaiy cooMratioo, ITAR-TASS news agency said. Hie 
accord si^ea by Russian Defence Minister Pavel Grachev and 
his Kuwaiti counterpart, Ali A1 Sabah AJ Salem Al Sabah, 
ITAR-TASS said, ^ving no further details. 


PLO’s secret negotiator writes memoirs 


TUNIS (R) — The negotiator who steered the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) secret talks with Israel to a 
successful conclusion and signed the Palestinian self-rule deal 
in September is wridng his memoirs, PaJestim'an sources said 
on Monday. Mahmoud Abbas is writing a book which will 
include details and comments on the secret talks between 
Palestinians and Israelis in Norway in 1993. Tbe book, being 
written in Arabic, was expected to be publisbed within two to 
three months, the sources said. 


Rve Israeli-backed militiamen flee 


MARIA YOUN (AFP) — Five members of Israel's proi^ 
.miti^ the South Lebanon Army (SLA), quit the militia 
earlier tUs month to avoid being accused of treason if Israel 
signs a peace deal with Lebanon, SLA chief Antoine Labd 
s^. Speaking to AFP at the weekend from his fortified home 
inside Israel's self-dedared “security zone'' in South Lebanon, 
jGeneral L^d denied reports of any large-scale defections 
from the ranks of the 3,000-strong SLA. Lebanese security 
sources reported that Hizbdlah captured 12 SLA militants 
during a major offensive on occupied Sooth Lebanon on Nov. 
16. However, remits from Bdrut said the men had defected. 


Iran to open ferry service to Kuwait 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is to open a feny service to take 
passengers m>m tbe soutiiwestem of Kbonainshahr to 
Kuwait, a diippiiig official quoted by trc Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Mnid^. A rfiy bought from Australia will begin 
fen^^ passeqgeis in lafe Deowbm*, managing director of 
the Ir anian company Mahmoud Fara^g-Tarjoman 

said. It can carry 240^passeogers and sail at a speed of 30 knots, 
ban has already opened two shii^riim services to ferry 
passengers and casm to tiie United Arab Emirates from tte 
southern ports of Bandar Ijingeh and Bandar Abbas. 


Turkish police hunt missing uranium 


ANKARA (AF^ — Turkish poUce are hunting 5.5 kilogram- 
mes of missing uranium, which may have been stolen from 
CSaernobyl nuclear power stj^tiqu, police said Monday. It is 
part of a 10 kilogramme batch of the radioactive material, the 
remainder of uiucb was recovered Hiursday in Bursa, western 
Turkey, in an undercover operation. Ihree Georgjijas were 
slightly wounded when they were arrested after try^ to sell 
the uranium to disguised poUce officers. Their identit^ were 
still not revealed Monday by police. Parts of the Chernobyl 
Dudear power station in Ukraine are still in operation despite 
a massive explosion in one of its reactors in April 1^. 


U.N. envoy urges Afghan peace 


KABUL (AFP) — Sotirios Ikfousoaris, U.N. cooidmator for 
brnnanhanan asastance for Afghanistan, wrapped im his 
two-day visit to K^sul Monday with a wanmm that u.N. 
assistauce depended on mqnoved security in me country. 
“Tbe p ur pose of lOT viat was to make a Strom app^ to stop 
the ^ting,’^ Mr. Mbasooris told joumalists. He «id that the 
United Natfoos, wfaidi had 200 tonnes of wheat looted by a 
faction commander lecen^, would not resume its convoys to 
Kabul until the current toting ceased. 


German arrested on EC spying charges 


BONN (R) — German authorities Monday arrested a 42-year- 
Brussels-based civil servant on su^don of passing 
European Community (EC) documents to East Gennaoy from 
to 1989. The German federal prosecutor's office said in a 
statement that the suroea, a Germmi mtional named as 
Cornelia N, had been mtained on Saturday. She worked in the 
technical division of the European Conunissioa, the ECs 
executive body, and was suspected of passing infonnation she 
came across in her work to ^ sdenoe and technology section 
of East Germany's inteHigence service. Since German unity in 
1990, investigators have uncovered dozens of moles who 
i^trated not oi^ all sections of German sodety but also 
international mstitutions. 


Parliament backs moves 


(Co uti nued from page 1) 


tbe Speedi from the Throne. 

Tbe two Houses emphasised 
their continued support and 
baddng for the King s polides 
on tbe domestic and external 
fronts and his efforts to attain a 
just and durable peace. 

*The two Houses voiced their 
support for Jordan’s prindpled 
stands widi regard to the res- 
toration of Arab rights and an 
Israeli withdrawal from all 
occupied Arab lands, including 
Jerusalem. 

'Ine replies, delivered by 
Senate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi. 
and Lower House Speaker 
Taher Al Masri, stressed that 
the two Houses would pursue 
their drive to enhance the 
march of freedom, democracy, 
human rights and political 
pluralism in a manner that 
would promote the Jordanian 
people's role in the dedsion- 
maldng process and in a man- 
ner that would protect national 
unity and provide security and 
stability for tbe people. ' 

The two Houses voiced 
appreciation of King Hussein's 
assessment of the coming 
stage, which they said would 
witness very senous develop- 
ments requiring further cau- 
tion and vigjlance and stroi^c 
national unity. 

They voiced support for the 
King’s endeavours to boost the 
capabilities of the Jordanian 


Armed Forces and security ser- 
vices, which they said remain 
tbe fortress of the nation and a 
source of pride for tbe nation 
for their role in ensuring secur- 
ity and stability for tiie home- 
land. 

"Yhey also support^ these 
forces^ role in the U.N. peace 
keeping and humanitarian 
effoits. 

The Houses pledge that Par- 
liament would translate the 
confidence granted them by 
the voters into national stanw 
designed to protect public in- 
terest and ri^ts, ana corrobo- 
rate democracy. 

Ibe two Houses lauded King 
Hussein’s call for the improve- 
ment of inter-Arab relations 
and achieving Arab solidarity, 
pledging that they would do 
their b«t to co^rate and 
consult with the government 
within the framework of tbe 
Constitution with the purpose 
of boosting national develop- 
ment. 

The two Houses said they 
would direct attention towards 
providing economic and social 
services to .the less-d^loped 
districts of the country and 
sought a more feasible 'sodo- 
economic formula be worked 
out by the govemment to 
achieve this goal in an objec- 
tive manner. 

They also called for the 
appointment of qualified and 
skilled manpower to handle 
public administratioD affairs. 



step up bid 
to free 
American 


diplomat 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
Mediators stepped up efforts 
Monday to secure the release 
of U.S. diplomat Haynes 
Mahoney, held hostage since 
last week by a Yemem tribe in 
a remote mountainous region 
east of tbe capital. 

A diplomat at tbe U.S. 
embas^ in Sanaa spoke of new 
mediation by Yemeni tribal 
chiefs but added it was too 
soon to say Mr. Mahoney was 
about to be freed. 

”We have no indication that 
he will be released soon, but we 
hope so. We beard about some 
changes in the mediatoia,''’' the 
offioal told AFP, asking not to 
be identified. 

Mohammad Ali Abu 
Luhoom, a member of Parlia- 
ment from the Jihm regioa 
whete ^ hostage is being 
held, said he was joining the 
mediators. 

Mediators have been hying 
since Friday to convince, 
^eikb Mubarak Al Hasban, 
chief of the tribe alie^^ 
bolding the head of the U.S. 
Information Sservice in Ye- 
men, to set him free. 

Parliamentary Speaker 
SheiU Abdullah Al Ahmar, 
chief of the powerfril Hashed 
tribe, is also working to secure 
Mr. Mahoney’s lelrose. 

The U.S. odomat was kid- 
napped on Thursday by five 
armed tribesmen as he drove 
tiirough Swaa. The assailants 
made off with their hostage to 
Jihm, 70 kilometres away, 
which has since been sur- 
rounded by security forces. 

On Sunday, a source close to 
the government said the chief 
kidnapper had dropped his de- 
mand for oil royalties in ex- 
chai^ of Mi. Mahoney's free- 
dom. But the sheikh wanted a 
guarantee that he wouldnot be 
prosecuted. 

The source said the Yemeni 
government had rejected the 
offer and ’*was determined to 
make him ray for his act," 

Sheikh N^han had original- 
ly demanded payment of royal- 
ties from the government and 
the U.S. Hunt o9 ccanpany for 
installing a punqiing station on 
his tribe’s land. 

Mr. Mahoney has been 
sending a stream of handwrit- 
ten notes saying his Iddn^ipeis 
are treatiim bun well, a col- 
teagne ssud. 

sent three more letters 
yesterday afternoon (Snn- 
day) ,” said Rick Roberts, the 
USlS chief in Riyadh, ^udi 
Arabia, who flew to Sanaa 
after Mr. Mahoney was 
abducted. 

“The letters basically say 
that he's well looked after, and 
oneof them is dictated ^ the 
kidnappers, letters of reassur- 
ance.' Roberts told the 
Associated Press. 
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SLAIN COMRADE: Supporters carry the 
body of Ahmad Abu Rish during his funeral 
|Hx>cession in Khan Ynnis Monday. Fateh re- 


leased a statement iiMdiUisiiQ sA ^ters and 
declaring a ^^resnnqition of intensiTe milftacy 
actions” gainst Israeli targets (AFP photo) 


Aideed demands U.N. quit 
Somalia; Ethiopia talks open 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Mohammad Farah Aideed de- 
nounced the United Nations* 
anew Monday and demanded 
it leave peacemaking in Soma- 
lia to a neutral body of African 
countries, international donors 
and Somalis. 

The faction leader also prop- 
osed that all Somali politit^ 
factions meet for talks in 
Mogadishu, tbe Somali capital, 
the first week of January. 

General Aideed boycotted 
the latest U.N. efforts at 
peace, an internationa] donors 
conferencethat started Monday 
in Ethiopia's capital, Addis 
Ababa. Somali fection leaders 
were expected to meet Tues- 
day and Wednesday on the 
sidelines. 

Ethiopian President Meles 
Zenawicqieaed the conference 
with a blunt warning to Somali 
factions that the international 
comm unity is fed up with their 
inatality to work together. If 
the factions keep fitting “yon 
will an go under, taking Ama- 
lia with you down the drain.'' 
he said. 

But Somalia’s due! rivals, 
Gen. Aideed and Ail Mahdi 
Mohammad, were not there to 
bear the advice. 

Gen. Aideed previously said 
be was boycottinE tbe confer- 
ence because U.N. forces have 
not freed three top aides and 
five other supporters. His de- 
legation stayra away from tiie 
opening session to further pro- 
test the detentions. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi's representa- 
tives did attend the session. It 
was unclear why Mr. Ali 
Mahdi, who controls northern 
M^adishn, stayed away. 

Gen. Aideed spoke to repor- 
ters at his Stmiali National 
AUiance (SNA) faction com- 
poond in southern Moe^hn, 
his strondold. It was iiis first 
news coi&reiice since tbe Un- 


ited Nations suspended a war- 
rant for his arrest two weeks 


ago. 


‘The Somali National 
Alliance says UNOSOM 
(U.N. Operation in Somalia) 
forces have failed in their mis- 
sion,” Gen. Aideed, who 
heads tbe faction, said in the 
bombed-out Stunali capital. 

He said United Nations re- 
lief workers and peacekeepers 
should be replaced by “an in- 
dependent, neutral body," and 
added: “The donots should 
give aid to tbe ^mali people 
memselves." 

Gen. Aideed said he had 
instructed his 25-strong delega- 
tion in Addis Ababa to contact 
all Somali groups to explain his 
point of view and invite them 
to his peace conference in the 
first week of Janu^ to try to 
draw up a Somali solution to 
the count's problems. 

Asked if^his move would not 
undermine the U.N. confer- 
ence, Gen. Aideed said this 
was not bis aim. But he repe- 
ated his view that UNOSOM 
should be replaced: 

“UNOSOM has fahcd be- 
cause it has prescribed the 
medicine before it knows tbe 
disease,*' be said. 

He said UNOSOM had di- 
vided Somalis by choosing 
members of new regional and 
district councils, and by insti- 
gating violence among diffe- 
rent Iromali groins. 

UNOSOM bad also under- 
mined the Somali economy 1^ 
gjving contracts to foreign^ 
rather than to Somalis, he said. 

Gen. Aideed again called for 
the U.N. to release eight of his 
closest aides, held on suspidon 
of oreaniane attacks on U.N. 


the absence of Gen. Aideed 
and Mr. Ali Mahdi dampened 
any hope of a breakthrough. 

Gen. Aideed, wearing a 
blue-and-gold shin, spoke in a 
flower-decked villa with ^eets 
hiding bullet holes in the walls. 

Geo. Aideed repeated bis 
earlier statements that he si^ 
ports the prindple of an inde- 
pendent commission to investi- 
gate the deaths of 24 Pakistani 
U.N. peacekeepers last June. 
But its members must not be 
chosen by the U.N., he said. 

The United Nations laun- 
ched a manhunt after the 
'Pakistanis were killed but cal- 
led it off last month after more 
than 70 peacekeepers bad been 
killed in urban warfare in 
Mogadishu. 

U.S. special envoy to Soma- 
lia Robert Oakley said in 
Addis Ababa he was “not sur- 
prised*' by tbe absence of Gen. 
Aideed or Mr. Ali Mahdi. 

“Tliey don't want to commit 
themselves personally and are 
waiting to see what happens,’’ 
Mr. Oakley said, addmg that 
the “situatipn is still tense" in 
Mogadishu, with “bargaining 
still under way." 


Three Siunalis kiUed 


U.S. troops killed three 
Somalis cmr^g weapons in 
tile Somali coital Monday in 
two separate mddents, a tJ.S. 
mihtary spokesman said. 

In the first incident the 
Americans shot dead a Somali 
seen carrying a rocket-prop- 
elled grenade (RPG) alongtu 
21 October Road in the sonth 
of the ci^, spokesman Steve 
Rausch siad. 


peaceiceepers. 

U.N. officials have said the 
Addis Ababa conference is the 
last chance for peace in the 
Horn of Africa country, but 


U.S. Troops later enraged 
three Somalis who were load- 


ing a machine-gun into a car 
along tbe A&oye road, near 
the ^nedir Hospital, kflling 
two and wounding one. 


agreement 
no joy to 
Yemenis 


SANAA (R) Apprehensive 
Yemenis, on the eve of the 
fourth anniversary of tbe 
agreement uniting North and 
South Yemen, fear that a four- 
month-old row between their 
leaders maysfriit the country in 
two once agmn. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh and his deputy Ali Salem 
Al Beedh's who ruled the for- 
mer North and South Yemen 
respectively, signed an agree- 
ment in Adra on Nov. 30, 1989 
setting out the merrar which 
took place six months later. 

But a row between tbe two 
men over political and econo- 
mic reforms appears to be thre- 
atening the country's brief 
spell m unity. 

Mr. Saleh’s General Peo- 

g le's Congress (YPC) and Mr. 
ieedb's Yemen Socialist 


Paszty (YSP) jcmtly ruled uni- 
fied Yemen after ’tl 


the meirar 

until elections last April, when 
the Islamist party Isiah joined 
the government coalition. 

Otolomats said tbe YSP and 
the GPC agree on the need to 
preserve Yemen’s unity but 
msagree on tbe formula. 

Tm Aden-based YSP, fear- 
ing domination from the 
North, was called for devolu- 
tion of jx)wer away from the 
capital Sanaa, a stronghold of 
Mr. Saleh's GPC. 

It accuses Mr. Saleh and the 
GPC M turning unification into 
annexation and of trying to run 
everything their own way. 

YSP's second in command, 
Salem Saleh Mohammad, was 
quoted on Saturday as saying 
^ par^ “is prepared for 
federalism as a practical 
alternative, protecting the 
rights of all parties and the 
unity and sovereignty of 
Yemen,” 

But representatives of the 
two other parties in Yemen's 
coalition government, im- 
mediately rejected ±e idea. 

GPCs Abdul Aziz Abdul 
Ghani, a northeraer and pres- 
idential council member, said 
federation was unacceptable to 
hispany. 

The leader of die Isiah Par- 
ty, Sheikh Abdullah Ben Hus- 
sein AJ Ahmar, was quoted on 
Monday by the GrPC’s Al 
Mitbak newspaper as saying 
*‘any call for federalism is an 
expression of a destructive 
secessionist trend. Any 
attempt to destabilise unity or 
use it for bargaining purposes 
is considered treason." 

The remarks by Mr. 
Mohammad, a southerner rep- 
resenting YSP on the presiden- 
tial councfl, led to an mdefinhe 
postponement on Sunday of 
multi-party talks to defuse the 
political crisis. 

The talks were aimed to re- 
concile the GPC andYSP and 
come up with a list of reforms 
and a timetable for iii 4 >le- 
mentation. 


Film to show Iran not Libya 


behind bomb — Scottish MP 


EDINBURGH (R) — A new 
documentary film partly 
funded by Libya will blame 
Iran, not Libya, for carryiim 
out tbe Lockerbie bombipe af- 
ter a U.S. warship shot (town 
an Iranian civ ilian airiiner, a 
Scottish politician said on 
Sunday. , 

“The film will show Tehran 
commissioiied the attack and 
arranged for it to be carried 
out Syrians,” said Scottish 
Labour Member of Parliament 
(MP) Tam Dalyell. 

“It may well create a ^eat 
deal of trouble but it is essen- 
tial that the truth is found," he 
added. 

Mr. Dalyell, long a campaig- 
ner on the Lockerlue bomSing, 
said he had been consulted 1^ 
film producer Allan Franco- 
vicb who is putting together a 
(iocumeutaiy — partly fonded 
by 

Mr. Dalyell said the bomb- 
ing was organised throu^ 
senior Iranian ministers and 
diplomats in retaliation for tbe 
American warship Vincennes 
slutoting down an Iranian Air- 
bus airuner on a scheduled 
Sight across tbe Gulf in July 
1988. 

Pan Am flight 103 was 
blown ont 'of the sky over the 
small southwest Scottish town 
of Lockerbie in December 
1988 with the loss of 270 lives. 
Iran has regularly been singled 
out for blame but the Umted 
Nations is seeking two Libyans 
over the attack. 

The Financial Times re- 
ported on Saturday that the 
^minute £633,000 ($938,200) 
film is being financed by Met- 
ropole Hotels, part of British 
conglomerate Lonrho Pic., and 
one-third owned by tbe invest- 
ment arm of tbe Ubyan gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Francovich has said 
there was no doubt British and 
U.S. governments had deliber- 
ately concealed knowledge of 


die real culprits to protect 
strat^c interests in the Mid- 
dle UsL 

Mr. Dafyell said the film 
would include document^ 
evidence that some U.S. offi- 
cials perjin^ themselves dur- 
ing the official investiration of 
die December 1988 oombing 
to conceal America’s prior 
knowledge of tbe attack. 

“The film will explcxle tbe 
official version diat tbe Lock- 
erbie bombing was solely the 
work of the two Libyans 
named as responsible by Bri- 
tain and America,” Mr. 
Dalyell said. 

“British and American au- 
thorities are not interested in 
Gndiim the truth because it 
woulcibe uncomfortable. I'm 
very critical of the investiga- 
tion. In feet it's worthless," 
said Mr. Dalyell, a left-leaning 
pohtidan. 

A consistent sceptic of the 
official view that only Libya 
was involved, Mr. Dalyell ssud 
it was ‘‘absolutely wicked" for 
the United Nations to impose 
sanctions on Libya for its refus- 
al to send Abdul Baset Ali 
Mohammad Al Megrahi and 
Al Amin Khahla Ftanah, for 
trial in Scotland or the United 
States. 

Mr. Dalyell said Israeli in- 
telligence had from the outset 
pointed to Iran and Syria as 
being responsible. 

Mr. Francovich has said he 
wanted to prove who was re- 
sponsible. 

“My instinct is that ihe offi- 
cial version anells and needs to 
be tested against the evi- 
dence," he was rep(>^ as 
saying in an interview with the 
Scotland on Sunday news- 
paper. 

Conservative politician Sir 
Hector Monro, whose par- 
liamentary district includes 
Lockerbie, said any evidence 
should be ^ven to the crown 
office, not used for a film. 


Iranian plane hijacked to Iraq 


NICOSIA (AP) — An uniden- 
tified Iranian Ujacked an Oil 
Minist^ aircraft on a domestic 
flight in Iran with 38 people 
aboard Mond^, then surren- 
dered hours after it landed in 
southern Iraq, news reports 
said. 

The lra(]^ News Agency said 
the male hijacker surrendered 
at 3:45 p.m. (1245 GMT), six 
hours after tbe twin-prop Fok- 
ker Friendship F-27 owned by 
Iran's oil ministry landed in 
Basra. 

It (fid not say whether or not 
tbe hijacker was aim^, or if 
any tiae passengm were 
bnrt in the ordeal. TNA ai yp 
did not say uiiat the hijacker's 
demands were, except that he 
requested asylum in Iraq or 
any other country. 

His wife and five children 
were uith him on the fli ghr , 


INA said. 

Tbe agency said the plane 
landed in Basra at 9:45 a.m. 
(0645 GMT) following a re- 
quest by Ii^'an authorities. 
Iran's Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said officials 
bad requested Iraq “not to 
provide services for tbe hija(^- 
ed plane.” 

Tehran Ratfio said the plane 
took off ftom Gachsaran in 
centra] Iran at 7:55 a.m. (0425 
GMT) with 35 passengers and 
three crew members and was 
headed for Ahvaz in the oil- 
rich south. Passengers, which 
included six women and eight 
children, were apparently 
femilies of Oil ^mstiy per- 
sonnel. 

Kuwait's Interior Ministry 
siad the plane had requested 
permission to land in Kuwait 
but was refused, the (^dal 


Kuwaiti News Agency re- 
ported. It said air force planes 
were ordered to drive the 
plane out of Kuwait’s aii^ace. 

Basra is inside the “no-fly 
zone” imposed by die United 
Nations over southern Iraq. 
Hiere was no immetfiate word 
from allied forces patrolling 
the zone.^ 

IRNA said a caller dahning 
to speak ftom Paris on behau 
of the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, 
the Iraq-basra Iranian yyposi- 
tion group, claimed responsi- 
bility for the hijacking. 

But a Mujaiiedeen spokes- 
man, ^^ng by telephone 
from Paris, said the group 
“never takes part in activity 
such as hijackmgs which en- 
danger the lives of innocent 
people and condemns hijack- 
mgs or endangering the lives of 
innocent people.” 


Kurds occupy buildings to protest ban 

FRANKFURT (Agencies) — Kurdish banners rrnwrf,*H ar 


FRANKFURT (Agencies) — 
Some 300 Kurdish activists re- 
fused on Monday to leave a 
Kurefish centre m Frankfurt 
which they had stonned over 
the weekend in protest at a 
clampdown by German au- 
thorities. 

The group objected to the 
closure of the centre as part of 
a ban imposed last Frid^ on 
the Kardish Labour Party 
(PKK), which is fighting for an 
independent Kurdish home- 
land in southeast Turkey, and 
35 affiliated groups. 

After occupying the building 
Sunday, they had threaten^ 
to set It on fire if police tri^ to 
evict them. 

“We die not leaving until the 
centre is offidally allowed to 
_ reopen," a spokeswoman for 
the group said. “We are not 
criminab and we are not ter- 
rorists.” She said the centre 
was an important meeting 
place for the city's Kurdi^ 
community. 

Women and children waving 


Kurdish banners crowded at 
the windows while supporters 
shouted messages of support 
outside. 

The iwlding was one of 
many Kurdish centres or 
offices closed down when 
Bonn banned the PKK, three 
weeks after coordinated 
assaults on Turkish offices in 
Germany and elsewhere in 
Western Europe which offi- 
cials blamed on the group. 

The PKK denied involve- 
ment in the attacks, in which a 
Turkish' man died when a 
'^esbaden restaurant was fire- 
bombed. 

A German police union 
chief he feared a wave of 
terrorist attacks in response to 
the bank, while in Athens a 
leader of the PKK's political 
arm warned that German in- 
terests in Kurdistan would be 
attacked if Bonn continued “its 
anti-Kurdish crackdown." 

In M^nheim, 100 demon- 
strators have occupied another 
cultural centre since Sunday 


afternoon. 

Hundreds of Kurds occupied 
other offices and buildings on 
Sunday across Germany, not- 
ably in Kassel. Freiburg, Stutt- 
gart and Hamburg. 

In CoVoenc, 4,^ demon- 
strators rallied in front of the 
offices of the federation of 
Kurdish workers and did not 
leave until almost midnight af- 
ter clashes with the police 
which one officer was sfiahtlv 
mufied. ^ 

^c leader of the GDP 
pohee union, Hermann Lutz, 
told the daily Osnabruecker 
^tung on Monday that police 
feared the Kurds would try to 
mount specucular attacks in 
the near future and that intelli- 
gence rervices were keeping 
Kurdish communities under 
tight surveilhiiice. 

450,000 Kurds, 40.000 of them 
considered left-wing militants. 

between 4,000 and 
5,^ are members of the 


McCartney: 
Jackson can't 
handle feme 




BUENOS AIRES (R> — Fb^ -* 

mer Beatic Paul McCartney y ^ 

sueg(sted in an interview pub , 

lished Sunday that supentar ,i'- ■ ' 

Michael Jackson, who faces, f ' 

child-abuse charees and is 'p’ 

under treatment tof addictioo 

to painkillers, is onaWe to copt 

wiin fame. *’We. the .Bcmles, . 

we were ordinary guys... when 

fame arrived, we went a-hit 

crazy, but even so we had our 

feet on the ground we M > 

roots we knew about Kfa, 

Michael, instead... ah wefi,” 

McCartney told the Argentine : 
daily Clann in an interview fa 
Tokyo before the Buenos - 
Aires stage of his new world 
tour. M(£aitney said he re- 
sents Jackson for buying up ffie 
ri^ts to the Beaties^ songs fam 
be doubted the pop ^ 
was guiln of child abuK. "Luh 
da and I are parents, and it’s 
clear to us that Micbael isn't 
that kind of person." he said. 

McCartney described Jack- 
son’s addiction to painkillets,. 
which forced him to break off 
his world tonr this month, as .■ 
typical of the U.S. west ooim. 

“It’s very L. A. — I mean, Judy 4 
C^land, Elizabeth Taylor. 
these are people who became , 
stars at a very young age," be ;j- 
said. McCartney, whose tideets ^ 
sales ahead of his Buenos 
Aires concerts have far oot- ^ 
paced those of recent Madon- 
na and Jackson concerts, said 
he thought Jackson was act : 
serious when he first indicated ^ 
he wanted to buy tbe ri^ds to 
the Beatles' songs. "We were 
friends and one day he says, 

‘I’m going to buy your songs.* I 
told him, *oh yeah, mat joke,' 
but he meant it. “I thiidc ' 
hontfing over our songs ftw . 4 ." 
certain advertisemrats as be 
actually did, is a mistake. We 
were offered millions to (b it, . . 
but we refused because we - 
didn't want to butt songs wbidi 
'are sacred to people. Aad we ^ 
always wanted them to 
being so. which is invalu 
you usd that music 
” McCartney • 


>i-"S 
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Britons distrust, 
journalists, 
ministers-— poll 


C* 


LONDON (R) — TTie British 
public trusts journalists as little 
as government ministers to teQ 
the truth , accordiire to a survey 
published by the 'Ttmes news- 
paper Monday. Top of tbe list 
of trustworthy proiessiODS are 
doctors and teachers, both 00 
84 per cent,*ciose!y followed 
clergymen and priests wfto 
have slippy five pei^tm 
points to 80 per cent since w 
last poll in 1983. The Times 
said the biggest efaanra had 
been in tbe public's wew of 
journalists. ‘‘The number 
trusting their veracity has vir- 
tually lialved since 1^ and 
now stands at 10 per cent,” 
said the new^mper. Journ^sts 
came bottom of the list of IS 
professfons along with govern- 
ment ministers. 




Couple arrested 
in sex swindle 
plot 


TOKYO (R) — J^naese poliee 
have arrested a coopie' tor 
trying to swindle a 72-ye3T-(tid 
man by luring him with the 
promise of sn with a voung 
giri, police said Monday. The 
old man met the girl. 19| by 
calling one of Japan's tele: 
phone clubs — agencies whm 
male and female calleis make 
«>ntact by telephone to 
arrange dates and sex. Whra' 
toe man and the girl dteeked 
into a hotel in H:idtiDji, a.' 
Tokyo suburb, a young gangs- 
ter appeared. “What do vou 
think you're doing, w'ith 
another man's wife you're 
SqiM to make up for this” he 
said and denuuMied three mil* 
hon yen ($28,000) as a pay-off. 
The old man told police, who 
^“Tested the gangster when he 
turned up two weeks later- to - 
collect the money. 
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British attitudes 
to marriage more 
liberal — poll 


LONDON (R) — British atti- 
tudes to .sex, marriage and 
single parenthood have he- 
come significantly more lihual 
during the recent yeaxs of Coa- 
reivativc govemment, aeewet 
mg to a survey reported by the 
todependent newspaper Mw 
day. Attitudes to adultery ao4 
pre-marital sex are bow' 
markedly more permissive. 
Half of those polled belfavi^' 
sex before mamage was 
at all wrong” compared vfftil' 
jusi 42 per cent in 198?,. Onh. 
44jrer cent thought having 
'vitii .someone other, thtm their 
partner was “always wn^'. 
cwnpared with 59 per cent W 
years ago. 
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